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Over half of
cropland in

hungry Gaza
damaged: UN

REUTERS, Geneva

More than half of Gaza’s
agricultural land, crucial
for feeding the territory’s
hungry population, has
been degraded by conflict,
satellite images analysed by
the United Nations show.

The data reveals a rise in
the destruction of orchards,
field crops and vegetables
in the Palestinian enclave,
where hunger is widespread
after eight months of Israeli
bombardment.

The  World  Health
Organisation warned on
Wednesday that  many
people in Gaza were facing
“catastrophic hunger and
famine-like conditions”.

Using satellite imagery
taken between May 2017
and 2024, United Nations
Satellite Centre (UNOSAT)
and the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization

(FAO) found that 57 percent
of Gaza’s permanent crop
fields and arable lands
essential for food security
had shown a significant

decline in density and
health.
“In  May 2024, crop

health and density across
the Gaza Strip showed a
marked decline compared
to the average of the
previous seven seasons,”
UNOSAT said yesterday.
“This deterioration is
attributed to  conflict-
related activities, including

razing, heavy  vehicle
movement, bombing, and
shelling.”

The decline, UNOSAT

said, marked a 30 percent
increase in  damaged
agricultural land since it
published its last analysis
in April, reports Reuters.

From left, President of the European Council Charles Michel, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Ganadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, French
President Emmanuel Macron, Italy’s Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, US President Joe Biden, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen pose for a group photo at Borgo Egnazia resort
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during the G7 Summit hosted by Italy in Apulia region, Savelletri yesterday.

REUTERS, Borgo Egnazia

UKRAINE SUPPORT PLAN

G7 leaders agree $50bn deal

Leaders of the Group of Seven (G7) major
democracies yesterday agreed an outline deal
to provide $50 billion of loans for Ukraine
using interest from Russian sovereign assets
frozen after Moscow launched its invasion of

its neighbour in 2022.

The political agreement was the centrepiece
of the opening day in southern Italy of the
annual summit of G7 leaders, attended for a
second successive year by Ukraine’s President

Volodymyr Zelensky.

The Ukrainian leader was scheduled to

sign a new, long-term security accord with US

President Joe Biden later yesterday, as well as
one with fellow G7 member Japan.

Many of the G7 leaders are struggling at
home but determined to make a difference on
the world stage as they also seek to counter
China’s economic ambitions.

“There is a lot of work to be done, but I am
sure that in these two days we will be able to
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have discussions that will lead to concrete and
measurable results,” Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni told her G7 guests as their
talks started in a luxury hotel resort in the
southern region of Puglia.

The G7 plan for Ukraine is based on a
multi-year loan using profits from some $300
billion of impounded Russian funds.

Smoke rises following a fire at an oil refinery, on the outskirts of Erbil, Iraq yesterday. At least 10 people including

firefighters were injured while battling to control the blaze, the civil defence agency reported.
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Shakib inspires Tigers
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The result also means
Sri Lanka are out of the
tournament, managing just
one point in three matches.

Just a victory in their
final group game against a
lower-ranked Nepal on June
17 will ensure Bangladesh’s
progression (o the next
round. But even if the Tigers
lose to Nepal, it would
take either of two unlikely
outcomes (o materialise
the Netherlands beating Sri
Lanka by a healthy margin
or Nepal beating South
Africa - for Bangladesh
to be denied a Super FEight
spot.

Shakib replied to a
barrage of criticism for his
underperformance in the
first two matches in the best
way possible becoming
the eighth batter to reach
the landmark of 800 runs
in the T20 mega event while
reaching his 13th T20I fifty
off just 38 deliveries.

He smashed a total of

nine boundaries and starred
in three crucial stands of
48, 41, and an unbroken 29
with Tanzid Hasan (35 off
26), Mahmudullah Riyad
(25 off 21), and Jaker Ali (14*
off 7), respectively, to propel
Bangladesh to a competitive
score.

Meanwhile, Rishad
bowled a momentum-
changing 15th over just
when it was needed the
most, with the Netherlands
cruising towards the target
at that point - needing 56
off the final six overs with
seven wickets in hand and
two Dutch batters, skipper
Scott Edwards and Sybrand
Engelbrecht, well set in the
middle.

Rishad was taken for
seven runs, including a
boundary, in the first three
deliveries but the 21-year
old showed why Bangladesh
needed to include a genuine
leggie in their T20 World
Cup squad for the first time
as he had Engelbrecht top

edge one to Tanzim Sakib
at point.

Just a ball after ending
a crucial 42-run stand
between Engelbrecht and
Edwards, Rishad had Bas de
Leede stumped -- enticing
the batter forward with a
sharp turn and bounce that
was complimented by Liton
Das’ brilliant glovework
behind the wickets -- as
the Netherlands suddenly
found themselves in a spot
of bother at 111 for five after
15 overs.

Mustafizur, who bowled
brilliantly to give away just
12 off four overs, made the
dangerman Edwards his
sole victim of the day in
the 17th over before Rishad
had Logan van Beek top-
edge one for a caught and
bowled in the very first
delivery of the next over.

Rishad finished with
figures of three for 33 as
the Netherlands could
never bounce back from
that situation.

Govt mulling
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decided that a proposal would
be sent to China, for project
funding,” she said.

Bangladesh sent the PDPP
of the project to China in
March 2021 seeking a loan for
the project.

After evaluating the PDPP,
the Chinese government
identified some weaknesses in
the project, and they sent their
recommendations on the
project to the government in
March this year, Hasina said.

Hasina told the House that
the Chinese government, in
their evaluation, mentioned
a lack of detailed proposals
on land development and
water navigation. They also
suggested downsizing the
project by excluding some
of the components and
recommended implementing
the project in phases.

She added that a Chinese
company, “Power China”, had
sent a proposal to the Water
Development Board for a
detailed feasibility study of the
project, which is now under
consideration.
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Hezbollah attacks
9 Israeli military
sites with rockets

REUTERS, Beirut

Lebanon’s Hezbollah said yesterday it had
launched rockets and weaponised drones at
nine Israeli military sites in a coordinated attack,
ramping up hostilities on Lebanon’s southern
border for the second consecutive day.

The attacks were made in retaliation for an
Isracli strike on Tuesday that killed a senior
Hezbollah field commander.

- The group said in a statement
it had fired volleys of Katyusha

and Falaq rockets at six Israeli

military locations. Its Al-Manar
television reported more than
100 rockets fired at once.
Hezbollah’s statement said
it had also launched attack
drones at the headquarters of

Israel’s northern command, an
intelligence headquarters and a

military barracks.

A security source told Reuters that
involved firing at least 30 attack drones at once,
making it the group’s largest drone attack to date
in the eight-month-old Israeli offensive in Gaza.

The group said yesterday’s attack was in
response (o the killing. It had already carried out
at least eight attacks on Wednesday in retaliation.

Isracli strikes have killed more than 300
Hezbollah fighters in Lebanon - more than it lost
in 2006, when the sides last fought a major war,
according to a Reuters tally.
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WSJ says its journo
will face ‘sham
trial’ in Russia

AFP, New York

The technical details will be finalised in
the coming weeks, a G7 diplomatic source
told Reuters. The source, who asked not to
be named, said the additional funding would
arrive by the end of this year.

A senior US official said the United States
had agreed to provide up to $50 billion itself,
but that amount could decline significantly
as other countries announced their
participation.

The aim of the deal was to ensure it can
run for years regardless of who is in power
in each G7 state - a nod to concerns that US
Republican presidential candidate Donald
Trump might be much less sympathetic to
Kyiv if he beats Biden in November, according
to a person close to the talks.

While Meloni is flying high after
triumphing in weekend FEuropean elections,
the leaders of the other six nations - the United
States, Japan, France, Germany, Britain and
Canada - face major domestic woes that risk
undermining their authority.

The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) yesterday lashed
out at Russia’s “outrageous” announcement that
its imprisoned reporter Evan Gershkovich will
face trial on spying charges.

“Evan Gershkovich is facing a false and baseless
charge. Russia’s latest move toward a sham trial
is, while expected, deeply disappointing and still
no less outrageous,” Journal chief editor Emma
Tucker and top executives said in a statement.

Russian authorities accuse Gershkovich, a
Russia correspondent for the leading US business
newspaper, of spying and working for the CIA.

He has been imprisoned since his arrest in
March 2023 while on a reporting trip to the Urals
city of Yekaterinburg.

The Journal’s statement said he has so far been
held 441 days “for simply doing his job. Evan is a
journalist.”
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