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Strictly enforce laws to 
control tobacco use

Speakers tell procession marking World No-Tobacco Day
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Tobacco is responsible for 85-90 
percent of lung cancers and is 
linked to half of all other types of 
cancer, said speakers at a procession 
yesterday.

They also urged the government 
to increase taxes on tobacco and 
strictly enforce the Smoking and 
Tobacco Usage (Control) Act 2013.

Gonoshasthaya Samaj Vittik 
Cancer Hospital and Research 
Centre project and Gonoshasthaya 
Nagar Hospital organised the 
procession in front of the latter 
hospital located in Dhanmondi to 

observe World No-Tobacco Day, 
which is being observed today.

This year’s theme is “Protecting 
children from tobacco industry 
interference.”

According to speakers, it’s not 
enough to avoid smoking. Exposure 
to secondhand smoke should be 
avoided as well.

Prof Dr Md Habibullah Talukder 
Ruskin, project director of 
Gonoshasthya Samaj Vittik Cancer 
Hospital and Research Centre 
and head of the Department of 
Preventive Oncology, presented the 
keynote at the event.

He said according to the 2017 

Global Adult Tobacco Survey, 
approximately 35 percent of the 
population, including both smokers 
and non-smokers, are addicted to 
tobacco products.

“According to the Global School-
Based Health Survey (GSHS) 
conducted in 2014, the rate of tobacco 
use among students aged 13-15 in 
Bangladesh is 9.2 percent,” he said.

“A study by Johns Hopkins 
University in the US examined 
the surroundings of 110 schools 
in various areas of Dhaka city. Of 
the 507 grocery stores within 100 
metres of these schools, 487 were 
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A line of cars sit illegally parked on this footpath, leaving little room for pedestrians. Right behind them, a bunch 
of motorcycles block another section of the path. The photo was taken in the capital’s Dhanmondi area yesterday.  

PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

DHAKA EXPRESSWAY

SC extends status 
quo on transfer of 
shares to Sinohydro
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday extended its earlier 
order that issued status quo on the transfer of Italian-
Thai Development Public Company Limited’s shares 
of Dhaka Elevated Expressway to China’s Sinohydro 
Corporation Limited until further directive.

The order of status quo will continue till the first 
sitting of arbitration proceedings on this issue pending 
with Singapore International Court Arbitration (SIAC), 
the Appellate Division of the SC said.

An eight-member bench of the Appellate Division 
headed by Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan passed the 
order during the hearing of a petition filed by the 
Italian-Thai company that challenged a High Court 
verdict.

The apex court also fixed August 29 for further 
hearing on the petition.  

On May 12, the HC lifted its order of status quo 
on the transfer of the Italian-Thai company’s shares 
in Dhaka Elevated Expressway to China’s Sinohydro 
Corporation Limited.

Italian-Thai company’s lawyer Barrister Imtiaz 
Farooq yesterday told The Daily Star that the shares 
of the Italian-Thai company cannot be transferred to 
the Chinese company following the SC order until the 
first meeting of the arbitration tribunal in Singapore 
is held.

The date for holding the arbitration meeting is yet 
to be fixed, he said.

The Chinese company’s lawyer Mohammad Mehedi 
Hassan Chowdhury told this correspondent his client 
will not finance in the construction of Dhaka Elevated 
Expressway until the shares of Italian-Thai company 
are transferred to Chinese Siohydro Company limited.

Senior Advocate AM Amin Uddin (attorney general), 
Senior Advocate Sk Md Morshed (additional attorney 
general) and Barrister Imtiaz Farooq appeared for 
Italian-Thai company in the court, while Barrister 
Mohammad Mehedi Hassan Chowdhury (additional 
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JS sub-committee 
formed to protect 
Sundarbans
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A parliamentary body yesterday formed a three-
member sub-committee to prepare proposals on 
how to further protect the Sundarbans and its bio-
diversity.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change Affairs 
Ministry formed the sub-committee at its meeting 
at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

Aroma Dutta, a lawmaker from the reserved 
seats for women, was made the convener of the 
sub-committee. The other two members are 
SM Ataul Haque from Satkhira-4 and Sanuwar 
Hossan Sanu from Sherpur-1.

In the meeting, the parliamentary watchdog 
also said due to Cyclone Remal, salt water has 
entered the Sundarbans which has created a 
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2.2cr children to 
get Vitamin A+ 
capsules from Jun 1 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Starting from June 1, the government will start 
a campaign across the country, with a target 
to provide Vitamin A plus capsules to 2.2 crore 
children across 1.2 lakh health care centres.

ABM Khurshid Alam, director general of the 
Directorate General of Health Services, made the 
announcement at a press briefing at the DGHS in 
Mohakhali yesterday.

We are planning to provide Vitamin A capsules 
to around 1,20,000 health care centres across the 
country. However, the campaign cannot take place 
across some centres in Patuakhali, Barishal, Bhola 
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