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Climate crisis
allects women,
children more

Speakers tell discussion
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Women and children are more affected by environmental
disasters in Bangladesh, said speakers at a discussion
yesterday.

They also said Dhaka’s rapid and unplanned
urbanisation has degraded the environment, causing
pollution and excessive heat that severely threatens
women’s and children’s health, resulting in a rise in
pregnancy complications and infant mortality.

The event titled “Endangered Environment Fading
Dhaka: Transition Thoughts” was organised by Bangladesh
Mahila Parishad at the
capitals’ Segunbagicha.

Dr Nabanita Islam,
associate professor and
head of architecture
department at University
of Asia Pacific, said
climate change is one of
the major environmental
challenges at present.
Women and girls are
the direct and indirect
victims of environmental
disasters and climate change.

She emphasised on speedy implementation of climate
action plans, coordination between government policy
makers and implementing agencies, ensuring women'’s
participation in climate action plans, removing air
polluting transport, stopping indiscriminate tree felling
and waste management of brick kilns and factories.

Dr Fauzia Moslem, president of Mahila Parishad, said
Dhaka’s environment is in a very fragile state, creating
adverse effects on the health of women and children. In this
situation, steps must be taken to deal with the environmental
disaster of Dhaka. Advocate Masuda Rehana Begum, joint
general secretary of Mahila Parishad, also spoke.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Speedy implementation of
climate action plans

Coordination between govt
policy makers, implementing
agencies

Ensuring women’s participation
in climate action plans
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Flood damages 200km
of roads in Sylhet

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Since May 27, Sylhet has faced severe
flooding due to relentless rain, wreaking
havoc onits transportation infrastructure.
Estimates indicate that road damages
across the district have already reached
Tk 200 crore, a figure expected to rise.

In Gowainghat upazila, Mohammad
Manik Mia from Baurbagh described
how the flooding submerged most of the
roads, leaving behind large potholes that
disrupt traffic and raise concerns about
accidents.

Commuters now face higher fares

when using CNG-run vehicles due to the
poor road conditions.

Raihan Ahmed, a CNG run vehicle driver,
highlighted the challenge of navigating the
pothole-ridden roads, which often results in
vehicle damage. The situation has strained
hislivelihood, with repair costs outweighing
his income from fares.

The Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) and Roads and
Highways Department (RHD) reported
that 12 out of 13 upazilas in Sylhet have
been affected by flood.

The situation is improving, but the
conditions were severe in Gowainghat,

Zakiganj, Jaintapur, Companiganj, and
Kanaighat upazilas. Many roads in these
areas were closed for several days due to
damage.

According to LGED, approximately
160km of roads in Sylhet have been
damaged, costing around Tk 118.70 crore.
The RHD reported that 40km of roads
have been damaged, incurring a loss of Tk
84 crore.

Affected roads include the Shari-
Gowainghat, Darbast-Kanaighat,
Companyganj-Chatak, Fenchuganj-
Manikona, and the Sylhet-Tamabil roads
in Jaintapur.

KM Faruq Hossain, executive engineer
of LGED Sylhet, said the full extent of the
damage will not be known until the water
recedes completely. So far, approximately
160km of roads under LGED’s jurisdiction
have been damaged, causing a loss of Tk
118.7 crore.

Amir Hossain, executive engineer
of RHD in Sylhet, said 40km of roads
have been damaged, causing a loss of Tk
84 crore. Temporary repairs have been
made to the most damaged roads to
allow vehicular movement. Permanent
repairs will take time and require further
inspection and allocation of funds.

Private company filling
up part of Belai beel

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur “I lodged a complaint against
Banglamark on March 21 for filling
up the low-lying agricultural land and
the waterbody in Nalshada village.
In response, the UNO and assistant
commissioner in the upazila only
visited the site but took no action in
this regard yet,” said Benazir Sarkar, a
resident of Shimulia Sarkar Bari village
___inthe upazila.
“Banglamark’s sand
filling activities are

. going on at night

\_in presence of a

A company named Banglamark has
been filling up a part of Belai beel with
sand, allegedly without any permission,
in Nalshada village under Kaliganj
upazila of Gazipur.

Visiting the area recently, this
correspondent saw that the company
was filling up a 12-bigha fenced
portion of the waterbody
that encompasses a vast
area on both sides of
the  Tongi-Kaliganj

road. supervisor,” he
According alleged.

to the wupazila | Contacted,

administration | | Kazi Nahid,

and related | the supervisor,

sources, the High
Court had issued

a status quo order
on January 27,
2019 o protect the
government waterbody
and adjacent agricultural

land in Kaliganj.

Andyet, various companies have long
been filling up portions of the natural
water reservoir and constructing
structures there, locals alleged.

Previously, several mobile court
drives were carried out against illegal
structures  built  encroaching the
waterbody, and the accused were fined
and ordered to stop sand filling.

claimed that the
company’s owner

Rafiqul Islam owns

the portion of the
waterbody.

He also claimed

that another real estate

company has been spreading

misinformation against Banglamark

after failing to purchase the same

property.

SM Imam Razi, UNO and executive
magistrate of Kaliganj upazila, said
Banglamark has been fined several
times for filling up Belai beel. “If they
still continue sand filling, we will file a
case against them,” he said.

Defeated
candidate files
complaint with
EC over attack

STAR REPORT

A complaint was filed with
the Election Commission in
Dhaka yesterday regarding
an attack on a defeated
chairman candidate and
his family by supporters
of the winning candidate
centring the Madhyanagar
upazila polls on June 7.

Supporters of Abdur
Razzak Bhuiyan, allegedly
attacked  the  defeated
candidate, Saidur Rahman,
and his family near their
residence in Datiapara
village. The violence left
at least seven people,
including Saidur and his
son lawyer Arifur Rahman,
seriously injured.

Family members of the
victims claimed the police
have not taken any action
against  the  attackers.
Razzak is the elder brother
of Rangpur Range DIG
Abdul Baten.

Masukur Rahman,
eldest son of Saidur, filed
the complaint with the EC.

Meanwhile, Sunamganj
District Lawyers’ Association
and Songkhubdho Nagorik

Andolon, Sylhet held
separate  human chains
protesting  the  attack.

They demanded a judicial
investigation.

Witnesses  said  the
attack was reportedly led by
Azim Mahmud, a nephew
of Razzak.

Meanwhile, Azim filed
a case against 17 people,
including Saidur, with
Madhyanagar Police
Station on Saturday night.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Bangshi is

DYING

Pollution, encroachment
turn once-vibrant river into
a narrow canal

Terrible
toilets

Hospital washrooms in
appalling state, says icddr,b

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

The once-vibrant Bangshi river in Jamalpur is slowly
dying. Merchants once navigated its waters on large
boats, but now, the three-kilometre stretch of the river
within Jamalpur municipality barely resembles a three-
metre-wide canal before merging with the Brahmaputra.

Encroachment, pollution, and unchecked siltation
have led (o its decline.

In 2007, local authorities began demarcating the
river’s land and excavating it to reduce waterlogging.
However, the river was soon filled with garbage dumped
by residents.

“Whenever it rains, our houses flood with dirty
water as the river can no longer drain it away. The
bad odour from the river is a constant nuisance. The
municipality should take urgent steps to clean the
river,” said Aminul Sheikh, a resident of Dayamayi area.

Other locals shared his concerns.

“The river has become a canal over the years due
to illegal land grabbing. Now it is filled with garbage
and serves as a mosquito breeding ground. The
municipality should clean up the waterbody and
excavate,” said Jahangir Selim, president of Jamalpur
District Environment Protection Movement.

Mayor Mohammad Sanowar, however, put the onus
on the locals for the river’s plight.

“We repeatedly try to prevent residents from
throwing waste into the water body. We need to
conduct mass awareness drives in this regard,” he said.

Research,

Only 68 percent of government hospitals have
functional toilets, of which, only 33 percent are
clean, as per a new study.

Meanwhile, for private hospitals, at least 92
percent are functional while 56 percent of the
toilets are clean.

International Centre for Diarrheal Disease
Bangladesh
the study in collaboration with University of
Technology, Sydney and the Directorate General
of Health Services (DGHS).

(icddr,b)  conducted

There was only one toilet
for every 214 people in
public hospitals and 94

for private ones

According WaterAid, for
institutional toilets in

should be one toilet for
every 20—25 patients

The study evaluated
2,459 toilets in Dhaka’s
healthcare facilities

The study, which surveyed 12 government and
private hospitals in Dhaka, was recently published
in the journal PLOS ONE, according to a icddr,b
press release issued yesterday.

The study found high user-to-toilet ratios in
outpatient facilities in Dhaka hospitals.

There was only one toilet for every 214 people
in public hospitals and 94 for private, significantly
below the recommended standards set by
WaterAid, the study shows.

According WaterAid, for institutional toilets in
outpatient facilities, there should be one toilet for
every 20-25 patients.

The study evaluated 2,459 toilets in Dhaka’s
healthcare facilities to assess the availability,
functionality, and cleanliness of toilets.
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Memao: 5025/2

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Dated: (9/06/2024

e-Tender 1s invited m the National ¢-GP System Portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the Procurement of following works given below:

This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline’hard copies will be accepted.
To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (hup/www eprocure,gov bd) is required, Further information and
guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from ¢-GP help desk (Email: helpdeski@eprocure gov.bd).

GD-973

M. Faisal Alam

Executive Engineer

Zilla Parishad, Natore

www.zpnatore.gzov.bd

Memo No. 46.00.6900.002.34.027.16-234
e-Tender Notice: 04/2023-2024

e-Tender is invited in the National ¢-GP System Portal (hitp.//www.eprocure gov.bd) for the procurement ZP Dinajpur as

e e gemife
st =z Eqfe

Date: 10/06/2024

SL Tender | Invitation Reference Name of works Tender closing mentioned below.

Nao. 1D No. date & time = . - . m = _
1 997617 egp/bari/external/ External water supply work at RRF Police Lines Barishal under the project | 20/06/2024 12:00 Sk I'\“'" 990463 Olf;lgﬁr"!:}ZMW il L'?;;;ggg%f‘:g% tishe ;éﬂ?&n%ﬁﬂt&l fﬂgme
water/'supply/RRF/ Construction of Bansal & Sylhet Armed Police Battalion (APBN} and 3 T e = - T - "k D ST - el
23-24 Range Reserve Force (RRF) Police Lines = Ja04 78 04'}.ZPN':3,3_24"“ -02 ;2".0'6',;0'4‘1"'301:“1 ;2.-95.-50;441_3.00;!"1
2 Q97288 | PWD/Ban/CO/ Remaining Work Commandant Officers Bunglow for APBN Barisal under | 200062024 12:00 3 990490 04 .'ZPN.'.."LQJ" W03 == "..06",_“24'1 2.30pm = ".ﬂﬁ".‘ﬂ"d- 15.00pm
£ AN ; . . i 4 990493 04/ZPN/23-24/W-04 25/06/2024-12.30pm 25/06/2024-13.00pm

Bunglow/2023-24 the project Construction of Barisal & Sylhet Armed Police Battalion e 590495 04/ 7PN/ 3394 W05 T 35/06/2004-13 30n 35/06/2024-13 00
(APBN) and Ranpe Reserve Force (RRF) Police Lines = 5904050 LA e ’,\ ,": ‘;:{ I"’{‘I- = : P ;:_" ﬁll--{ 280 '{:lnpm
3 997289 | PWD/Bari/Site/Clean | Ancillary renovation work includmg with site cleaning & sanitary repair for | 20/06/2024 12:00 g — ‘}Uiﬂ‘)g ugiﬁ;%;;i\:_hg “%‘_{;2_:0%?} g-idpm ;;;35?:;_:%3_1[ ; 'E\mpm
ing/APBN/2023-24 | APBN Barishal under the project Construction of Barisal & Sylhet Armed 8 S55095 04T RB TS0 ;?-ﬂ( e 2'30””‘ S ORPO] 3'{}”“'“
Police Baitalion (APBN) and Range Reserve Force (RRF) Police Lines = LS aBE A L L Pl L L e VR

accepted.

any registered bank branches up to 25-Jun-2024 Time: 12.30pm.

(helpdesk@eprocure gov.bd).

I. This is an online tender where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal. No offline hard copies will be

2. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http//www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
3. The fees or downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through

4. Further information and guideline are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP helpdesk

PWD Division, Barishal
Tel: 02478864915
E-mail: e¢_bari@pwd.gov.bd

G974

M. Asadﬁnmbi

Assistant Engineer
Zilla Parishad, Natore




