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85,113 to perform
hajj this year

All pre-hajj flights end

RASHIDUL HASAN

uncertainty,
almost all intended pilgrims have
gone to Saudi Arabia to perform the

Finally ending all

hajj this year.

Through the operation of the
last hajj flights of Flynas from
Dhaka airport around 6:00pm

various reasons -- including sickness
and personal reasons, said Bazlul
Haque Biswas, an official of Ashkona

Hajj Camp.

Office.

yesterday, the outgoing hajj flight

operation of this year came to an

end.

The month-long flight operation

began on May 9.

This year, a total of 85,180
were registered (o
perform hajj. Of them, 85,113 have
gone to Saudi Arabia through 217

Bangladeshis

flights of Biman, Saudia and Flynas,

said Abdul Maleq, assistant hajj

officer at the Hajj Office.
Of the total

pilgrims,
people went to Saudi Arabia under
the government hajj management.
However, 51 intended pilgrims
failed to go to Saudi Arabia for

4,482

airport.

Biman carried 40,903 pilgrims
in 105 flights, Saudia carried 30,021,
and Flynas carried 14,189 pilgrims,
according to Dhaka’s Ashkona Hajj

This was the first time that
immigration formalities for all hajj
pilgrims at the Saudi airport were
completed in advance at the Dhaka

“This was the smoothest ever
hajj management in the recent

Hajj

history of Bangladesh. All credit
goes to the sincere joint efforts
of the religious alfairs ministry,
Agencies
Bangladesh and other
organisations,” HAAB President M
Shahadat Hossain Taslim told The
Daily Star.

Association  of
related

Hajj management was not easy,

After

operation,
ministry expressed concerns at
different times that several thousand
pilgrims might not be able to go to
Saudi Arabia due to mismanagement
and lack of sincerity among private

as there were lots of challenges and
uncertainty, he added.
beginning

the
religious

hajj

the affairs

hajj agencies.

“Due to the strong and repeated
vigilance of the ministry, all that
uncertainty
Matiul Islam, additional secretary of

was resolved,” said

the religious affairs ministry.

this year.

Hajj will be observed on June 15

High supply, higher Yunus being tried
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Meherul Islam, a lessee
member of Barabari cattle
market in Lalmonirhat
Sadar wupazila, told The
Daily Star that cattle
farmers have been waiting
for hours to sell at their
expected rates.

Only 20-25 percent of
the supplied cattle have
been sold, he said, adding
that around 6,000 cattle
are supplied every day.

Sohrab  Hossain, 60,
a cattle farmer from
Char Jorgachh area in
Kurigram’s Chilmari
upazila, said he brought
two cows, but could only
sell one.

“I sold a cow for Tk
65,000 as I needed the
money for my family, but
a month ago the price of

this cow was Tk 70,000,”
he said.
In Pabna, prices of

sacrificial animals are still
very high at cattle markets,
including Sharatnagar
Haat, Ekdanta Haat, and
Chatmohar Rail Bazar
Haat, even though there is
no scarcity of cattle.

Mojibar, a buyer at
Sharatnagar Haat, said, “I
have a budget of Tk 90,000
to Tk 1lakh. Unfortunately,
I am unable to get the
expected animal according
to my budget. Traders are
asking for Tk 110 lakh to
Tk 120 lakh for a small
cow, which is too high for
my budget.”

(Our correspondents from
Lalmonirhat and Pabna
contributed to the report)
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took place at the meeting
with the delegation.

“They wanted to know
when the Labour Law
would be passed.Itold them
that we want an end to the
complaint filed against
us with the International
Labour Court. We have
done enough work on the
law. We are also working
on amending it. We asked
them to support us at their
governing body meeting
next November,” he said.

The law minister also
said many questions have
come from their countries
about Yunus' trial process.

“I told them that he
[Yunus] violated the rights
of the workers. There
was a case against him
to this effect and he has
been sentenced. Besides,
108 workers sued him
personally. Some of them
withdrew  their  cases
after he assured them of
compensation,” he said.

Meanwhile, Supreme

Court Bar Association
President AM  Mahbub
Uddin Khokon told

reporters at a briefing on
the SC premises yesterday
that Yunus is being
harassed with cases one
after another, and this

harassment should stop
immediately.
“Many say that Prof

Yunus has won the Nobel
Prize.. as if it were his
offence to win it. He did
not award it to himself. The
committee concerned gave
him the prize,” he added.

“Dr Yunus was put in an
iron cage in a Dhaka court,
which was very insulting o
him. Where does this end?”
he said.

“We don’t know how to
honour a respected person.
There is no democracy,
human rights, or rule of
law in the country. People
cannot exercise their right to
vote. The countryisnotbeing
governed in accordance with
the constitution,” the SCBA
president said.

New walkway to open
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“It takes me a considerable
time to cross theriver by ferry
as the bridge remains closed.
Once vehicle movement on
the bridge resumes, it will
mitigate our suffering,” said
Nayeem Uddin, who used to
commute from Boalkhali
upazila to the port city using
the bridge.

BR officials said they are
trying to reopen the bridge
for vehicular movement
within June.

“The road work of the
bridge is expected to be
completed within this
month,” Zishan Dutta said.

Constructed in 1931, the
metre-gauge single-line rail
bridge was reconfigured in
1962 so that vehicles could
use it too.

BR has long been
working to replace
Kalurghat  Bridge, and

already got a proposal to
construct a rail and road
bridge approved.

Woman Killed,
20 hurtin
clash over land

Clash ensued
following
announcement
through loudspeaker

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

A woman was killed and
20 others injured in clash
between (wo groups of
villagers over a land dispute
in Basail upazila of Tangail

yesterday.

The clash ensued
following an
announcement made
through a loudspeaker
from a local mosque.

The  deceased  was
identified as Monowara
Begum, 50.

Police arrested two
people so far, said

Mazharul Amin, officer-
in-charge of Basail Police
Station.

Residents from
Uttarpara and
Dakkhinpara in Kashil

union engaged in the
conflict around 10:00am,
using lethal weapons, said
police and witnesses.

Additional police
personnel were deployed
in the area to bring the
situation under control.

Among the injured, ten
people from Uttarpara
and five from Dakkhinpara
were admitted to Tangail
General Hospital.

Of them, two individuals
from Uttarpara -- Minhaj
Uddin, 37, and Billal, 55 -
were transferred to Dhaka,
said Aiqur Rahman, in
charge of the hospital
police box. The OC said no
one filed any case yet.

Conduct drives
against loan
defaulters

JP lawmakers urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Reserved seat MP Salma Islam yesterday in
parliament demanded that the government initiate a
drive against loan defaulters and money launderers.
While participating in the general discussion
on the proposed budget, Saima said, “A section of
money launderers and bank looters have brought

the country to the brink of destruction.”

Salma, also Jatiyo Party co-chairperson, said
although the small fish are sometimes punished but
the big ones remain safe. “They rescheduled loan
payments in different phases, showing influence.
As a result, their names do not appear as loan

defaulters,” she said.
Another JP MP, Golam Kibria, said action

should

be taken against those responsible for the financial

crisis, money laundering and corruption.

Time to intensify

movement for

democracy: Fakhrul

UNB, Dhaka

Stating that all opposition parties are now

united

against the current government, BNP Secretary
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir yesterday
said the ongoing movement for the restoration of

democracy will be intensified soon.
Speaking at a discussion, he also said the

Awami

League government is now the main enemy of the
opposition parties as it has destroyed all institutions

of the country.

He said their party is talking to all the leftist and
right wing parties to make their ongoing movement

a success.

“Iam very happy (o say that in this movement, no
political party was in favour of this government, no
one supported them... This is a great success of the
movement. No one went to the so-called polls (on

January 7), except the Jatiyo Party,” he said.

Action if extra
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significantly one to two
days Dbefore FEid when
most service workers leave
Dhaka, he said.

Since buses departing
Dhaka for FEid trips often
cannot return on time,
local buses exploit this
situation to coerce workers
into taking these local
buses to reach their village
homes, he said.

Acknowledging that
stopping these local buses
is often difficult, Munibur,
however, mentioned that
video cases can be filed
against such buses, allowing
for later strict action.

Munibur said
surveillance teams
comprised of policemen,
representatives of BRTA,
city  corporations, and
executive magistrates,
as well as mobile courts
are present at every bus
terminal to act upon any
complaints of undue fare
collection.

Munibur also advised
motorcyclists travelling
long distances (o wear
helmets and follow speed
limits.

He also said vehicles
transporting cattle must
go (o city corporation-
approved markets and
load or unload the
animals within the market
premises, not on the roads,
he added.

Cattle-carrying vehicles

must display a sticker
banner indicating the
designated  market (o

make sure that those are
given priority and avoid
harassment, he said.

Watch towers have been
set up at all cattle markets
in the capital to monitor the
overall situation, he added.

Partners in Population and Development (PPD)

An Inter-Governmental Organization Promating South-South Cooperation

Three Year's External Audit

PPD iz an international Intergovernmenial Alliance of 27 developing couniries headquartered
in Dhaka, Bangladesh. It is inviting for submission of Request for Expression of Interest (Eol)
from an Intemationally Accredited Chartered Accounting Firm located outside Bangladesh to
conduct Three Years' External Audit (2021-2023) of PPD. Pravious experience in conducting
audit of similar nature in Inter-governmental organization/UN is preferable.

The Interested firm is requestad 1o submit Expression of Interest (Eol)y with financial proposals
to PPD at the following address on or before 20 June, 2024 with sealed envelope.

Partners in Population and Development (PPD)
Piot- 17 B & C, Block- F, Agargean Adminisiretive Zone, Sher-E-Bangia Meger, Dhakes- 1207
E-mail: parinersiippdsec.org COC lo populationt @Emefwd. gov.bd

For detailed Terms of Reference (Tok ) please vish our websie hip:iwaw pariners-popdey.ong

Budget too
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corruption, which might be
the reason as to why it is not
being followed,” he said.

Adil recommended
creating a district-wise
masterplan to improve the
lives of people.

BIP vice president Syed
Shahriar Amin said, “We
need detailed plans and
clear budget allocations
for each sector. The budget
should serve everyone.”

BIP  joint  secretary
Tamzidul Islam said the
government  needs  to
prioritise planning to ensure
effective use of the budget.

HC grants
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Traders, and four others
for six months in the case
around 11:00am.

The bench also issued
a rule asking the state and
ACC o explain why they
should not be granted
regular bail in the case.

The HC bench issued the
bail order and rule following
a petition filed by the five
accused seeking bail.

The case was filed
against them on November
26 last year on charges of
misappropriating 72,000
tonnes of government-
imported urea fertiliser,
valued at Tk 582 crore,
during transportation, the
ACC lawyer said.
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