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MJF has been 
implementing the 
“Women’s Voice and 
Leadership-Bangladesh” 
project to enhance the 
capacity and activities of 
local and regional women’s 
rights organisations, 
support the empowerment 
of women and girls, 
protect their rights, and 
achieve gender equality.

Rita Houkayem, second 
secretary of development 

(gender equality) at High 
Commission of Canada 
to Bangladesh, said 
Bangladeshi women are 
born with the indomitable 
ability to win all kinds of 
wars.

“However, social 
discrimination and 
negative perceptions of 
women make their way 
difficult. Women must take 
the rights movement as a 
lifelong commitment,” she 
added.

Mahila Parishad 
President Dr Fawzia 
Moslem said, “There has 
been a change in the areas 
of women’s needs. Targets 
should be set according to 
that.”

A day-long plenary 
session was conducted 
by activist Jashodhara 
Dasgupta. MJF senior 
coordinator Mohuya 
Leya Falia presented the 
project activities at the 
conference.

Girls are assets
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Kristine Blokhus, UNFPA 
country representative 
to Bangladesh, said, 
“Currently, the rate 
of reduction of child 
marriage in Bangladesh 
is only 2.1 percent per 
year, which means it will 
take Bangladesh over two 
centuries -- 215 years -- to 
eliminate child marriage.”

“Keeping girls in school is 
a game changer,” she added.

Stanley Gwavuya, OIC 
representative of Unicef in 
Bangladesh, and Nazma 
Mobarek, secretary of the 
Ministry of Women and 
Children Affairs, also spoke.

REMAL AFTERMATH

Bhola dam at risk 
of further damage
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

The Tajumuddin embankment in 
Bhola collapsed in some places after 
sustaining damage during the cyclone 
Remal.

Even though the contractor firm 
tasked with the renovation began 
repairing the collapsed parts, visiting 
the site recently, this correspondent, 
noticed that the firm has been carrying 
out repairs on a two-kilometre stretch 
of the embankment using soil from 
beside the dyke.

Due to that, ditches are being formed. 
Locals feared the embankment will 
remain susceptible to further damage 
as the repair is unlikely to sustain.

Abdur Razzak, the contractor, 
said, “The repair work is being done 
on an emergency basis as the tidal 
water collapsed the embankment and 
breached inside during the cyclone.”

Jahirul Islam, deputy assistant 
engineer of BWDB, said, “This dam is a 

part of the 34-km under-construction 
embankment project from Tajumuddin 
to Mirza Kalu areas. The project is being 
implemented in 19 phases at a total cost 
of Tk 1,100 crore.”

“Under the renovation work, it was 
being widened from four to six metres 
across a 1.95-km stretch. However, 
since a part of it collapsed in the 
cyclone, the contractor firm is using 
the soil from beside the embankment 
to repair the breach on an emergency 
basis,” he said.

“Later, the embankment will be 
properly renovated and strengthened as 
per the tender,” he added.

Masum Rabbani, the project 
manager, echoed him. 

Md Hasan Mamud, executive 
engineer of BWDB’s Bhola circle, said 
around 20-km stretch of Meghna 
river embankments in Bhola Sadar, 
Daulatkhan, Borhanuddin, Lalmohan, 
Charfasson and Monpura upazilas were 
damaged by Remal. 

Fate of 17,000
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Malaysia for failing to 
obtain air tickets despite 
possessing all valid 
documentation, expressed 
their helplessness by 
saying they had mortgaged 
land, sold livestock, and 
borrowed money from 
banks and relatives to pay 
the recruiting agencies.

“I had aspirations of 
securing a decent job in 
Malaysia to guarantee my 
family’s financial security,” 
said Anisul Islam of 
Manikganj.

“I paid Tk 5.30 lakh to 
the recruiting agencies 
and brokers, and now if 
the government provides 
only Tk 79,900 as the 
government fee, I will be 
destroyed,” he said.

Shariful Hasan, associate 
director of BRAC’s 
Migration and Youth 
Initiatives Programme, said 
if the ongoing discussion 
about sending them to 
Malaysia is successful, there 
will be a positive outcome.

“If it is not done and 
they are given only the 
government fee, they will 
surely be penniless due to 
the pressure of loans and 
other burdens,” he added.

In March, Malaysia 
announced May 31 as the 
deadline to bring in foreign 
workers.

The country resumed 
hiring Bangladeshi 
workers in 2022 after a 
four-year suspension over 
allegations of irregularities 
in recruitment process.

Between August 2022 
and April 2024, nearly 
4.50 lakh Bangladeshis 
migrated to Malaysia.

Last year, Malaysia was 
Bangladesh’s second-
largest overseas job market 
after Saudi Arabia.
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Seventh death 
anniversary of 
Justice Latifur 
Rahman
CITY DESK

Today is 
the seventh 
d e a t h 
anniversary 
of Latifur 
R a h m a n , 
former chief 
justice and chief adviser to 
a caretaker government, 
said a press release.

On the occasion, a doa 
and milad mahfil will be held 
at his residence in Jashore. 

He was born in 1936 in 
Jashore. He studied English 
literature and law at Dhaka 
University.

He began his legal career 
at the High Court in 1960 
and was appointed as an 
additional judge at the HC 
Division of the Supreme 
Court in 1979. 

On January 15, 1991, he 
became a judge of the SC. 


