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the upazila, claimed 
that he had reported the 
problem to the authorities 
concerned through the 
upazila administration on 
behalf of the farmers.

“However, no initiative 
has yet been taken to repair 
or rebuild the sluice gates,” 
he added.

Moreover, water seeps in 
through these ineffective 
sluice gates during extreme 
weather events such as 
cyclones and floods to 
inundate the localities, said 
locals.

Tarek Mahmud of 
Banshbaria union said his 
yard was inundated by sea 

water during the recent 
cyclone.

Contacted, officials of 
BWDB said new sluice gates 
will be constructed in these 
affected areas.

Asked why they have 
not done so yet, Prashanta 
Talukder, sub-divisional 
engineer of BWDB 
(Sitakunda sub-division), 
said they could not do so 
due to fund crisis.

“These existing sluice 
gates need to be replaced. 
So, we are preparing a 
development project 
proposal for constructing 
new structures and will send 
it to the ministry concerned 
for approval soon,” he said.

DSCC extends
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grilles around the park and 
two gates on the south and 
north sides. The fencing 
around the park has 
already been completed.

Iqbal Habib, vice president 
of Bangladesh Paribesh 
Andolon, said if authorities 
confined the park to its 
boundary again, that would 
be a clear violation of its 
original design.

Earlier, a total of 70 
architects prepared the 
designs of 19 parks and 12 
playgrounds and presented 
them at Nagar Bhaban in 
2017. 

In the designs, experts 
opined that the parks 
must contain greenery. 
Moreover, boundary walls 
or fences around parks 
or playgrounds should be 
removed in most cases.

20,000 stranded
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Contacted, Mohidul Haq, 
UNO of Kaunia upazila, 
said steps are being taken 
to distribute dry food 
among those affected.

Meanwhile, WDB has 
issued a flood alert for parts 
of Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, 
and Nilphamari, predicting 
further rises in the water 

levels of the Teesta, 
Dudhkumar, and Dharla 
rivers due to anticipated 
heavy rainfall in northern 
Bangladesh and Indian 
West Bengal.

India’s Gangtok recorded 
31mm of rainfall in 24 hours 
till yesterday morning, which 
might exacerbate Rangpur’s 
current flood situation.

Conspiracy on to make
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courage to bring the 
corrupt, no matter how 
influential they are, under 
book,” added Quader.

Addressing BNP, he said, 
“How would you wage a 
movement? Will you run 
away like on October 28?”

“A movement without 
people is not a movement. 
Today, in the name of 
movement, if they take 
to the streets again with 
arson, terror, and murder, 
Awami League will give an 
appropriate response,” said 
Quader.

The procession was 
scheduled to start at 
2:30pm, and to attend it, 
AL leaders and activists 

began to throng the venue 
around 1:30pm.

Streets in front of 
IEB, Matsya Bhaban, 
and the one leading to 
Shahbagh intersection 
were brimming with them, 
which caused vehicular 
movements on those roads 
to come to a halt, with 
commuters having to wait 
long hours in their vehicles.

As the procession 
advanced through Mirpur 
Road towards Dhanmondi-
32’s Bangabandhu Bhaban, 
traffic congestion extended 
to adjacent roads.

The procession started 
from Suhrawardy Udyan 
around 3:45pm and ended 
at Dhanmondi 32 at 5:30pm.

Waiting to see what
FROM PAGE 3

visit at the invitation of 
her Indian counterpart 
Narendra Modi.

Farroque, also a former 
opposition chief whip in 
parliament, said  India, 
being a friend, cannot 
take everything away from 
Bangladesh and deprive 
it of its fair share of water 
from shared rivers.

The BNP leader 
warned that the people 
of Bangladesh will never 
accept if India builds 
railway tracks over 

Bangladesh to transport 
goods  to the other side.

“Let’s forget all the 
differences and join a 
movement against Indian 
aggression,” he said.

He said lakhs of people 
in the Sylhet region are 
living in extreme misery 
due to sudden floods.

Farroque alleged that the 
government constructed 
the Mithamoin-Austagram 
road in Kishoreganj haor 
area only to appease an 
individual, which is now 
causing floods.
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10th Int’l Yoga Day 
celebrated at RU
BSS, Rajshahi

The 10th International Day of Yoga was celebrated in 
Rajshahi University yesterday.

Marking the day, the Assistant High Commission 
of India in Rajshahi and Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations organised a session of Common Yoga Protocol 
at the university’s gymnasium in association with RU.

This year’s theme was “Yoga for Self and Society”. 
Lawmaker Shafqur Rahman, Indian Assistant High 

Commissioner Manoj Kumar, RU Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Golam Sabbir Sattar and pro-VC Prof Sultan-Ul-Islam 
were present at the session. The event was participated by 
a large number of people from all walks of life. 

Army chief pays homage 
to Bangabandhu
BSS, Dhaka

Chief of Army Staff General SM Shafiuddin Ahmed paid 
rich tribute to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman yesterday by placing a wreath at his 
portrait in front of Bangabandhu Memorial Museum at 
Dhanmondi-32.

After laying the wreath, the army chief stood in solemn 
silence there for some time as a mark of profound respect 
to the memory of Bangabandhu and his family members 
as well as all martyrs of August 15, 1975, said an ISPR press 
release.

Army high officials, among others, were present.

Holidaymakers throng Barishal River Port yesterday to return to the capital after spending Eid holidays with 
family members. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Homemaker finds success 
in vermicomposting

SUZIT KUMAR DAS, Faridpur

Kaniz Fatema, 31, a homemaker 
from Pierpur village in Faridpur, 
earns Tk 40,000-45,000 
per month by producing 
vermicompost, allowing her to 
become self-reliant and create job 
opportunities for others. 

Fatema’s journey was not 
easy. After completing her SSC 
in 2007, she married Sheikh 
Shamsur Rahman and her in-laws 
did not allow her to continue her 
education.

Despite this, Fatema persevered. 
In 2019, she began working 
with USID, where she received 
training in various subjects and 
learned about vermicomposting, 
a natural process of converting 
organic waste into fertiliser using 
earthworms.

“In 2021, I took a loan of Tk 
5,000 from a local NGO and 
bought two kilogrammes of 
earthworms, four concrete slab 
rings, and four tins. Using 100kg 

cow dung, I produced 40kg of 
vermicompost in one month, 
which I sold for Tk 400,” said 
Fatima.

By the end of 2021, Fatema had 
purchased six more rings and 
began earning Tk 4,000-5,000 
per month. In 2022, she invested 
Tk 65,000 to build four reservoirs 
and a tin-shed house for her 
farm, naming her business “Ehan 
Vermicompost”.

Currently, Fatema operates 10 
rings and nine reservoirs on five 
decimals of land at her father’s 
home, producing around 2.5 
tonnes of vermicompost each 
month. She sells those for Tk 15-
20 per kg. She has invested around 
Tk 4 lakh into the business. 

Fatema buys cow dung from 
locals for Tk 2 per kg. 

Champa Begum, a homemaker 
from Alalpur village, said, “Fatema 
collects cow dung from my house 
each week, allowing me to earn Tk 
1,200-1,400 per month.”

Fatema also employs a 

permanent worker, Hima Begum. 
“I start working after finishing my 
household chores and earn Tk 
8,000 per month,” said Hima. 

Fatema sells most of her 
vermicompost at fertiliser shops 
in Pierpur Bazar and sometimes 
directly to consumers from 
her house. She also supplies 
vermicompost to various shops 
and customers in Dhaka.

Arif Hossain, a resident of 
Mirpur-1 in Dhaka, said, “I collect 
vermicompost from Fatema for 
my rooftop garden. The quality is 
excellent.”

Now, people interested in 
vermicompost production visit 
Fatema for advice. “Fatema is very 
supportive. I took a lot of advice 
from her,” said Sahan Khan, a 
resident of Komorpur village. 

Anwar Hossain, sub-assistant 
agriculture officer of Faridpur 
Sadar upazila, said, “Fatema is 
one of the top vermicompost 
producers in the district. We are 
giving all kinds of support to her.”


