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and columnist, said a press Fnvironment Minister At the same time, the court issued a one-month

release.

Milon was the chairman
of the Press Institute
of Bangladesh and the
president of the unified
Bangladesh Federal Union
of  Journalists  (BFUJ).
He was also one of the
founders of Bangabandhu
Parishad.

He began his journalism
career at the daily Sangbad
in 1963 and subsequently
worked for the daily
Paygam and Azad in 1964.

In 1965, he joined the
daily Ittefaq, where he
served as the advisory
editor until his passing.
Milon wrote a column titled
“Ghare-Baire” in the Ittefaq

under the pseudonym
“Sandhani”.
Born in  Sarail,

Brahmanbaria, in 1935,
Milon was honoured with
the Ekushey Padak in 2012
for his contributions to
journalism.

He passed away on June
14, 2015.
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SUZIT DAS, from Rajbari

Commuters in Rajbari Sadar
upazila have been suffering for
over two years as construction
work of a new bridge over the
Mora Kumar river was abandoned
by the contractor firm after they
demolished the old bridge there.

Local Government Engineering
Department in the upazila took
the initiative to demolish the
old girder bridge on the river
connecting Kolarhat-Nimtala road
in December 2021, and replace
it with a new 20-metre-long and
7.33-metre-wide bridge at a cost of
Tk 1,89,71,000.

A contractor firm from Barishal,
Rupali Construction, was awarded
the tender for the project, slated to
be completed by June 2023.

After demolishing the old
bridge and making a narrow,
earthen diversion road for

vehicles to cross over during the
project duration, the contractors,
however, abandoned the work and

left the site.

The Kolarhat-Nimtala road
connects Rajbari district
headquarters to the rest of the
district.  Also, Dhaka-bound
passenger buses and other vehicles
from Rajbari and Faridpur use
the road. Since the old bridge
was demolished, plying of buses,
trucks, private cars, ambulances,
and all other four-wheelers has
remained suspended.

At present, commuters can
only use rickshaws and easy-bikes
on the unpaved diversion road to
cross the river and get on other
vehicles.

Visiting Kolarhat area recently,
this  correspondent saw  an
around 20 feet deep ditch was
dug on Kolarhat-Nimtala road for
construction of the new bridge,
with the diversion road beside it to
allow small vehicles to ply. However,
there was no signboard on the road.

“It is very difficult to use the
unpaved diversion road as wheels
of vehicles get stuck in deep mud

and get damaged if it rains,” said
Mizan Sheikh, 33, a rickshaw-van
puller.

Md Afzal Mollah, 24, a truck
driver, said they now have to travel
7-9 kilometres more to reach their
destinations from Kolarhat Bazar
as they cannot use the diversion
road.

Sohidul Islam, 25, owner of
a shop at Kolarhat Bazar, said,
“There are nearly 725 shops on
both ends of the spot where the old
bridge used to be. Our businesses
are severely affected in absence of
the bridge to connect to the road.”

Md Seken Mollah, 55, a grocer,
echoed him.

Contacted, AKM Rafiqul Islam,
senior assistant engineer of LGED
in Rajbari, said they cancelled the
work order to Rupali Construction
and fined them Tk 16.61 lakh for
abandoning work.

“We also issued a re-tender
for the bridge’s construction.
Hopefully the work will begin
soon,” he added.

Saber Hossain Chowdhury
in parliament yesterday.

He was responding to a
query from Awami League
MP M Abdul Latif during a
question-answer session.

Regarding illegal
brick Kkilns, the minister
disclosed that significant
enforcement actions
have been taken. “From
April 2019 to April this
year, 2,338 drives were
conducted against illegal
brick kilns,” he said.

These efforts resulted in
4,436 cases being filed and
98 individuals sentenced
to various terms of
imprisonment, with fines
totaling Tk 111.50 crore,
Saber added.

Meanwhile, Law Minister
Anisul Huq told parliament
that among 12 cadet
colleges in the country,
three are only three girls’
cadet colleges. He also
said there are none in the
southern region.

Besides, Civil Aviation
Minister Muhammad Faruk
Khan told the House it is
not true that Biman flights
operate with empty seats.

The minister said Biman
tickets can only be booked
with passenger information
through various authorised
channels, including Biman'’s
website, GDS, mobile app,
call centre, and sales centres.

status quo on the eviction proceedings. The
Dhaka South City Corporation authorities have
been asked to implement this order.

The HC bench of Justice Farah Mahbub and
Justice Md Atabullah issued the order following a
petition seeking necessary directives.

The court asked the DSCC to make alternative
arrangements for the residents and then take the
initiative to move them.

60 eminent
citizens protest
the eviction
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Sixty eminent citizens have expressed their anger
over Dhaka South City Corporation’s attempt to
evict the Harijan community of Miranzilla City
Colony without providing rehabilitation.

“This colony in Bangshal is 400 years old,
where thousands of people are living in inhumane
conditions. The Harijan community also believes
that the mayor’s decision to evict them from the
colony amounts to a severe violation of human
rights,” they said in a statement yesterday.

Sultana Kamal and Rasheda K Chowdhury,
advisors of the former caretaker government,
Khushi Kabir, coordinator of Nijera Kori,
Iftekharuzzaman, executive director of TIB, ZI
Khan Panna, advocate at the Supreme Court,
lawyer Rana Dasgupta, general secretary of the
Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Oikya
Parishad, and Syeda Rizwana Hasan, executive
director of the Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association, were among the signatories.
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