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Bhutan reduces 
fees for tourists 
from Bangladesh
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Bhutan has reduced the Sustainable Development 
Fees (SDF) for Bangladeshis to US $15 per person 
per night for Bangladeshi tourists from US $100.

Bhutanese Department of Tourism issued a 
notification towards this end, according to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) 

The US $15 SDF is equivalent to that of the 
Indian tourists who had been enjoying the reduced 
SDF previously. 

Under the new policy, 15,000 Bangladeshi 
tourists can travel Bhutan with the reduced fees 
of USD 15 per year. 

The MOFA statement yesterday said Bangladesh 
and Bhutan enjoy a special relationship, which 
has been further consolidated under the 
leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in 
recent years.

The visa policy has come into effect from June 
2, 2024.

Attack on forest 
officials condemned
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association 
(Bela) yesterday sent a letter to the chief conservator 
of forests, expressing concern over a recent attack on 
forest officials in the Kaliakair area of Gazipur.

The letter, sent by Bela’s lawyer advocate S Hasanul 
Banna of the Supreme Court, demanded immediate 
arrest and punishment of those involved in the incident. 

On May 30, in the Chandra Beat of the Kaliakair 
Range in Gazipur, seven forest officials and employees 
were injured in an attack by around 30 miscreants, 
while trying to prevent forest land encroachment and 
tree felling. 

The letter says around 30 miscreants cut down 
trees and built structures on government-reserved 
forest land. When forest officials intervened, they were 
attacked by the encroachers.

Additionally, the letter also highlights past incidents 
where forest officials were attacked and even killed by 
encroachers.

It mentioned deaths of Maheshkhali Forest 
Range Officer Mohammad Yusuf Uddin on August 
7, 2020, and another forest officer in Cox’s Bazar, 
Sazzaduzzaman, on March 31, this year.

UGC bans future 

recruitment at CMU
Says VC recruited 6 staffers violating rules

ARAFAT RAHAMAN

The University Grants Commission 
recently banned any recruitment 
at Chittagong Medical University 
(CMU) after finding out about 
violation of recruitment policies by 
the university’s administration while 
appointing six staffers. 

A three-member UGC probe 
committee found the irregularities 
and recommended the ban. 

The commission, which oversees 
university regulations, approved 
the recommendation and, on May 
12, instructed CMU to take further 
action, said UGC Secretary Ferdous 
Zaman.

“Based on the investigation report, 
we sent a letter to the university 
authorities to take further measures 
following the recommendations. 
They will inform the commission 

after taking the necessary steps,” he 
added.

According to university sources, 
CMU Vice-Chancellor Prof Md Ismail 
Khan appointed Md Alauddin, Md 
Misbah Ibne Hakim, Kazi Musfiqus 
Salehin, Md Abdullah Al Noman, 
Badiul Alam, and Muhammad Anik 
Al Hossain to several posts under 
Grade-9 payscale on an ad-hoc basis.

However, while working as 
temporary staffers [before making 
their posts permanent], they were 
given salaries and benefits of Grade-7 
officers without syndicate approval.

The UGC investigation team 
confirmed the allegations, saying 
ad-hoc appointments in public 
universities are banned. 

UGC deemed those appointments 
unconstitutional, a violation of 
citizens’ rights, and in contradiction 
of Chittagong Medical University 

Act 2016.
The commission then 

recommended cancelling the 
appointments and recovering the 
salaries and benefits paid from 
February 1, 2022, to February 6, 
2023.

The committee also advised the 
university to amend the Minimum 
Prescribed Qualification (MPQ) 
for recruiting teachers and staff to 
comply with government directives 
and inform the commission after 
implementing necessary initiatives.

Until then, the university 
authorities were instructed not to 
make any new recruitments, UGC 
said.

CMU Registrar (acting) Hasina 
Khan declined to comment, citing it 
as an “internal matter”.
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These bricks were shaped and left to dry before placing them in the furnace. However, in the aftermath of Cyclone 
Remal, most of the bricks turned into clay due to incessant rain. Now, workers are extracting the ones that have 
preserved their shape. The photo was taken the Doarika area of Barishal yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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