
NEWS
Gender
FROM PAGE 3

Prasenjit Chakma, UNDP’s 
assistant country director 
in Bangladesh, opined that 
overall development of a 
country is not possible if 
half of its population is left 
behind.

Addressing as chief 
guest, Prakash Kanti 
Chowdhury, joint secretary 
(development) of the 
Ministry of Women and 
Children Affairs, shared 
that recent financial 
years have seen gender 
budget allocations across 
three thematic areas: 
increasing women’s access 
to government services, 
empowering women and 
enhancing their social 
status, and increasing 
women’s participation 
in production, labour 
markets, and income-
generating activities.

UN Women’s 
programme manager 
Tapati Saha, programme 
officer Noor Ali Shah, 
and UNDP’s Mohammad 
Raziur Rahman, 
presented draft guidelines 
for gender-sensitive 
planning and budgeting, 
while gender budget 
expert Nilufar Ahmed 
Karim conducted a 
question-answer session.

Humaira Binte Farooq, 
UN Women’s programme 
officer, moderated the 
event, while Mushfiqua 
Zaman Satiar, senior policy 
adviser of the Embassy 
of the Netherlands, also 
spoke.

Toxic PFAS found
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in a programme organised 
by ESDO in the capital 
yesterday.

Particularly alarming 
was the level of 
contamination in the 
Karnatali river, where PFAS 
concentrations reached 
1,152.2 nanograms per litre, 
more than 300 times the 
proposed EU limit.

The study further 
revealed that PFAS levels 
were also found in Tongi 
river water and Ashulia 
lake water, well above the 
currently proposed EU 
limit. Another sample from 
Hatirjheel Lake showed 
PFAS levels to be 185 times 
higher than the current 
Dutch advisory limit.

The presence of PFAS 
in drinking water is 
particularly alarming, 
as three out of four (75 
percent) tap water samples 
from the study contained 
PFAS, with some exceeding 
both US and EU regulatory 
limits.

The water was analysed 
in laboratories of Brown 
University and the 
University of Chemistry 
and Technology in Prague.

Since there are currently 
no rules in Bangladesh 
regarding the use of PFAS, 
the chemical is widely used 
without any obstruction, 
the study said.

However, the textile 
industry, responsible for 
about 50 percent of global 
PFAS usage, is identified as 
a major contributor to this 
contamination, it added.

“Bangladesh is an 
international textile 
manufacturing hub, 
and the prevalence of 
toxic chemical emissions 
from this sector puts our 

residents at higher risk,” 
said Siddika Sultana, 
ESDO’s executive director.

The study  claims 
that PFAS has negative 
consequences for the 
environment and human 
health.

These include negative 
effects on fertility, fetal 
development, thyroid 
hormone function, and 
increased risks of liver 
damage and cancer. It can 
cause high cholesterol and 
reduce vaccine effectiveness, 
posing major health risks.
ACTION REQUIRED 
AGAINST PFAS USAGE
Jitka Straková urged the 
textile industry to phase 
out PFAS use and be 
transparent about the 
chemicals in their products.

The textile industry 
is a major user of PFAS, 
accounting for over half 
of global consumption. 
Despite this, safer 
alternatives to PFAS in 
textiles exist, making its 
ongoing usage unnecessary, 
the study emphasised. 

Textile makers in 
Bangladesh near areas 
where water was found with 
high PFAS levels produce 
products for major global 
brands. These brand-name 
companies have tremendous 
market influence and should 
demand PFAS-free products, 
the study also said. 

Shahriar Hossain, 
a lead author of the 
study, said, “PFAS in our 
waterways, tap water, and 
clothing pose serious 
health and environmental 
threats, yet industries and 
policymakers have been 
slow to respond.”

“This needs to be 
controlled urgently,” he 
added.

PBI plea to scrap bail
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The lawyers who 
represented the Transcom 
executives and officials 
at yesterday’s hearing 
include senior lawyer 
Kazi Md Nazib Ullah 
Hiru, Abdur Rahman 
Howlader, president of 
Dhaka Bar Association; 
Mizanur Rahman 
Mamun, former president 
of the association; 
Sheikh Baharul Islam, 
Mohammad Shaheenoor 
Islam, Abdullah-Al-
Mamun and Mohammad 
Siddique Ullah Miah.

Yesterday, senior lawyer 
Ahsanul Karim represented 
the complainant in the 
hearing, among others. 

On February 22, 
Simeen’s younger sister 
Shahzreh Huq filed three 
cases with Gulshan Police 
Station, accusing Transcom 

Group Chairman Shahnaz 
Rahman, Simeen, Zaraif 
and six other officials 
of fraud and breach of 
trust with regard to the 
company’s shares and 
properties.

On April 3, the court 
granted bail to Shahnaz, 
Simeen and Zaraif until 
submission of the probe 
report.

On the same day, 
the three executives 
surrendered before the 
Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate’s Court hours 
after they returned to the 
country and sought bail, 
following the directives of 
the Supreme Court.

According to their 
lawyers, Shahnaz, Simeen, 
and Zaraif were abroad 
when the cases were filed.

The other accused in the 
cases are on bail now.

3 of a robber
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carrying Tk 60 lakh in 
a bag. Around 4:50pm, 
near the entrance of Naba 
Narayan Lane in Islampur, 
a person shoved him, 
falsely accusing him of 
causing the collision. 

When Mohiuddin 
apologised and attempted 
to leave, a group of 7 to 
8 people surrounded 
him, beating him severely 
and blinding him with a 
substance before making 
off with the bag of money.

Following the incident, 
Akidul Islam, the owner 
of the jewellery store, filed 
a robbery case on April 
27. Earlier, the DMP’s 
Kotwali police had arrested 
two other suspects in 
connection with the case.

“Baila Khokon, the 
mastermind, resides in Old 
Dhaka and has knowledge 
about local financial 
transactions. Rezaul 
Karim, who once operated 
a business in Old Dhaka, 
orchestrated the attack 
by assembling a team 
of robbers from various 
districts,” said Mashiur.

The arrestees have 
multiple robbery and 
theft cases against them 
and are currently being 
interrogated under police 
remand, he added.
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Policy actions can
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service centres, a separate 
database for registering 
women returnee migrants, 
and the immediate 
approval of the “Draft 
National Rehabilitation 
Policy” formulated in 2022 
for all returning migrant 
workers.

Speaking at the event, 
Mohammad Ikram 
Hossain, adviser at Alliance 
for Returnee Women 
Migrants, emphasised 
the need for female staff 

at the Expatriate Welfare 
Desk at Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport to 
address issues faced by 
female migrants.

“Immigration police 
used to send data on 
returnee female migrants 
to the International 
Organization for Migration. 
It can also provide it to the 
government and NGOs 
to create a database for 
smoother services for 
migrant workers,” he 
added.

DEWANDIGHI-PALPUR ROAD IN MOULVIBAZAR

Pothole plight 
worsens in Rajnagar

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Vehicular movement on Dewandighi-
Palpur road in Rajnagar upazila of 
Moulvibazar has become risky due 
to numerous potholes on the five-
kilometre stretch between Tengra and 
Tarapasha areas.

The road sustained significant 
damage due to being 
frequented by heavy 
trucks transporting 
sand extracted from 
Tarapasha Balumahal 
in the Manu river. 

“Around 50-60 
sand-laden trucks 
use the road daily,” 
said Faisal Mia, a truck 
driver. 

As a result, lighter 
vehicles such as auto-
rickshaws carrying commuters 
find it difficult to use the road and 
have been doing so amid the risk of 
accidents.

Hundreds of locals -- including 
students, women and elderly people 
-- from Kamarchak union of Rajnagar 
upazila, Patanushar union of 
Kamalganj upazila, and Hajipur union 
of Kulaura upazila, use the road daily. 

Visiting the Tengra-Tarapasha 
section of the road recently, this 
correspondent found it in a dilapidated 
state, with numerous potholes at 
different places on a five-kilometre 
stretch across Kartal, Salon, Haripasa, 
Kachari and Tarapasha Bazar areas.

“Auto-rickshaw drivers charge 
extra fares on the road, causing 

sufferings to commuters,” 
said Shah Alam, a trader at 

Tarapasha Bazar.
Sources at 

Moulvibazar district 
administration said 
the government earns 
Tk 1.46 crore revenue 

from Tarapasha 
Balumahal, and it will 

be leased again this year. 
Contacted, Dr Urmi 

Binte Salam, deputy 
commissioner of Moulvibazar, 

said, “The tender process to lease the 
balumahal is at the final stage. We will 
take measures to ensure no overloaded 
trucks ply this road.”

Ahmed Abdullah, executive engineer 
of LGED in Moulvibazar, said, “Tender 
process to repair the 10.5-km stretch 
of Tengra-Dewandighi-Tarapasha road 
at a cost of Tk 12 crore is at final stage.”

2nd Edition

Media needs
FROM PAGE 3

spirit. We want to see the 
media as a supportive force 
of the government. I want 
to assure you that if you 
publish any report based 
on factual and authentic 
information identifying 
the government’s 
mistakes, we will welcome 
those and recognise with 
award.” 

Referring to German 
broadcaster Deutsche 
Welle’s (DW) recent 
documentary on 
Bangladesh’s human 
rights issue, he said, “If you 

watch the documentary 
attentively, you will 
see it was not against 
any individual or the 
government, but against 
the country and its 
important institution -- 
Bangladesh Army.”

The DW made an ill-
motivated, malicious and 
misleading documentary 
to tarnish the reputation 
of Bangladesh Army, 
which has gained fame 
for its extraordinary role 
in the UN peacekeeping 
missions, the state 
minister added.


