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BJP retains 
power in Indian 
state bordering 
China
REUTERS, Guwahati

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has won the regional vote in 
Arunachal Pradesh, a state bordering China, while 
a local party swept to power in Sikkim, a Himalayan 
state, officials and politicians said yesterday.

Provincial elections in Arunachal Pradesh and 
Sikkim were held on April 19, simultaneously with 
the first phase of the national polls.

The BJP comfortably retained power in 
Arunchal Pradesh by winning 45 of the 60 seats.

Modi on social media X said the people of 
Arunachal Pradesh had given “an unequivocal 
mandate to politics of development”. 

A senior BJP politician Ashok Singhal said the 
results were a “curtain raiser” ahead of national 
election results that will be declared tomorrow. 

“This is just the trailer ahead of the real show 
on June 4. The massive victory that PM Modi will 
win has started with Arunachal Pradesh,” he said.

Iran’s Ahmadinejad 
to run in polls
REUTERS, Dubai

Iran’s hardline former President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad has registered to run for president in 
the country’s June 28 election, organized after the 
death of Ebrahim Raisi in a helicopter crash last 
month, Iran’s state television reported yesterday. 

However, he could be barred from the race: the 
country’s Guardian Council will vet candidates, 
and publish the list of qualified ones on June 11.

Military ready 
to stop Taiwan 
independence
Warns China defence chief, calls 

for greater exchanges with US

AFP, Singapore

Chinese Defence Minister Dong Jun warned yesterday 
that his military is ready to “forcefully” stop Taiwan 
independence but called for greater exchanges with 
the United States.

The remarks at an annual security forum in Singapore 
followed the first substantive face-to-face talks in 18 
months between the two countries’ defence chiefs.

“We have always been open to exchanges and 
cooperation, but this requires both sides to meet each 
other halfway,” Dong told the Shangri-La Dialogue 
where he met with US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
on Friday.

“We believe that we need more exchanges precisely 
because there are differences between our two 
militaries.”

Dong and Austin met for over an hour at the luxury 
hotel hosting the forum, which is attended by defence 
officials from around the world and in recent years has 
been seen as a barometer of US-China relations.

After the meeting, Austin said that telephone 
conversations between US and Chinese military 
commanders would resume “in the coming months”, 
while Beijing hailed the “stabilising” security relations 
between the countries.

This year’s Shangri-La Dialogue comes a week after 
China held military drills around self-ruled Taiwan and 
warned of war over the US-backed island following the 
inauguration of President Lai Ching-te, who Beijing 
has described as a “dangerous separatist”.

“The Chinese People’s Liberation Army has 
always been an indestructible and powerful force in 
defence of the unification of the motherland, and it 
will act resolutely and forcefully at all times to curb 
the independence of Taiwan and to ensure that it 
never succeeds in its attempts,” Dong told the forum 
yesterday.

Won’t ditch 
Ramaphosa to 
form coalition
Says S Africa’s ANC

REUTERS, Johannesburg

South Africa’s once 
dominant African 
National Congress (ANC) 
acknowledged that it 
had been humbled by an 
election that ended its 30-
year majority but vowed 
not to replace President 
Cyril Ramaphosa as a 
condition to forming a new 
governing coalition. 

Official results from 
Wednesday’s vote, due 
yesterday evening, will 
confirm the end of the 
ANC’s unchallenged grip 
on political power and start 
the clock on a race to strike 
a deal with one or more 
opposition parties.

MALNUTRITION HITS GAZA

Palestinian mothers 
search for milk

AFP, Deir El-Balah

Amira al-Taweel scoured pharmacies 
in northern Gaza for milk to feed her 
child, but could not find a single bottle 
to satisfy his hunger.

“Youssef needs treatment and milk, 
but there’ none available in Gaza,” the 
33-year-old mother told AFP at Al-Aqsa 
Martyrs hospital in central Gaza where 
her son was admitted suffering from 
malnutrition.

“I feed him, but no milk as it’s not 
available. I feed him wheat (flour) 
which makes him bloated,” she said, as 
Youssef lay on a narrow bed, his frail 
body receiving desperately needed 
medication through intravenous tubes 
in his feet.

At least 32 people, many of them 
children, have died of malnutrition in 

Gaza since the Israeli offensive began on 
October 7.

But aid agencies warn that the 
situation is even worse when it comes to 
children. On Saturday, the World Health 
Organization said that more than four 
in five children had gone a whole day 
without eating at least once in 72 hours.

The rise in malnutrition among 
Gaza’s children is largely a result of 
humanitarian aid that enters the 
Palestinian territory not reaching its 
intended destination, aid agencies said.

At Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital, 
mothers were concerned about their 
malnourished children.

After Youssef and another baby 
boy, Saif, were admitted, their mothers 
sat next to them, worrying about how 
long they could survive on the food the 
hospital provides.

People take part in a pro-Palestinian rally in Banda Aceh, Indonesia yesterday, as Israel continues to pound 
Gaza Strip.  PHOTO: REUTERS


