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RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS MINISTER’S PHONE

Stolen from Jamalpur, 
recovered in Malaysia!
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Religious Affairs Minister Md Faridul 
Haque Khan’s mobile phone was stolen 
from his pocket during a namaz-e-janaza 
in Jamalpur on April 30.

A month later, the iPhone Pro Max was 
recovered in Malaysia!

The Cyber   Crime and Investigation 
(North) investigated in this connection 
and recovered the phone from Malaysia 
after the minister’s personal assistant 
Ismail Hossain filed a general diary over 
the theft, Additional Commissioner 
(Detective Branch) Harun-or-Rashid 
told a press conference at the DB office 
yesterday.

Detectives arrested nine persons in this 
connection from different districts, and 
recovered 63 stolen mobile phones from 
their possession.

They are -- Zakir Hossain, the ringleader; 
Masud Sharif; Ziaul Molla Zia; Rajib Khan 
Munna; Al Amin Mia; Anwar Hossain 
alias Sohel; Rasel; Khokon Ali; and Billal 
Hossain.

The DB chief said the gang, led by 
Zakir, operates in 80 groups across the 
country targeting bureaucrats, high-
ranking government officials, and 
politicians at large gatherings to steal 
mobile phones. 

They so far stole around 10,000 mobile 
phones.

“Zakir used to send the expensive 
mobile phones to gang members in 
Chattogram’s Riazuddin Market to 
smuggle those later abroad, especially in 
Malaysia, India and the UAE, by courier,” 
he also said.

According to investigators, the arrestee 
Munna stole the minister’s phone at the 
funeral prayer in Jamalpur and sold it for 
Tk 50,000 to one Rasel. 

Rasel then handed it to one Borhan, 
who smuggled the phone to Malaysia. 

The phone has been recovered and 
sent back from Malaysia, the DB chief 
added.

Harun urged people to immediately file 
a case instead of just a GD if their mobile 
phones are stolen.

Illegal sand extraction 
plagues Bangshi

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

An influential syndicate has been 
illegally lifting sand from the 
Bangshi river in the Rahimpur area 
of Tangail’s Mirzapur upazila using 
dredgers over the past few weeks.

The indiscriminate sand lifting 
is turning the river turbulent as 
monsoon looms, posing a threat to 
exacerbate its already severe erosion 
on the riverbanks.

As such, villagers are living in 
fear of losing their croplands and 
homesteads, which are only a few 
kilometres from the dredging site, to 
the river.

The illegal sand lifting has 
continued despite protests from 
the villagers and no action has been 
taken by local authorities to stop the 
menace, they said.

Over the years, Bangshi has been 
devouring hundreds of houses, other 
structures, and vast areas of croplands 
every year during the monsoon.

Locals alleged that the sand lifting 
has been continuing over the last one 
and a half months, day and night, in 
the Rahimpur area, supervised by 
one Shafiq from Gorai union.

The extracted sand is then filled in 
bulkheads and transported to be sold 
elsewhere, they added.

“Whenever the villagers protested, 
goons of the sand lifters threatened 
and assaulted the people. The 
syndicate also lodged false cases 
against many villagers. So, the 
residents are now afraid while local 
authorities are largely silent,” said 
Ramjan Ali of Rahimpur village. 

Mosharaf Hossain, another 
resident of Rahimpur, alleged that 
the culprits are part of a strong 
political clout, with the support 
of the local public representatives 
belonging to the ruling party.

This correspondent tried to 
contact Shafiq, who supervises the 
sand lifting activities, but he was 

neither found in the area nor he 
could be reached over the phone.

Contacted, Masudur Rahman, 
assistant commissioner (land) in 
Mirzapur upazila, said they are 
aware of the matter. “We conducted 
a couple of drives against illegal sand 
lifting. Fresh drives will be launched 
soon,” he added.

Sheikh Nurul Alam, upazila 
nirbahi officer in Mirzapur, said he 
joined the office recently and will take 
steps after investigating the matter.

“Stern action will be taken against 
anyone found involved with illegal 
sand lifting, no matter how powerful 
they are,” he added.

Drive to clear 
parking lots 
after Eid
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka North City 
Corporation, in 
collaboration with 
Rajuk, will conduct a 
drive against illegal 
shops occupying 
parking spaces in 
buildings after Eid-ul-
Azha, said DNCC Mayor 
Atiqul Islam yesterday.

He made this 
announcement while 
inaugurating a tree 
plantation programme 
on the Gulshan-Badda 
Link Road to mark 
World Environment Day.

“As many buildings 
have their parking lots 
occupied by shops, cars 
are forced to park on the 
roads. The drive against 
this will start after Eid,” 
he added.

Three killed 
in Khulna 
road accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Khulna

Three people were killed 
in a collision between 
a motorcycle and an 
engine-driven rickshaw-
van in Paikgacha upazila 
of Khulna yesterday 
morning. 

One of the deceased 
was identified as Ismail, 
60, the van driver.

The identities of two 
other deceased who were 
the motorcycle riders are 
yet to be known.

Obaidur Rahman, 
o f f i c e r - i n - c h a r g e 
of Paikgacha Police 
Station, said the accident 
happened around 
10:00am near a bridge. 

Police seized both 
the vehicles.  The bodies 
were sent to Khulna 
Medical College Hospital 
for autopsy. Dredgers being used to extract sand from the Bangshi river in Tangail’s Mirzapur upazila. This illegal activity has 

also exacerbated the erosion threat, inset. PHOTO: STAR

Death anniv 
of Mahbubul 
Alam today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is 
the 10th 
d e a t h 
a n n i ve r -
sary of 
Mahbubul 
A l a m , 
former editor of The 
Independent.

He died on this day in 
2014 at the age of 78.

Mahbubul, also 
a former caretaker 
government adviser, 
started his journalism 
career in the mid-1950s 
and was associated with 
the profession till his 
death.

He also worked as 
minister (press) at the 
Bangladesh mission 
in Washington DC 
and London and as 
Bangladeshi ambassador 
to Bhutan. 

He was also managing 
director and chief editor 
of Bangladesh Sangbad 
Sangstha (BSS).

In 2006, he became 
an adviser to the 
caretaker government.

Mahbubul Alam 
led the Newspaper 
Owners Association of 
Bangladesh (Noab) as its 
president for quite some 
time.
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