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How Modi’s
party lost its
majority

AFP, New Delhi

Indian  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi will
remain in office but with
a substantially reduced
mandate, confounding
expectations of a
resounding victory forecast
by analysts and exit polls.
AFP takes a look at the
reasons why Modi and his
party failed to achieve a third
successive landslide win:

DIVISIVE CAMPAIGN
Critics and rights groups
accused Modi of ramping
up rhetoric against
Muslims to unprecedented
levels during his campaign
in a bid to mobilise the
Hindu majority.

At his rallies, he referred
to Muslims as “infiltrators”,
and claimed the main
opposition Congress party
would redistribute  the
nation’s wealth to Muslims
if it won.

But the strategy failed
to galvanise Hindu voters
behind the BJP, while
also solidifying minority
communities’ support for
the opposition.

BIGGEST STATE FLIPS

For the first time in 15
years, Modi’s party failed
to win the most seats in
Uttar  Pradesh, India’s
most populous state and
a bellwether for national

clections.

Uttar Pradesh is the
heartland of India’s
majority faith, with
widespread support for
Modi’s Hindu-nationalist
agenda.

But an alliance of

opposition parties who
had competed against each
other in past polls saw BJP
candidates face stronger
rivals, who  ultimately
won more than half of the
state’s seats.
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Ridiculed for half a decade,
Rahul slows Modi juggernaut

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

As the Indian parliamentary election results
neared completion on Tuesday, supporters at
the Congress party’s national headquarters
at 24 Akbar Road in the heart of Delhi broke

into celebrations.

The happiest man was Rahul Gandhi
as Congress, powered by his campaign,
won 99 seats on its own recording its best
performance in national elections since 2004.

Often derided as “pappu” and dismissed

as a serial ‘re-inventor’ constantly looking for

an identity, Rahul perhaps thought he had
had the last laugh in this Lok Sabha election.
Congress’ tally of seats is not only a quantum
jump from the worst show of 52 seats five
years ago but more importantly prevented
BJP from getting a majority on its own. This
is the first time that BJP under Modi failed to
get to the magic figure of 272 in the 543-L.ok

Sabha.

Rahul carried out a ‘padyatra’ from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir in 2022-23 and
a “Nyay Yatra’ this year from Manipur to

Mumbai in the run

elections setting the narrative for Congress
and staying the course and refusing to be
distracted by setbacks.

‘Free me from govt’
Says Fadnavis after BJP’s

poor show

TNN, New Delhi

Riding a tempo with migrant workers,
tractor in the company of farmers, hugging
a child, bowing to comfort a woman who lost
her husband or attacking BJP, particularly
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in press
conferences, short videos and social media
platforms--Rahul was the centre-piece almost
all over.

The 53-year-old scion of the Gandhi
family describes himself as the best chess
player among Indian politicians. His latest
gambit of making social justice as the central
theme of his party’s campaign seems to have
paid off in the political chess with his party
making a surprising comeback in the Hindi
belt, making significant gains in Rajasthan,

up to the parliamentary

in Maharashtra _
REUTERS, Guwahati

India’s main opposition Congress part

Senior BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis yesterday
offered to step down as Maharashtra deputy chief
minister taking moral responsibility for the party’s
poor showing in Lok Sabha elections in the state.
The BJP, which had 23 members in the last Lok
Sabha, could manage to in only 9 this time around.
Fadnavis urged the party’s top leadership to free
him from the state government so that he could work

for the party.

“I am requesting the BJP high command to relieve
me from the responsibility of the government,”
Fadnavis said. The Maharashtra deputy chief minister
claimed that the BJP-led NDA got more votes in
Mumbai but there was consolidation of votes against
the party which resulted in loss of seats.

bagged both parliamentary
seats in strife-torn Manipur
in the general election as ~
the north-eastern state /
voted out Prime Minister |
Narendra Modi’s ruling |
party and its ally after !
year-long ethnic clashes.
Since May last year the
remote state bordering
Myanmar has been roiled by
fighting between the majority
Meitei and tribal Kuki-Zo people
that Killed at least 220 people a
displaced 60,000 to relief camps.

Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.

Even the harshest of detractors of Rahul
would concede that his 2024 campaign was by
far his best as he focused on bread and butter
issues and the party’s welfare guarantees
which struck a chord with a section of the
voters.

A key [eature of Rahul'’s election campaign
was that he depended heavily on social media
as opposed to conventional interactions
and interviews with the mainstream media.
His repeated claim at rallies that BJP would
change the Constitution if it is voted back to
power as he carried a copy of the Constitution
succeeded in whipping up a fear perception.

He contested from Kerala’s Wayanad and
Uttar Pradesh’s Rae Bareli constituency his
mother Sonia Gandhi gave up. In Rae Bareli,
he bettered Sonia’s margin of victory in 2019.

The half a decade has been challenging for
Rahul’s political career. He lost the .ok Sabha
poll in Amethi to BJP’s Smriti Irani by over
55,000 votes in 2019. His strategy of pitching
the 2019 polls campaign of Congress on the
alleged scam in Rafale fighter jets purchase
issue and bringing Modi in the line of fire
boomeranged badly. But he did not budge
and continued to attack the Prime Minister
this time on the Adani issue.

Manipur rejects BJP after
year-long ethnic clashes

The state of 3.2 million people
continues to be divided into two enclaves
y - a valley controlled by Meiteis and

Kuki-dominated hills.
In the lead-up to the
clection, victims on both
sides of the sectarian
divide expressed their
displeasure with Modi
and his Bharatiya Janata

Party for not being able to

bring peace to the state.

“Thisis the voice of those

people...,” said Congress’'s A

Bimol Akoijam, who beat his

BJP rival in the Meiteis-dominated

nd  inner Manipur seat by close to 110,000
votes.

QQuestions may arise

over rule
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comment on Sunday that
he was at the worst point of
his cursed life.

The journalist asked
if the US would consider
more actions to show
solidarity with the
democracy-loving people
of Bangladesh or the
sanctions already imposed
against former army chief
Aziz Ahmed and police
chief Benazir Ahmed
were enough o hold the
Bangladesh  government
accountable.

Miller in response said
he does not have any
actions (o preview.

The journalist also
sought Miller’s comments

on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s recent statement
that a white man offered
her that she can stay
in power without any
pressure if she allows
a foreign country to
establish an airbase (in the
Bay of Bengal).

On May 23, Hasina
also mentioned that a
conspiracy was afoot to
carve out a Christian
country taking parts of
Chattogram of Bangladesh
and Myanmar.

Miller responded, “So
I'm not exactly sure who
those comments refer to,
but if it is in fact the United
States, Tll just say that
they’re not accurate.”

Israel launches
new incursion

FROM PAGE 12

move with majority vote
on  Tuesday  evening,
dismissing a call for a
referendum on the issue
by the largest opposition

party.
White House national
security  adviser  Jake

Sullivan told reporters on
Tuesday, “We are waiting
for a response from
Hamas” through the Qatari
mediators, referring to a
ceasefire  proposal  that
US President Joe Biden
revealed on Friday.

Qatar said on Tuesday
that the proposal was
now much closer to the
positions of both sides.

Hamas has said it
views the contents of the
plan positively and has
criticised Washington
for what it described as
attempts to blame the
Palestinian  group  for
hampering it.

But a spokesman
for Hamas, which has
ruled Gaza since 2007,
reiterated on Tuesday it
could not agree to any
deal unless Israel makes
a “clear” commitment (o
a permanent truce and
complete withdrawal from
Gaza. Israel says it cannot
do that until Hamas is
wiped out.

The United Nations
Palestinian refugee agency
(UNRWA) issued a new plea
for a ceasefire yesterday on
X.

“The war in #Gaza
has upended millions of
Palestinian lives & caused
catastrophic damage to
the natural environment
that they depend upon
for water, clean air, food
& livelihoods. Restoring
environmental services
will take decades - &
cannot even start until a
#ceasefire,” it said.
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