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Illegal sand extraction 
plagues Bangshi

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

An influential syndicate has been 
illegally lifting sand from the 
Bangshi river in the Rahimpur area 
of Tangail’s Mirzapur upazila using 
dredgers over the past few weeks.

The indiscriminate sand lifting 
is turning the river turbulent as 
monsoon looms, posing a threat to 
exacerbate its already severe erosion 
on the riverbanks.

As such, villagers are living in 
fear of losing their croplands and 
homesteads, which are only a few 
kilometres from the dredging site, to 
the river.

The illegal sand lifting has 
continued despite protests from 
the villagers and no action has been 
taken by the local authorities to stop 
the menace, they said.

Over the years, the Bangshi has been 
devouring hundreds of houses, other 
structures, and vast areas of croplands 
every year during the monsoon.

Locals alleged that the sand lifting 
has been continuing over the last one 
and a half months, day and night, in 
the Rahimpur area, supervised by 
one Shafiq from Gorai union.

The extracted sand is then filled in 
bulkheads and transported to be sold 
elsewhere, they added.

“Whenever the villagers protested, 
goons of the sand lifters threatened 
and assaulted the people. The 
syndicate also lodged false cases 
against many villagers. So, the 
residents are now afraid while the 
local authorities are largely silent,” 
said Ramjan Ali of Rahimpur village. 

Mosharaf Hossain, another 
resident of Rahimpur, alleged that 
the culprits are a part of a strong 
political clout, with the support 
of the local public representatives 
belonging to the ruling party.

This correspondent tried to 
contact Shafiq, who supervises the 
sand lifting activities, but he was 

neither found in the area nor he 
could be reached over the phone.

Contacted, Masudur Rahman, 
assistant commissioner (land) in 
Mirzapur upazila, said they are 
aware of the matter. “We conducted 
a couple of drives against illegal sand 
lifting. Fresh drives will be launched 
soon,” he added.

Sheikh Nurul Alam, upazila 
nirbahi officer in Mirzapur, said he 
joined the office recently and will take 
steps after investigating the matter.

“Stern action will be taken against 
anyone found involved in illegal sand 
lifting, no matter how powerful they 
are,” he added.

Drive to clear 
parking lots 
after Eid
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka North City 
Corporation, in 
collaboration with 
Rajuk, will conduct a 
drive against illegal 
shops occupying 
parking spaces in 
buildings after Eid-ul-
Azha, said DNCC Mayor 
Atiqul Islam yesterday.

He made this 
announcement while 
inaugurating a tree 
plantation programme 
on the Gulshan-Badda 
Link Road to mark 
World Environment Day.

“As many buildings 
have their parking lots 
occupied by shops, cars 
are forced to park on the 
roads. The drive against 
this will start after Eid,” 
he added.

Three killed 
in Khulna 
road accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Khulna

Three people were killed 
in a collision between 
a motorcycle and an 
engine-driven rickshaw-
van in Paikgachha 
upazila of Khulna 
yesterday morning. 

One of the deceased 
was identified as Ismail, 
60, the van driver.

The identities of two 
other deceased who were 
the motorcycle riders are 
yet to be known.

Obaidur Rahman, 
officer-in-charge of 
Paikgachha Police 
Station, said the accident 
happened around 
10:00am near a bridge. 

Police seized both 
the vehicles.  The bodies 
were sent to Khulna 
Medical College Hospital 
for autopsy. Dredgers being used to extract sand from the Bangshi river in Tangail’s Mirzapur upazila. This illegal activity has 

also exacerbated the erosion threat, inset. PHOTO: STAR

Death anniv 
of Mahbubul 
Alam today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is 
the 10th 
d e a t h 
a n n i ve r -
sary of 
Mahbubul 
A l a m , 
former editor of The 
Independent.

He died on this day in 
2014 at the age of 78.

Mahbubul, also 
a former caretaker 
government adviser, 
started his journalism 
career in the mid-1950s 
and was associated with 
the profession till his 
death.

He also worked as 
minister (press) at the 
Bangladesh mission 
in Washington DC 
and London and as 
Bangladeshi ambassador 
to Bhutan. 

He was also managing 
director and chief editor 
of Bangladesh Sangbad 
Sangstha (BSS).

In 2006, he became 
an adviser to the 
caretaker government.

Mahbubul Alam 
led the Newspaper 
Owners Association of 
Bangladesh (Noab) as its 
president for quite some 
time.
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Fate of 17,000 
still uncertain

KL determined not to extend deadline 
despite Dhaka’s requests

MD ABBAS

While Bangladesh wants to send the 
remaining aspirant migrant workers to 
Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur has said it will not 
extend the deadline for the entry of foreign 
workers.

Despite receiving clearance, around 
17,000 aspiring migrants who failed to fly to 
Malaysia within the deadline are uncertain 
whether they will be able to go there.

“We stand by the deadline because we 
have 15 source countries, and we want 
to ensure uniformity in the application 
of this deadline,” said Malaysian High 
Commissioner to Bangladesh Haznah Md 
Hashim.

She said this applies to all 15 source 
countries and is not specific to Bangladesh.

“The state minister requested us to 
reconsider the deadline, and I will convey 
the message to Kuala Lumpur,” she 
informed.

Regarding allegations from Bangladesh 
Association for International Recruiting 

Agencies (Baira) that the Malaysian 
government issued e-visas on June 2 
even after the deadline, Hashim said, 
“We cannot entertain any allegations 
without proof. So far, the entire Malaysian 
government, including those who issue 
visas, has adhered strictly to the deadline.”

In response to a question about workers 
not getting jobs in Malaysia, she said, “This 
is something our government is looking 
into. I will not make any comments 
regarding it.”

Shofiqur Rahman Choudhury, state 
minister for expatriates’ welfare and 
overseas employment, said they requested 
Malaysia to reconsider the deadline and 
are actively working on it.

“The investigation committee will 
determine why the workers could not go to 
Malaysia. For those who have BMET cards 
or e-visas, arrangements will be made to 
ensure they receive compensation,” he 
said.  

Most workers, who could not travel to 
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