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Over 200 
fishing 
trawlers 
damaged
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, from 

Barguna

Tidal waves and strong 
winds under the 
influence of Cyclone 
Remal damaged 
more than 200 small 
and medium fishing 
trawlers in Barguna’s 
Patharghata.

The trawlers 
sustained partial and 
complete damage 
despite taking shelters 
in different canals in 
the upazila during the 
cyclone. More than 400 
fishermen are facing 
difficulties due to that.

Golam Mostafa 
Chowdhury, president 
of district fishery trawler 
owners’ association, and 
Dulal Hossain, general 
secretary of district 
fishing trawler workers’ 
union, confirmed it.

During the cyclone, 
the big trawlers from 
the district, which go 
fishing in the Bay, were 
anchored at different 
wharves amid the 
ongoing 65-day ban on 
fishing since May 20. 

The small and 
medium-sized trawlers 
were used in fishing in 
Bishkhali and Baleshwar 
rivers and sought shelter 
in canals during the 
cyclone, they informed. 

The tidal surge and 
strong winds over a 30-
hour long span during 
and after the cyclone left 
more than 200 of those 
trawlers damaged. 

“I was along with two 
others on our small 
trawler to catch fish near 
the coast. The trawler 
got completely damaged 
in the cyclone, leaving 
us destitute,” said Faruq 
Hossain, a fisherman 
from Chhonbunia.

Patharghata UNO 
Roknuzzaman Khan 
said, “I will discuss with 
higher authorities on 
how to help the affected 
fishermen.”

Sundarbans: no time 
to heal between cyclones

Remal claims 138 animal lives, causes infrastructural damages, contaminates ponds
DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

In 2007, Cyclone Sidr ripped 
through the Sundarbans, the 
world’s largest mangrove forest. 
The forest took the brunt of the 
storm, saving human lives by 
slowing down its destructive force. 

However, it paid a heavy 
price. One-fourth of 
the forest area was 
damaged, with 8-10 
percent completely 
destroyed and 15 
percent partially 
d a m a g e d . 
I n f r a s t r u c t u re 
within the 
Sundarbans was 
severely impacted, 
with offices, 
communication towers, 
and watercraft destroyed. 
Wildlife suffered immensely, with 
loss of habitat, displacement, and 
scarcity of food and water.

Two years later, Cyclone Aila 

struck. Around 
40 percent of the 
forest’s vegetation 
was destroyed, 
and 30-35 percent 

of the mangrove 
cover was damaged. 

The impact on wildlife 
was devastating, with 

endangered species such as 
tigers facing habitat disruption 
and food scarcity. 

The Sundarbans continued 
to face the wrath of cyclones 

like Bulbul and Amphan. Each 
time the forest began to recover, 
another cyclone hit.

Then came cyclone Remal. 
Trees were uprooted, and a 10-12 
ft tidal surge submerged the forest 
for nearly two days. 

As the water recedes, the full 
extent of the damage is becoming 
clear. Carcasses are being 
recovered whiole the forest floor is 
littered with uprooted trees.

The Sundarbans is already 
grappling with the negative 

impacts of climate change, 
including rising salinity and 
extreme weather events like 
cyclones. 

Given the repeated battering 
by cyclones and the ongoing 
effects of climate change, experts 
wonder how long it will take for 
the Sundarbans to recover. The 
answer?  Maybe decades.  

And before it fully recovers, 
there might be another cyclone 
waiting to strike... maybe next year 
or the year after.
DAMAGE TO WILDLIFE
According to the forest 
department, a total of 138 animals 
were found dead, including 134 
deer and 4 wild boars. Additionally, 
18 deer and one python were 
rescued and released back into the 
forest.

Experts said the actual number 
of dead animals could be higher. 
Countless wildlife, particularly 
deer, boars, snakes, and monitor 
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Benazir must 
return home if 
found guilty
Says Quader
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League General 
Secretary Obaidul Quader 
yesterday said former 
IGP Benazir Ahmed has 
to return home if found 
guilty of corruption, and 
the government will not 
compromise on the issue.

“Will there be no trial if he is not here [in 
Bangladesh]? Was a tax evasion case not filed against 
Tarique Rahman [BNP acting chairman] because he is 
abroad? Was the verdict not delivered?” said Quader.

He made the remarks at a press briefing held at the 
AL president’s Dhanmondi political office.

In response to a journalist’s query, Quader said it 
would not be appropriate to blame the government for 
the corruption committed by Benazir.

“Did any media write about Benazir’s corruption 
before Kaler Kantha did it? No one [before] dared to do 
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FLOOD IN SYLHET

Situation improves 
but many areas  
still waterlogged
MINTU DESHWARA, from Sylhet

While the rivers in Sylhet continue to flow 
above the danger level at different points, the 
flood situation in the district has shown signs of 
improvement, with water levels in the Surma and 
Kushiyara gradually receding.

Visiting Gowainghat, Companiganj, Kanaighat 
and Zakiganj upazilas, the most affected areas in the 
flood caused by downhill runoff of water from the 
hills, it was seen that the floodwater was receding.

“Between May 27 and May 29, there was more 
rain than usual due to the influence of Cyclone 
Remal. Also, there was heavy rain in Cherrapunji 
of Meghalaya, India on May 30. This resulted in 
flashflood and a rise in the water levels of the rivers 
in the district,” said Deepak Ranjan Dash, executive 
engineer of Water Development Board in Sylhet.

“However, since then the rains reduced 
significantly. Cherrapunji received no rainfall in 
last 24 hours, and 54mm rain the day before. So, 
the flood situation is gradually improving. If it 

does not rain heavily, the situation will improve 
further in the next 3-5 days,” he added.

According to BWDB sources, Surma river 
was flowing above 71cm in Kanaighat yesterday, 
down from 83cm on Saturday, while Kushiyara 
was flowing about 129cm above Amalshid Point 
yesterday compared to 193cm on Saturday.  

Meanwhile, erosion and potholes on different 
roads have been becoming visible as water receded 
in some areas, including Raigarh section of 
Darbast-Kanaighat road and  Kanaighat-Surighat 
road in Kanaighat upazila, and Gowainghat-
Salutikar, Gowainghat-Jaflong and Radhanagar-
Jaflong roads in Gowainghat upazila. 

Local representatives said numerous mud 
houses in many villages collapsed, fish got washed 
away from ponds, and the crops were damaged in 
inundated fields due to flood.

“Upazila level officials of different departments 
concerned are on the ground in flood-affected 
and risky areas.  Residents are being warned to 
safely evacuate their homes, markets and shops in 
flood-prone areas. A total of 56 shelters are ready 
in 13 unions of the upazila,” said Md Towhidul 
Islam, UNO of Gowainghat upazila.

Meanwhile, the district administration said in a 
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Two children 
die in road 
accidents
STAR REPORT

Two children were killed 
in road accidents in two 
districts yesterday.

In Rangpur, a four-
year-old girl was killed 
and her grandmother 
injured as a truck ran 
them over at Hajirhat.

The deceased is Shefa 
Akter, 4, daughter of 
Saddam Hossain of 
Sadar upazila. The 
injured -- Bilkis Begum 
-- received treatment at 
a hospital.

The accident 
happened when Bilkis 
was taking Shefa to 
a grocery shop, said 
OC Rajib Bosoniya of 
Hajirhat Police Station.

In Thakurgaon, a 
four-year-old boy was 
killed as an easy bike 
hit him while he was 
crossing a road at 
Shingia village in Sadar 
upazila.


