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USA stun Pakistan
FROM PAGE 16

brilliant partnership that 
moved the tournament 
co-hosts into treble figures 
and seemingly in control of 
the run chase.

Monank was particularly 
impressive, hitting a classy 
half-century to give his side 
hope, putting on 68 in a 
crucial stand with Gous.

However, Pakistan’s 
four-pronged pace attack 
hit back, removing both 
set batters to set up a nervy 

finale at the Grand Prairie 
Stadium.

Haris Rauf cleaned up 
Gous (35 from 26) to get the 
crucial breakthrough. And, 
an over later, Mohammad 
Amir had the excellent Patel 
caught behind for 50 from 
38 to give Pakistan hope.

A classic display of death 
bowling seemed to have 
put Pakistan on the brink 
of victory despite a fine 
knock from Aaron Jones.

But USA banged 11 runs 

off the final three deliveries 
of the innings, with Nitish 
Kumar slamming the last 
ball for four to force a Super 
Over and send the home 
crowd delirious in Dallas.

USA posted 18 in the 
Super Over bowled by 
Pakistan pacer Mohammad 
Amir, who gave away eight 
runs in extras, before 
restricting Pakistan to 
unravel one of the biggest 
upsets in the history of T20 
World Cup.

BJP, allies
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“This is not the first time 
we are in NDA, so we are 
confident that we will get 
what is due to us,” TDP 
spokesperson Jyothsna 
Tirunagari said.

“In our earlier terms with 
NDA, we had ministerial 
berths and also the Lok 
Sabha [lower house] Speaker 
from our party. This time 
we are a strong partner and 
share a clear vision for the 
country,” she said.

JD(U)’s Kumar also wants 
support for new industrial 
projects in Bihar along with 
federal cabinet positions, 
one NDA source said.

Top BJP leaders were set 
to hold talks on ministerial 
portfolios with the allies 
yesterday, one BJP source 
said.

Modi is expected to meet 
President Droupadi Murmu 
today to present his claim to 
form the next government. 
Top NDA leaders are also 
set to meet today to discuss 
government formation.

Sources said Nitish 
Kumar plans to negotiate 
plum portfolios in the 
cabinet, including the 
coveted railways ministry.

BJP, sources said, is 
not ready to give away the 
Speaker’s role and TDP may 
be offered a Deputy Speaker 
post. JD(U) holds the Rajya 
Sabha Deputy Chairman 
post.

The Modi governments 
formed after the 2014 and 
2019 elections had only 
symbolic representation 
of BJP allies because 
the saffron party had an 
absolute majority on its 
own. But this time, BJP may 
have to accommodate its 
allies in ministerial berths in 
proportion to seats won by 
each ally.

A US Border Patrol agent frisks an asylum-seeking migrant before being transported after US President Joe Biden 
announced a sweeping border security enforcement effort, in Barrett Junction, California, US on Wednesday.  
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40 killed
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facilities as operational 
bases.

The school, run by the 
UN Palestinian refugee 
agency (UNRWA), may 
have been hit several 
times, said the agency’s 
communications director, 
Juliette Touma.

The UNRWA chief 
Philippe Lazzarini said 
that Israel had carried out 
the strike on the school 
“without prior warning” 
to thousands of displaced 
sheltering there.

More than 36,654 
Palestinians have been 
killed and 83,309 have 
been wounded in Israel’s 
military offensive in Gaza 
since October 7, the Gaza 
health ministry said in a 
statement yesterday. Some 
68 Palestinians were killed 
and 235 wounded in the 
past 24 hours, the ministry 
added.

CIA director William 
Burns met senior officials 
from mediators Qatar 
and Egypt on Wednesday 
in Doha to discuss the 
ceasefire proposal. Two 
Egyptian security sources 
said talks continued 
yesterday but had shown 
no sign of breakthrough.

US approves sale of F-16 parts 
to Taiwan for $80m
REUTERS

The US State Department 
has approved the sale to 
Taiwan of F-16 fighter jet 
spare and repair parts for 
an estimated $80 million, 
the Pentagon’s Defense 
Security Cooperation 
Agency said on Wednesday.

The sale will help 
“improve the security of 
the recipient and assist 
in maintaining political 
stability, military balance, 

and economic progress in 
the region,” the Pentagon’s 
Defense Security 
Cooperation Agency (DSCA) 
said in a statement.

Taiwan’s defense 
ministry thanked the 
United States and said the 
sale would boost the combat 
and defense needs of its air 
force. The ministry said the 
sale would be finalised in 
July.

“With normalised gray-
zone harassments, the 

Chinese Communist Party 
attempted to squeeze our 
naval and air training space 
and response time, as well 
as limiting our rights of 
self-defense,” it said in a 
statement.

China has repeatedly 
demanded the United States, 
Taiwan’s most important 
arms supplier, halt the sale 
of weapons to the island, 
which Beijing claims as its 
own territory over Taipei’s 
strong objection.
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