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Grameenphone launches latest episode of Lumiere
featuring Rezwana Choudhury Bannya

Grameenphone has unveiled the newest episode in its
Lumiére series, this time shining a spotlight on Rezwana
Choudhury Bannya, an icon in the world of music.
Known for her profound influence on the Bangladeshi
music scene, Bannya'’s episode offers viewers an intimate
look into her life, philosophy, and the artistic journey
that has defined her career.

Rezwana Choudhury Bannya, a name that resonates
with music aficionados, is celebrated for her dedication
to preserving and promoting Rabindra Sangeet. In
her featured episode, Lumiére takes the audience on
a journey through Bannya’s life, exploring her deep
connection to music, her experiences at Shantiniketan,
and the philosophy that guides her work.

This episode is not just a recounting of her
accomplishments but a heartfelt narrative of her
devotion to music as a way of life.

The series, Lumiere, is a Grameenphone initiative
designed to highlight individuals who have made
significant contributions to Bangladeshi society. It
aims to narrate the stories of these impactful figures,
focusing on their personal and professional journeys,
the challenges they have overcome, and their personal
anecdotes.

The goal is to inspire the youth and offer an in-depth
look at personalities who have shaped the cultural and
social fabric of the country.

Now in its second season, following a successful
conclusion of the first, Lumiére aims to continue its
tradition of highlighting influential figures while
underscoring Grameenphone’s commitment to inspiring

the youth of Bangladesh.

The show’s format, where the congenial host candidly
engages with guests, allows for deeper storytelling
and the revelation of lesser-known facets of these
remarkable individuals.

This latest episode, hosted by Nabila Khalid, continues
the series’commitment to showcasing intimate and
revealing conversations.

Bannya delves into her personal life, sharing stories
from her childhood, her time at Shantiniketan, and the
mentors who shaped her musical path.

Viewers are invited to connect with Bannya on a
personal level, understanding her motivations, her
inspirations, and the philosophy that underpins her
work. Through her narrative, viewers explore the
depth of her passion for music, her relationships, and
her enduring influence on the cultural landscape of
Bangladesh.

#MUSING

Echoes of Qurbani Eid: Cherished Memories from a Simpler Time

Imagine yourself in the mid-2000s, in your
room at your parents’ house, where you
grew up until your late teens. Time still
moves slowly, and a month seems as long
as it should be without the pressure of
living from paycheck to paycheck. Being a
‘90s kid, you did what all the other kids in
the neighbourhood were doing: spending
your winter vacation. The festivities of
Qurbani Eid used to float in the chilly air,
and your neighbourhood friends or cousins
would call you from the streets in front of
your house to go on a stroll from house to
house only to check out what kind of cattle
they had bought for the big day.

Walking didn’t seem bad; your body felt
like it could keep walking for miles. Passing
through the noisy streets, fragrant with

family.

the smell of freshly fried shingaras and
samosas, you see people walking down the
street with their cattle. In such instances,
the unspoken tradition of asking for the
cattle price was carried out innately. And
the happiness of it all made it all the more
magical while being amongst friends and

Anticipation would build up weeks
before Eid. The air was filled with
excitement as Eid neared since you and
your friends would end up visiting multiple
cattle markets throughout the city. It
ultimately turned out to be an adventure,

= family rather than being distracted by

i - notifications. Eid mornings began with the
:‘-1 . warmth of family, elders cooking aromatic

i feasts, and excited chatter from siblings and

cousins.

Then came the time for the Eid prayer
while donning new clothes, symbolising
purity. The real festivity began with the
collective sacrifice of cattle, sharing the meat

i with family, friends, and the less fortunate,
' embodying Eid’s true spirit. Afternoons were
. - for visiting friends and family, exchanging
Eid greetings, eating sweets, and creating
" unforgettable memories.

Today, surrounded by modern
technology, those simpler days often come
to mind. You realise the value of those
moments, free from smartphones and social
media, allowing for genuine bonding. Those
Eids are etched in your heart—a time when
life was simpler with no regard for the day
after. Now that you look back, you might
give everything you own just to relive those
moments, be healthy and carefree, and feel
raw happiness and excitement again. Eid-ul-
Azha for the ‘90s kids wasn't just a festival;
it was an experience that shaped our
childhood and taught us the importance of
family, community, and giving. Here’s to the
Eids of yore, forever in our hearts.

from the view of the majestic looking cow
and goats, row after row, each better than
the last, to the vendors arguing about

the prices and then getting thrilled to get
the best cattle at the best price. It was a
bonding experience with your loved ones
through purchasing and selecting the
‘animal of the year'.

When button mobile phones were at
their peak, technology was less advanced
than today. You had to capture moments
with a Kodak camera or a Handycam,
making experiences vivid and personal.
You lived in the moment, bonding with
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