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Prasenjit Chakma, UNDP’s 
assistant country director 
in Bangladesh, opined that 
overall development of a 
country is not possible if 
half of its population is left 
behind.

Addressing as chief 
guest, Prakash Kanti 
Chowdhury, joint secretary 
(development) of the 
Ministry of Women and 
Children Affairs, shared 
that recent financial 
years have seen gender 
budget allocations across 
three thematic areas: 
increasing women’s access 
to government services, 
empowering women and 
enhancing their social 
status, and increasing 
women’s participation 
in production, labour 
markets, and income-
generating activities.

UN Women’s 
programme manager 
Tapati Saha, programme 
officer Noor Ali Shah, 
and UNDP’s Mohammad 
Raziur Rahman, 
presented draft guidelines 
for gender-sensitive 
planning and budgeting, 
while gender budget 
expert Nilufar Ahmed 
Karim conducted a 
question-answer session.

Humaira Binte Farooq, 
UN Women’s programme 
officer, moderated the 
event, while Mushfiqua 
Zaman Satiar, senior policy 
advisor of the Embassy 
of the Netherlands, also 
spoke.

Toxic PFAS found
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The study further revealed 
that PFAS levels were also 
found in Tongi river water 
and Ashulia lake water, 
well above the currently 
proposed EU limit. Another 
sample from Hatirjheel 
Lake showed PFAS levels to 
be 185 times higher than 
the current Dutch advisory 
limit.

The presence of PFAS 
in drinking water is 
particularly alarming, as 
three out of four (75 percent) 
tap water samples from the 
study contained PFAS, with 
some exceeding both US 
and EU regulatory limits.

The water was analysed 
in laboratories of Brown 
University and the 
University of Chemistry 
and Technology in Prague.

Since there are currently 
no rules in Bangladesh 
regarding the use of PFAS, 
the chemical is widely used 
without any obstruction, 
the study said.

However, the textile 
industry, responsible for 
about 50 percent of global 
PFAS usage, is identified as 
a major contributor to this 
contamination, it added.

“Bangladesh is an 
international textile 
manufacturing hub, and the 
prevalence of toxic chemical 
emissions from this sector 
puts our residents at higher 
risk,” said Siddika Sultana, 
ESDO’s executive director.

The study  claims 
that PFAS has negative 
consequences for the 

environment and human 
health.

These include negative 
effects on fertility, fetal 
development, thyroid 
hormone function, and 
increased risks of liver 
damage and cancer. It can 
cause high cholesterol and 
reduce vaccine effectiveness, 
posing major health risks.
ACTION REQUIRED 
AGAINST PFAS USAGE
Jitka Straková urged the 
textile industry to phase 
out PFAS use and be 
transparent about the 
chemicals in their products.

The textile industry 
is a major user of PFAS, 
accounting for over half 
of global consumption. 
Despite this, safer 
alternatives to PFAS in 
textiles exist, making its 
ongoing usage unnecessary, 
the study emphasised. 

Textile makers in 
Bangladesh near areas 
where water was found with 
high PFAS levels produce 
products for major global 
brands. These brand-name 
companies have tremendous 
market influence and should 
demand PFAS-free products, 
the study also said. 

Shahriar Hossain, a lead 
author of the study, said, 
“PFAS in our waterways, 
tap water, and clothing 
pose serious health and 
environmental threats, yet 
industry and policymakers 
have been slow to respond.”

“This needs to be 
controlled urgently,” he 
added.

EC ignoring its legal
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Candidates and parties 
have shown disinterest in 
submitting expenditure 
reports within the 
stipulated time, and the EC 
has not taken any punitive 
measures despite the 
crossing of the deadline, he 
added.

The 12th national polls 
took place on January 7, 
2024, with February 7, 
2024, being the deadline 
for candidates to submit 

their reports and April 7, 
2024, for political parties.

EC is responsible for 
ensuring accountability of 
candidates and political 
parties that fail to 
adhere to electoral laws, 
Iftekharuzzaman said, 
adding, “The inactivity of 
EC is further encouraging 
candidates and parties 
to break the laws. This 
is embarrassing for a 
constitutional body like the 
Election Commission.”

It’s their personal
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in the city’s Dhanmondi.
Responding to BNP’s 

allegation that “Awami 
League created Aziz-
Benazir,” Quader said, 
“Who created Ashraful 
Huda, Rakibul Huda, and 
SP Kahinur? Who created 
the Hawa Bhaban? Did BNP 
carry out any trial against 
them?”
‘LAW TO TAKE ITS 
COURSE’
Meanwhile, Prime 

Minister’s Private Industry 
and Investment Adviser 
Salman F Rahman yesterday 
said the government won’t 
give protection to anyone 
and the law will take its 
own course.

He made the remarks to 
clarify the government’s 
stance on graft allegations 
against Aziz Ahmed and 
Benazir Ahmed while 
talking to reporters after 
a meeting at the home 
ministry in Dhaka.

Existing law needs reform
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The data was presented 
at a seminar, titled 
“ R e f o r m a t i o n 
Requirements of the 
Conciliation of Disputes 
(Municipal Areas) Board 
Act, 2004,” jointly 
organised by Citizen’s 
Platform for SDGs, The Asia 
Foundation, Madaripur 
Legal Aid Association and 
Municipal Association of 
Bangladesh at the capital’s 
BRAC Centre Inn.

Kazi Faisal Bin Seraj, 
country representative of 
The Asia Foundation, said, 
“Women feel comfortable 
with public representatives. 
They cannot tell everything 
in court due to shame or 
fear. Thus, this act must be 
more efficient and women-
friendly to bring issues of 
women’s interest to the 
fore.”

Zakir Hossain, chief 
executive of Nagorik 
Uddyog, said, “The 2004 
Act has weaknesses. 
Specific offices for 
councillors are essential 
for its institutionalisation. 
Also, it is important to 
ensure the involvement of 
female councillors.”

Speakers highlighted 
limitations of the existing 
act -- no mention of exact 

application fees, no mention 
of the timeframe within 
which municipal board will 
be constituted after the 
application, no mention of 
what will happen if a false 
case is filed, no mention of 
time limit for payment of 
compensation, etc.

Dr Debapriya 
Bhattacharya, convener of 
Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, 
Bangladesh, said, “The law 
needs to be reformed to 
further enhance citizens’ 
rights and access to 
justice, and in a way that 
is complementary to other 

laws.”
LGRD Minister Md Tazul 

Islam said the government 
is working on multifaceted 
management. New and old 
laws are often not passed at 
the right time.

Md Khalid Hossain 
Yead, mayor of Madaripur 
municipality, said although 
the financial jurisdiction 
of the village court allows 
settlements of up to Tk 3 
lakh, this amount is still 
around Tk 25,000 as per 
the Municipal Board Act, 
which should be around Tk 
10 lakh as per demands.
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Policy actions can
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doorstep migration 
service centres, a separate 
database for registering 
women returnee migrants, 
and the immediate 
approval of the “Draft 
National Rehabilitation 
Policy” formulated in 2022 
for all returning migrant 
workers.

Speaking at the event, 
Mohammad Ikram 
Hossain, adviser at Alliance 
for Returnee Women 
Migrants, emphasised 

the need for female staff 
at the Expatriate Welfare 
Desk at Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport to 
address issues faced by 
female migrants.

“Immigration police 
used to send data on 
returnee female migrants 
to the International 
Organization for Migration. 
It can also provide it to the 
government and NGOs 
to create a database for 
smoother services for 
migrant workers,” he added.

DEWANDIGHI-PALPUR ROAD IN MOULVIBAZAR

Pothole plight 
worsens in Rajnagar
MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Vehicular movement on Dewandighi-
Palpur road in Rajnagar upazila of 
Moulvibazar has become risky due 
to numerous potholes on the five-
kilometre stretch between Tengra and 
Tarapasha areas.

The road sustained significant 
damage due to being 
frequented by heavy 
trucks transporting 
sand extracted from 
Tarapasha Balumahal 
in Manu river. 

“Around 50-60 
sand-laden trucks 
use the road daily,” 
said Faisal Mia, a truck 
driver. 

As a result, lighter 
vehicles such as auto-
rickshaws carrying commuters 
find it difficult to use the road and 
have been doing so amid the risk of 
accidents.

Hundreds of locals -- including 
students, women and elderly people 
-- from Kamarchak union of Rajnagar 
upazila, Patanushar union of 
Kamalganj upazila, and Hajipur union 
of Kulaura upazila, use the road daily. 

Visiting the Tengra-Tarapasha 
section of the road recently, this 
correspondent found it in a dilapidated 
state, with numerous potholes at 
different places on a five-kilometre 
stretch across Kartal, Salon, Haripasa, 
Kachari and Tarapasha Bazar areas.

“Auto-rickshaw drivers charge 
extra fares on the road, causing 

sufferings to commuters,” 
said Shah Alam, a trader at 

Tarapasha Bazar.
Sources at 

Moulvibazar district 
administration said 
the government earns 
Tk 1.46 crore revenue 
from Tarapasha 

Balumahal, and it will 
be leased again this year. 

Contacted, Dr Urmi 
Binte Salam, deputy 

commissioner of Moulvibazar, 
said, “The tender process to lease the 
balumahal is in the final stage. We will 
take measures to ensure no overloaded 
trucks ply this road.”

Ahmed Abdullah, executive engineer 
of LGED in Moulvibazar, said, “Tender 
process to repair the 10.5-km stretch 
of Tengra-Dewandighi-Tarapasha road 
at a cost of Tk 12 crore is at final stage.”


