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POLLS WITHOUT 
SYMBOLS

No need to 
amend the 
law: Tazul
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Local Government, Rural 
Development, and Co-
operatives Minister Tazul 
Islam yesterday said there is 
no need to amend the law 
to hold elections for upazila 
parishads and other 
local government bodies 
without party symbols.

Speaking at a seminar 
at the Dhaka Reporters 
Unity, he noted that the 
existing law allows parties 
to field their nominated 
candidates, who can contest 
the election without using 
party symbols.

The Reporters Forum for 
Election and Democracy 
(RFED) organised the 
seminar titled “Challenges 
in Strengthening Local 
Government System and 
the Role of Party Symbols 
in Elections”.

Brig Gen (retd) Sakhawat 
Hussain, a former election 
commissioner, emphasised 
that local government 
elections were not initially 
intended to be held under 
party symbols. He argued 
that assigning party 
symbols to candidates 
centralises power within 
party leadership.

“Now the entire election 
system has become 
corrupted. The party 
symbol was introduced in 
local government elections 
to serve the interests of a 
party,” he said.

Another former election 
commissioner, Kabita 
Khanam, suggested that 
changing the political 
culture is essential for 
making elections acceptable.

Badiul Alam Majumdar, 
secretary of Sushashoner 
Jonno Nagorik (Shujan), 
mentioned that the local 
government system 
has weakened due to 
“intervention by lawmakers 
and control by public 
administration”.

Recognise the 
1971 genocide

Speakers tell first council of ‘Aamra Ekattor’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The new generation is stronger than 
the freedom fighters and will lead the 
country forward while preserving the 
pride, heritage, and heroism of the 
Liberation War, said Mahbub Zaman, 
chairperson of Aamra Ekattor, yesterday.

He made the remarks at the 
first council of Aamra Ekattor, an 
organisation dedicated to upholding 
the spirit of the Liberation War, held in 
the capital.

Zaman said the pride, heritage, and 
heroism associated with the Liberation 
War and its victory will continue to grow 
stronger. To support this mission, “Aamra 
Ekattor” has been established to pass the 
national flag to the new generation.

“Our slogan is ‘Awaken in the spirit of 
’71, awaken others’,” he added.

During the inaugural ceremony, 
freedom fighter Hilal Foyezi, chief 
coordinator of Aamra Ekattor, delivered 
the welcome speech.

Marking 53 years of independence, 
53 freedom fighters were honoured by 
53 young individuals who have excelled 
in fields such as literature, culture, 
sports, science, technology, and travel.

Speaking about the organisation’s 
journey, Mahfuza Jasmine, a member 
of Aamra Ekattor, said, “Following the 
glorious path of our past and inspired 
by the ideals of the Liberation War, we 
started an informal journey. Our goal 
is to create a new awakening to build a 
non-communal, humane, and equitable 
Bangladesh.”

Addressing the organisation’s 
objectives, another member, Tamzid 
Siddiq Spondon, said one of their 
major goals is to achieve international 
recognition of the 1971 killings as 
“genocide”.

He said they have already submitted 
a memorandum to the United Nations 
secretary-general and are actively 
engaging in international seminars and 
various movements to pursue this goal.
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A long tailback on the capital’s Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue near Paribagh around 2:00pm yesterday. Heavy 
traffic, even in the afternoon, continues to be a problem that haunts the city. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Need roadmap to 
meet renewable 
energy targets
Speakers tell dialogue
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh needs a clear roadmap to 
implement the renewable energy targets 
set by the government, said lawmakers 
and policy experts at a dialogue yesterday.

They said people in general have 
limited awareness on the importance 
of renewable energy, that will be critical 
in the days to come because of climate 
change impacts.

The observations came at a national 
dialogue organised by Bangladesh 
Enterprise Institute (BEI) at a Dhaka hotel.

The Bangladesh government aimed to 
generate 5 percent of its electricity from 
renewables by 2015 and 10 percent by 
2020. However, as of June last year, this 
number is less than 5 percent. 

The government has now set new 
targets, aiming to produce 15 percent of 
electricity from renewables by 2030, 40 
percent by 2041 and 100 percent by 2050.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

‘WB loan for Rohingyas 
won’t solve crisis’

Speakers say it will make country 
more debt-ridden

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The World Bank loan that is being 
provided for projects involving 
Rohingyas and host communities 
means the country will be more 
debt-ridden, said civil society 
groups at a rally yesterday. 

When there is no option 
but to repatriate the around 
one million Rohingyas in Cox’s 
Bazar and Bhashanchar, the 
WB loan will intensify the crisis 
of Bangladesh, which is already 
debt-ridden, they said. 

Nine civic and development 
organisations organised a 
human chain and rally in front 
of Jatiya Press Club.

Recently, Ecnec approved 
two projects involving Tk 8,483 
crore. Here, WB will provide Tk 
7,720 crore ($700 million) -- Tk 
4,475 crore in loan and Tk 3,244 

crore in grants.
Civil society groups said there 

has been no repatriation in the 
last seven years, while funds for 
Rohingyas are also dwindling. 
The WB loan, instead of just 
grant, does not ensure justice for 
the people of Bangladesh.

Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, 
chief moderator of EquityBD, 
said, “When Bangladesh asked 
for assistance in the development 
of local communities affected by 
the Rohingya crisis, WB offered 
a loan. Since Bangladesh is not 
responsible for the Rohingya 
crisis, it must not take loans.”

EquityBD Secretariat 
Coordinator Mustafa Kamal 
Akand said the per capita 
fund allocated for Rohingya 
population has already dropped 
from $12 to $8.
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Workers lift motorcycles onto the roof of this Bhola-Bheduria bound launch docked next to Laharhat ferry terminal in 
Barishal. Such boats were not designed to carry the load of motorcycles on its roof and a disaster could strike at any 
moment. The fare for a passenger is Tk 100, while fare for a motorcycle is Tk 120. The photo was taken recently.
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