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2 killed in 
Dhaka road 
accidents
UNB, Dhaka

Two unidentified persons 
lost their lives in separate 
road accidents in Dhaka’s 
Paltan and Jatrabari areas 
early yesterday.

Md Abdul Aziz, sub-
inspector (SI) of Paltan 
Police Station, reported 
that a man, approximately 
32 years old, was sleeping 
near the road divider 
at Paltan intersection. 
Around 5:30am, a truck 
ran him over.

He was taken to the 
emergency department 
at Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital at 6:20am, where 
doctors confirmed his 
death after examination, 
Aziz said. 

“We have detained the 
truck driver and seized the 
vehicle,” he added.

In another incident, a 
man, aged around 45, was 
killed after being hit by a 
vehicle on the Jatrabari 
flyover.

On information, 
police recovered the body 
around 1:30am, said Sub-
inspector Hiraman Biswas 
of Jatrabari Police Station. 

The body was later sent 
to the Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital, said the 
police official.

Prioritising pre-paid 
meters to address 
‘ghost bills’
Says Nasrul Hamid
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has taken various steps to ensure 
around 4.71 crore customers of six electricity distribution 
companies are billed accurately, said State Minister for 
Power and Energy Nasrul Hamid yesterday. 

The ministry has priortitised installation of pre-paid 
and smart meters in this regard, he added.

He was responding to concerns regarding “ghost or 
abnormal” electricity bills in parliament.

“Investigations into specific complaints of ghost bills 
are conducted promptly, with administrative actions 
taken accordingly,” the minister said in response to 
queries raised by Noakhali-3 MP Mamunur Rashid Kiran.

Regarding the electricity sector subsidy for the 2023-
24 fiscal year, Nasrul said Tk 31,833 crore of the Tk 
35,000 crore allocation has already been distributed.

He said dynamic pricing based on international fuel 
markets eliminates the need for additional subsidies in 
fuel pricing.

Responding to inquiries from Independent MP 
Mohammad Hushamuddin Chowdhury, Hamid said 
load shedding occasionally occur at rural areas due to 
supply-demand imbalances and necessary maintenance 
shutdowns. 

In response to a separate question, he said electricity 
lines are disconnected following rules in cases of illegal 
connections and outstanding dues

Trial begins
FROM PAGE 5

from Tipu’s driver Munna, 
who was driving the car 
when her husband was shot 
dead on March 24, 2022.

Of the accused, 26 
people were present at the 
courtroom yesterday.

On March 24 of 2022, 
Tipu, 55, former general 
secretary of Motijheel 
AL, was returning home 
in his microbus from his 
restaurant in Motijheel 
AGB Colony area. The 
vehicle was at a traffic light 
in Shahjahanpur when 
attackers arrived at the 
scene on a motorcycle and 
opened fire.

College student Prity, 
22, who happened to be 
in a rickshaw next to the 
vehicle, also got shot. The 
two were declared dead 
after being taken to Dhaka 

Medical College Hospital. 
Tipu’s driver Munna got 
shot in his hand.

On June 5 last year, 
Investigation Officer 
Md Yasin Sikder, a DB 
inspector, submitted the 
charge sheet to the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s 
Court of Dhaka, accusing 
33 people, including nine 
members of AL and its 
associate bodies.

On April 29 this year, the 
same court framed charges 
against them.

WHITENING BLACK MONEY

Provision needs to  
be reviewed: Momen

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Taxpayers have been disappointed with 
the budgetary provision for whitening 
black money, former foreign minister AK 
Abdul Momen told parliament yesterday.

“Honest taxpayers have become 
frustrated with the provision of 
whitening black money just by paying a 
15 percent tax. I feel the provision needs 
to be reviewed further,” he said.

Corruption is now the main barrier 
to maintaining growth, he said. The 
government’s image is being tarnished 
because of corruption, he added.

Momen said the projects are not 
getting implemented in time due to 

corruption, which ultimately causes a 
rise in project costs.

“A portion of bureaucrats has 
become corrupt, which is intensifying 
harassment of the people. The entire 
bureaucracy is blamed due to a handful 
of corrupt bureaucrats,” said Momen.

He said this while participating in 
the general discussion on the proposed 
national budget for the 2024-2025 fiscal 
year.

The price hike of daily essentials, 
alongside the rise in taxes, corruption, 
and extortion, is a matter of great 
concern for the country’s people, Momen 
said.

Loans to raise debt
FROM PAGE 5

but it was not mobilised. 
Then, in the UN climate 
conference in Glasgow in 
2021, the world committed 
to mobilise $40 billion by 
2025 for adaptation.

However, it remains $20 
billion and is going down 
because development 
partners are reducing their 
development budget for 
various emergencies like 
the Ukraine and Palestine 
crisis.

“What about those who 
are in a climate crisis? 
The GCA comes in to 
support the countries at 
the forefront of the crisis,” 
Verkooijen said.

He said the GCA provides 
adaptation expertise to 
the projects funded by the 
development partners like 
the World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank and 
International Monetary 
Fund.

Much of the focus 
for the last two years 
was on Africa, with the 
development partners 
investing $9 billion over the 
last two years.

The GCA last year 
adapted the model from 

Africa to Bangladesh and is 
working with the WB and 
ADB to climate proof their 
development.

“It would be a wasted 
development project if you 
build a road and it gets 
washed away the next year. 
So, as we climate proof 
the project, it becomes 
sustainable,” he said.

He said traditionally, 
development projects 
are taken on top-down 
approach, but Bangladesh 
is the only country where 
Peoples’ Adaptation 
Plan is being adopted. 
It means incorporating 
the knowledge of 
local communities in 
development planning.

“Locals know when the 
rain comes, when there 
is flooding or when the 
temperature goes high. So, 
they identify the problems 
and solutions... we then 
link their plan to the global 
funding institutions for 
funding,” he said.

This model of 
Bangladesh is now being 
rolled out in other parts of 
the world including Liberia 
and Kenya, Verkooijen 
added.
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NARSINGDI SHOAL

Youth initiative fuels 
socio-economic change

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narsingdi

In 2019, 16 young people from remote 
shoal areas of Alokbali union under 
Narsingdi Sadar upazila founded a 
platform to ease the plight of the 
impoverished shoal residents.

Now with around 600 members, 
the Alokbali Union Human Welfare 
Association runs programmes to 
distribute Eid materials, provide 
treatment costs, build makeshift 
bridges for better access to schools and 
health complexes, provide stipends 
to meritorious students, conduct 
tree plantation drives, arrange free 
medical camps, and distribute goats 

for rearing among the poor shoal 
residents.

Most of the members of this platform 
are migrants in the Middle East, whose 
donations are used to run its social 
welfare programmes.

Saiful Islam, one of the founding 
members, is an expatriate of Saudi 
Arabia and works as a technician at a 
company there.

Talking to this correspondent, Saiful 
said, “We started our activities with 16 

members. Now there are about 600 
members. Most members participate 
and donate from the Middle East. We 
have six branches -- in Saudi Arabia, 
Dubai, Bahrain, Kuwait, Malaysia, and 
Bangladesh.”

Another member, Al Amin, said, 
“Our main focus is on education and 
social development in our area. We are 
also working to broaden our scope and 
serve for the betterment of the shoal 
residents.”

Md Yousuf Ali, 37, a local resident, 
said, “I received a goat from them last 
year priced at Tk 12,000. The goat 
recently gave birth to two kids.”

Contacted, Delwar Hossain Dipo, 
chairman of Alokbali Union Parishad, 
said, “We appreciate their activities for 
the welfare of residents. We cannot 
take on all kinds of projects due to 
fund limitations and issues with the 
government’s approval. However, I will 
personally donate to their cause.”

FLASH FLOOD THREAT

Jamuna swelling 
up rapidly

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Pabna

Water level has been 
increasing rapidly 
in Jamuna river, 
which may cross 
the danger level 
within next 
three to four 
days, according 

to Sirajganj Water 
D e v e l o p m e n t 

Board (WDB).
According to 

Sirajganj WDB, Jamuna 
was flowing at 11.77-metre 

a t Hardpoint, 1.13m below the 
danger level, and at 13.45m at Kazipur point, 
1.35m below the danger level, yesterday morning.

“Water level has been increasing rapidly in 
Jamuna in the last couple of days, and by 30 to 
35cm every 24 hours in the last two days,” said 
Md Najmul Hossain, sub-divisional engineer at 
Sirajganj WDB.

Due to the flow upstream, Jamuna is swelling 
rapidly and may cross danger level in Sirajganj 
within the next three to four days, he added.

“Due to rising water levels, at least 2 to 2.5 lakh 
people of low-lying areas and shoal areas of 25 
unions in five upazilas of the district are facing 
the threat of flash flood,” said Md Aktaruzzaman, 
district relief and rehabilitation officer in Sirajganj.

“We have made adequate preparations to tackle 
the crisis,” he said. 

At least 180 flood shelters have been prepared 
in the areas that are likely to be affected.

Besides, nearly 695 tonnes of food, cash and 
other necessary relief materials are in reserve, he 
added. 


