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Free rein for gold
smugglers in
Jhenaidah

Azim ‘invented’ a token system for carriers, cops
MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN and

RASHIDUL HASAN

Since he was recruited as a carrier about
six months ago, Sohel (real name withheld)
transported smuggled golds on his
motorbike from Jashore to Jhenaidah’s
Maheshpur border at least 27 times.

He was arrested by local police in
January but came out of jail within weeks.

Ever since, police never stopped him as
his bike’s registration number was passed
on to the local police as part of the deal
with smuggling kingpins, Sohel told The
Daily Star during a recent visit to the area.

The now slain Jhenaidah MP Anwarul
Azim Anar is said to have invented this
system, known as “token system,” for easy

> BGB seized
925.919%g
gold from
bordering
districts from
2014 t0 2023

» 27.713kg
gold seized

in first 3
months of
2024

» BGB arrested

290 people, YEAR

movement of smuggled gold.

Secrecy in this gold smuggling
operations is of utmost importance. So
carriers like Sohel do not even know the
names of their recruiters as well as the
consignment receivers at the border.

“For the job, I would receive a monthly
salary of Tk 40,000, no matter how many
consignments [ carried. However, the
delivery operations remain suspended
for the last few weeks,” said Sohel, also a
support staffer at a Jashore madrasa.

According to him, there are dozens of
carriers like him whose only job is to pick
up consignments from Jashore or other
nearby districts and drop them off at

Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan rekindled batting form with an unbeaten team-high 64 runs off

Shakib inspires
Tigers closer
to Super 8s

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Premier all-rounder Shakib
Al Hasan returned to form
to put Bangladesh on the
brink of the Super Eight of
the ongoing T20 World Cup
with a convincing 25-run
win over the Netherlands
in a Group D encounter at
the Arnos Vale Ground in
Kingstown on Thursday.
Shakib’s statement-
making 46-ball 64 that
saw Bangladesh set a
competitive 160-run target
was well-complimented by
young leg-spinner Rishad
Hossain, who picked up two
crucial wickets in one over,
to help the Tigers sway the
momentum of the game
towards them, as the Tigers
restricted the Netherlands

Maheshpur border. 46 balls against the Netherlands in a Group D T20 World Cup fixture at the Arnos Vale Ground in Kingstown to 134 for eight.
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 yesterday, helping his side to a 25-run win in a high-stakes encounter. PHOTO: BCB SEE PAGE7 COL1
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job was done.
The assurance

WORTH OF SEIZED GOLD | WEIGHT OF SEIZED GOLD

the masterminds of MP Anwarul Azim
Anar murder that he would pay after the

came when Mintu
Aktaruzzaman Shahin over WhatsApp on May 5 or 6.

o

Azim
talked to

On June 5, Amanullah alias Shimul Bhuiyan, the

coordinator of the Killing mission, confessed this before

Kazi Kamal Ahmed Babu, relief and social welfare

World Bank report.

By 2040, it could cause the loss of
6.5 percent of the country’s cropland,
said the report titled ‘Framework
for Implementing Green Growth in
Bangladesh’.

The report, which was released
yesterday, said climate variability could
result in the loss of 18 percent of the
cropland in southern Bangladesh.

from events such as 100-year coastal
floods, which could become more
frequent.

“Climate and other environmental
hazards have greater impacts on the
poor and other vulnerable groups.
Efforts to reduce poverty, particularly
amongst populations whose livelihoods
rely heavily on natural resources,

filed 289 2022 Tk 26.29 crore 38.40 kilograms
cases from aDhaka court.
2014 t0 2022 2023 Tk 31.83 crore 37.56 kilograms
Rejoinder S 1’ 1
joinder, t Martin’s running
our reply
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Biman Bangladesh sent
a rejoinder to a report
published on the front
page of The Daily Star
titled “Biman U-turns to
buy Airbus Planes”, on
May 29, 2024. Below, we
are publishing the full
text of the rejoinder (as is),
followed by our reply.
BIMAN’S REJOINDER
As per The Daily Star’s
report a new appraisal
committee was formed on
April 22, 2024 regarding
the purchase of Airbus 350.
Biman Management
challenges the veracity of
this report as in reality,
existing Techno-Financial
Committee (TFC), which
SEE PAGE 2 COL 4
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Reserves to
get $2b boost
this month

Forex reserves may
receive over $2
billion this month,
sending the total to
nearly $21 billion,
handing a much-
needed relief to US
dollar supply.

The reserves
surged by $538
million on
Wednesday and
another $1.65 billion
will be added from
the IMF and the
World Bank by June.

STORY ON B1

out of supplies

Explosions in Myanmar rock
neighbourhoods in Teknaf

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

Amid growing skirmishes between
the Myanmar military and the Arakan
Army across the border, movement of
vessels between Teknaf and the Saint
Martin’s Island has become risky,
causing uncertainty over supply of food
and other essentials to the island.
Bangladesh government’s initiative
to send provisions to the island had to
be postponed yesterday, as the fighting
along the border escalated, threatening
the safety of vessels on the Naf river.
The Saint Martin’s Island is almost
out of food and other supplies after the
suspension of vessel movement on the
usual route via the Naf. Over the last few
days, several trawlers and speedboats had

¢) Myanmarwarships reach
the Naf

been fired upon from across the border.

St Martin’s, which can only be
accessed by boats, has not had regular
supplies sent to it since June 6.

The tiny island depends on the
mainland for almost all of its supplies.

The Cox’s Bazar administration
yesterday postponed its move to send
two supply trawlers to the island from
Teknaf. The tourist ship Baro Awlia
would set sail for the island from the
Cox’s Bazar BIWTA jetty today with
passengers, food, and supplies, said
Mohammad Adnan Chowdhury, Teknaf
upazila nirbahi officer.

Mujibor Rahman, chairman of St
Martin’s Union Parishad, said the food
crisis on the island was turning severe.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

¢) Food prices skyrocket as
stocks running out on island

Fighting between Myanmar
troops and Arakan Army turns
fierce

¢)) People make risky journeys
across rough seas to reach
Teknaf

Martin’s postponed

J
o Move to send supplies to St
d

Supplies have not reached St
Martin’s in eight days

o Dhaka issues protest note to
Naypyidaw
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