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bridges -- Tora Bridge on 
Dhaka-Aricha highway 
and the second Bhairab 
Bridge -- was included in 
the initiative.

Following an agreement 
signed between Public-
Private Partnership 
Authority (PPPA) in 
Bangladesh and the 
Ministry of Land, 
Infrastructure, Transport, 
and Tourism of Japan in 
2017, Japanese companies 
will invest under the 
initiative without taking 
part in any bidding.

At the platform’s first 
meeting in December 
2017, Bangladesh’s PPPA 
sought multi-billion-dollar 
support from Japan for 18 
infrastructure projects.

But Japanese companies 
showed interest in 
investing US $6.4 billion 
in six projects -- a multi-
modal transport hub 
each at Kamalapur and 
Airport Railway stations; 
an inland container depot 
at Dhirasram in Gazipur; 
the improvement of 
Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar 
highway; the outer ring 
road around Dhaka; and 
Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) 
Line-2.

Three projects on 

the list -- multi-modal 
transport hub at Airport 
Railway Station, the inland 
container depot, and MRT 
Line-2 -- were withdrawn 
earlier.

During the sixth 
platform meeting, it was 
decided to delist two more.

The Chattogram-
Cox’s Bazar Highway was 
supposed to be expanded 
under the initiative and 
a sub-working group 
(SWG) -- led by Marubeni 
Corporation -- was 
selected for the work. 
The project’s feasibility 
study was also done. But 
during the fifth platform 
meeting in October 2022, 
a representative of Roads 
and Highways Department 
said JICA would provide a 
loan for a separate project 
undertaken to remove 
bottlenecks at five points 
on the Chattogram-Cox’s 
Bazar highway.

Implementation of the 
project will be faster if it 
is done with a JICA loan 
instead of PPP. Besides, 
it will eliminate the risk 
of design uniformity and 
synchronisation, said the 
RHD representative.

The issues were also 
discussed in the sixth 
platform meeting and a 

representative of Marubeni 
Corporation suggested 
carrying out a study about 
the possibility of a PPP 
modality for the operation 
and maintenance of 
this road after project 
completion.

Given the situation, 
the meeting decided 
to delist the project 
and said the discussion 
regarding operation and 
maintenance following the 
PPP module may continue 
between RHD and the SWG.

Regarding the 
Nabinagar-Manikganj-
Paturia highway project, 
an RHD representative 
said this project is not 
viable in terms of traffic 
projection as there was a 
significant drop in traffic 
on this highway following 
the opening of Padma 
Bridge.

As the SWG agreed to 
the RHD’s proposal, the 
meeting decided to delist 
the project.

Another project for 
constructing Dhaka Outer 
Ring Road is also on the 
verge of withdrawal from 
the initiative, as RHD 
disagreed with a Japanese 
company’s proposal to 
implement only one of the 
three parts of the road.

The decision concerning 
the withdrawal of the 
project from the platform 
shall be decided after RHD 
and Road Transport and 
Highways Division discuss 
it with MLIT, according to 
the meeting’s minutes.

Regarding the 
Kamalapur Multi-Modal 
Transport Hub project, 
it was decided that 
Bangladesh Railway and 
SWG will continue to work 
with the stakeholders 
to fulfil the conditions 
to move forward with 
the project in line with 
proposed schedule.

Regarding Chattogram 
Metropolitan Sewerage 
Project, the meeting 
decided that the SWG 
concerned will carry out 
a risk assessment on 
property connections, and 
next decision will be taken 
based on the findings.

In connection with 
the project for operation 
and maintenance of the 
third terminal of Hazrat 
Shahjalal International 
Airport, the meeting 
decided that Civil Aviation 
Authority of Bangladesh 
and the SWG concerned 
will continue discussions 
regarding the schedule and 
key contractual terms.

Ensure departure
FROM PAGE 3

Azha, replacing the 
current timing of 9:00am 
to 4:00pm. The shift to 
the shorter hours was 
initially implemented from 
November 15, 2022, to 
conserve electricity.

Moreover, the cabinet 
approved the relocation of 
Shahbagh Police Station to 
facilitate the implementation 
of the Swadhinata Stambha 
project at Suhrawardy 
Udyan in Dhaka. 

The station will be 
relocated opposite to the 
Hotel Intercontinental.

Mahbub said the 
relocation of Shahbagh 
Police Station is necessary 
due to the construction of 
the Swadhinata Stambha 
(Independence Monument) 
project. The Ministry of 
Liberation War Affairs 
proposed its removal in 
yesterday’s cabinet meeting.

Ministry officials 
requested to relocate the 
police station to the building 
where Sakura Restaurant 
and Bar is situated, 
according to sources.

According to sources, 
despite repeated attempts 
by the Liberation War 
ministry, the home ministry 
did not take any initiatives 
to move the police station. 
Moreover, Dhaka South 
City Corporation opposed 
the relocation of the police 
station. Meanwhile, the 
cabinet approved the final 
draft of the “Bangladesh 
Forest Industries 
Development Corporation 
Act, 2024” and the “National 
Biosafety Policy-2024”. 

Furthermore, the 
cabinet endorsed the 
draft agreement between 
Bangladesh and Mongolia 
on mutual exemption of 
visa requirements.

Fake doctor 
held over 
rape charges
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Noakhali

A doctor impersonator was 
arrested on Sunday night 
in a case filed over raping a 
college student in Chatkhil 
upazila of Noakhali.

The arrestee is Nur 
Hossain Palash, 45.

The 18-year-old victim’s 
mother filed a case with 
Chatkhil Police Station 
Sunday night, said 
Muhammad Imdadul 
Haque, officer-in-charge of 
the police station.

The victim, a college 
student, reported the 
incident to the Chatkhil 
upazila nirbahi officer 
(UNO). Then, UNO Ehsan 
Uddin directed her to file 
a complaint at the local 
police station and ordered 
the OC to take action in 
this regard.

Later police arrested 
Palash. Chatkhil Upazila 
Assistant Commissioner 
(Land) and Executive 
Magistrate Akib Osman 
sealed his chamber for 
various violations. 

The victim was taken to 
Noakhali General Hospital.

Air pollution linked
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Prof Adil Mohammed 
Khan, president of the 
Bangladesh Institute of 
Planners, identified a lack 
of policy implementation, 
u n p l a n n e d 
industrialisation, urban 
sprawl, and inefficient 
transportation systems 
as major causes of air 
pollution.

Dhaka University 
Chemistry department 
Prof Abdus Salam 
presented on Dhaka’s Air 

Quality Landscape, and 
Labiba Rahman of Shakti 
Foundation delivered the 
welcome address. 

Dhaka North City 
Corporation Mayor Atiqul 
Islam, Rajuk Chairman 
Siddiqur Rahman Sarkar, 
and BRTA Chairman Nur 
Mohammad Mazumder 
also spoke at the event’s 
last session.

Anjali Kaur, deputy 
assistant administrator of 
the Asia Bureau at USAID, 
also spoke.

UGC bans future 
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from UGC. We look 
forward to resolving the 
issue, adhering to their 
recommendation through 
the syndicate,” she told The 
Daily Star. 

CMU VC Prof Ismail 
did not respond, despite 
repeated attempts via 
phone calls and texts.

However, Bidduth 
Barua, the university’s 
spokesperson and deputy 
director of the university’s 
Planning and Development 
department, said, “We did 
not violate any rules of the 
university act.”

The officer, however, 
admitted that the 
university had relaxed some 
criteria while appointing 
staffers on an ad-hoc basis 
but claimed there were no 
policy violations.

Regarding UGC’s ban 
on future recruitment, 
he said, “We abide by the 
decision taken by the 
university syndicate. The 

meeting, scheduled after 
this Eid, will decide what 
to do about the UGC’s 
recommendation.”
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CMCH to get specialised 
burn unit soon

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Chattogram

A longstanding demand for a specialised 
and modern burn unit in Chattogram 
is finally being addressed. The National 
Economic Council approved a Tk 284.76 
crore project on May 9 to construct a 
specialised burn and plastic surgery unit 
at Chattogram Medical College Hospital .

The project, funded jointly by 
the Bangladesh and China, with 
contributions of Tk 104.93 crore and 
Tk 179.83 crore respectively, is set to be 
completed by June 2026. 

Rajib Palit, deputy director of CMCH, 
said the project will start soon.

On February 24, nine individuals 
sustained burn injuries following a gas 
cylinder explosion at the Rohingya camp 
in Noakhali’s Bhashan Char.  Among 
them, three-year-old Russell succumbed 
to his injuries due to the lack of Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) and High Dependency 
Unit (HDU) facilities at the burn unit.

Such incidents are not uncommon in 
CMCH, so  the project to upgrade the burn 
unit has been a welcome development.

Dr Rafiq Uddin Ahmed, head of the 
Burn and Plastic Surgery Unit at CMCH, 
emphasised the inadequacy of the current 

30-bed unit. “The existing facilities are 
insufficient to accommodate the patients,” 
he said. “It is a crying need to make the 
CMCH burn unit well equipped with 
adequate facilities to treat burn patients 
from across Chattogram division.”

The new 150-bed unit will include 
outpatient and indoor departments, an 

emergency department, 10 ICU beds, 20 
HDU beds for male and female patients, 
and five HDU beds for children.

CMCH director Brig Gen Taslim 
Uddin said the feasibility study has been 
completed and the construction work is 
expected to begin in August. 

A Chinese delegation is scheduled to 
visit for a meeting on June 8 to discuss 
the primary design of the building with 
the health minister, he said.
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