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Visiting different areas in Sylhet recently, this correspondent observed that numerous hills were razed to pave way for construction of houses. The photos were taken in the 
city’s Chamelibagh area. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

MINTU DESHWARA, from Sylhet

Threat of landslides during monsoon 
looms large in Sylhet as illegal razing of 
the district’s hills continues unabated.

On June 10, three of a family were killed 
in Sylhet as a mudslide buried their house, 
raising concerns about such incidents 
recurring in the coming days.

Environmentalists alleged that culprits 
have long been cutting down hills illegally 
in the region, while the Department of 
Environment continues to remain largely 
silent. 

Visiting different areas in Sylhet 
recently, this correspondent observed 
that numerous hills were razed to pave 

way for construction of houses.
“Over 30 percent of Sylhet’s hills 

have been razed in the last two and half 
decades. At present, there are 1,875 hills 
in the four districts under Sylhet division, 
encompassing an area of 4,811 acres,” said 
Md Badrul Huda, assistant director of 
DoE in the district.

“In the last six months, 19 individuals 
and institutions were fined a total of Tk 
1,13,77,313 during nine drives against 
illegal hill cutting in Sylhet. Also, 11 cases 
were filed against 39 accused,” he added.

However, Abdul Karim Kim, general 
secretary of Bangladesh Poribesh 
Andolon’s Sylhet unit, alleged that at 
least 50 percent of the hills in Sylhet have 

been destroyed, far higher than the DoE’s 
figure.

A section of government officials 
and local influential people have been 
abetting the hill destroyers in exchange 
for bribes, he alleged.

Thousands of low-income families 
are living amid risk across different hills 
in Howladarpara, Akhalia, Peermahalla 
Brahmanshmashan Jahangirnagar, 
Tarapur Tea Garden, Baluchar, Airport 
Road, Khadimpara, Khadimnagar, Jonaki, 
Islampur Majortila, and Monglirpar areas 
of Sylhet city, and also in different areas 
of Habiganj and Moulvibazar districts, he 
added.

“The hill area in Majortila is now 

a bustling hub of soil trade. Hills are 
continuously being razed to extract soil, 
while the loose earth gets washed away in 
rain and runs off to waterbodies, causing 
siltation. This must be stopped,” said AH 
Arif, a Sylhet city resident.

Saheda Akhter, coordinator of 
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers 
Association’s Sylhet unit, said, “According 
to the land survey data in 1956, there were 
1,025 hills in six upazilas of Sylhet district, 
and hundreds of others in three other 
upazilas. Also, in different places it was 
claimed that there were a total of 1,900 
hills across Sylhet division. However, there 
is no exact information in this regard.” 

Landslide risk looms large 
Illegal hill razing continues unabated in Sylhet
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AL MP seeks 
black money 
investment in 
stock market
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ruling Awami League MP Noor Mohammed from 
Jamalpur-1 demanded in parliament yesterday 
that the government allow investment of black 
money in the stock market.

He made this demand during a general 
discussion on the proposed budget for fiscal 2024-
25.

He said as the stock market has been at a low 
point for the last two months, allowing black 
money to be invested will help in the share 
market’s recovery.

Noor requested the finance minister to 
reconsider the proposed 25 percent tax on 
imported cars for MPs, particularly for new MPs. 

Meanwhile, Nilufar Anjum, a lawmaker 
from  Mymensingh-3, highlighted the high 
unemployment rate among educated youth and 
requested a temporary allowance for them before 
they secure jobs or start businesses. 

11pc of population 
at risk of arsenic 
contamination
Says LGRD minister
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

LGRD Minister Tazul Islam informed parliament 
yesterday that 11 percent of the country’s 
population is at risk of arsenic contamination. 

Citing the 2019 Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 
and Unicef, he confirmed this statistic during a 
question-answer session with Awami League MP 
from Noakhali-2, Morshed Alam.

The minister highlighted various government 
projects aimed at protecting the public from 
arsenic. 
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