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know in detail about 
the 20 participating 
teams, with articles 
by cricket writers 
from Bangladesh and 
beyond.

ICC MEN’S T20I 
WORLD CUP 2024

SPECIAL MAGAZINE 

FROM THE DAILY STAR

CRICBLITZ 
HITS THE STANDS TODAY 
Contact your hawker for a copy 

of CricBlitz – a special 80-page 
magazine on the ICC Men’s T20I 
World Cup from

Yesterday’s school day ended with splashes of joy as students of Willes Little Flower School and College in the 
capital enjoyed the afternoon rain and gusty winds brought on by Cyclone Remal. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

CYCLONE REMAL

EC suspends 
polls in 19 
upazilas
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission 
suspended voting in 
19 upazilas in the third 
phase of the upazila polls 
yesterday due to flooding 
and power disruptions 
caused by Cyclone Remal.

Before the 
announcement, 109 
upazilas were scheduled to 
go to the polls on May 29 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

City

High-risk pregnancies 
on the rise

NILIMA JAHAN

After losing her first child 
to a congenital heart defect, 
Sabina Yasmin was anxious 
when she found out about 
her second pregnancy.

Her doctor’s explanation 
of potential complications led her to 
consult four other doctors, and all 
of them confirmed it was a high-risk 
pregnancy. 

Sabina said, “Still 
grieving the loss of my first 
child, I faced pregnancy-
induced hypertension, 
gestational diabetes and 
obesity, which caused 
placental insufficiency – my 
baby wasn’t getting enough 

nutrition.
“I had to take routine insulin 

injections, blood thinners and had 

SAFE MOTHERHOOD DAY

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE

It’s not yet 
criminalised,
thus govt denies
Says statement by  
6 rights bodies

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Victims of enforced disappearances are 
now taken away for a shorter period, 
particularly after the 2021 US sanctions 
on Rab and some of its officials, said 
a joint statement by human rights 
organisations on the occasion of 
International Week of the Disappeared, 
observed from May 17-31.   

“A large majority of the disappeared 
persons were victims of short-term 
disappearances, some of whom were 
reportedly tortured while in custody. 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

More and more 
businesspeople 
contest UZ polls

Their number rises to 58.14pc from 
51.14pc in 2014, says TIB report

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The number of businesspeople contesting the upazila 
polls has gone up, said a report released by Transparency 
International Bangladesh yesterday.

The report, launched at a press conference at TIB’s 
Dhanmondi office, said candidates from farming and 
teaching professions have decreased.

The report is based on an analysis of the affidavits of 
those running in the third phase of the upazila elections.

According to the report, around 51.14 percent of 
contenders in the 2014 upazila polls were businesspeople. 
In 2024, around 58.14 percent of the contestants are 
involved in business, a seven-percentage point increase 
from 2014. 

In 2014, around 8.75 percent of candidates were teachers 
and 13.40 percent farmers. In this year’s upazila elections, 
10 percent are farmers and 3.95 percent teachers.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

DB recreates 
crime scene 
in Kolkata

Compares info from arrestees 
here with suspect held there

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN and RASHIDUL HASAN

The DMP’s Detective Branch team, now in Kolkata to 
investigate the murder of Jhenaidah-4 MP Anwarul Azim 
Anar, yesterday reconstructed the crime scene based on 
information from suspect Jihad Howlader.

Jihad, a 24-year-old butcher by profession, now on 12-
day remand in West Bengal CID custody, dismembered 
the lawmaker’s body into 
80 pieces. 

Yesterday, the Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police’s 
DB team, led by its 
chief Harun Or Rashid, 
took Jihad to the flat 
in Kolkata’s New Town where the crime was committed 
nearly two weeks ago.

Investigators from India and Bangladesh revealed that 
Azim entered the flat at 2:51pm on May 13 and was killed 
there within the next half an hour. 

According to Jihad, the MP’s body was lying in a 
bedroom for several hours.

“After sunset, four people moved his body to the toilet, 
and Jihad began dismembering it. The killers purchased a 
large quantity of cotton to clean up the bloodstains,” said 
a West Bengal CID official requesting anonymity.

Cotton was also used to suppress the sound of chops, 
according to another CID source.

After vising the flat, the DB team along with Jihad went 
to a swamp at Polerhat in Kolkata. Jihad told investigators 
that he and his associates got off a taxi about a kilometre 
away from the swamp and walked there to dump the parts 
of the body.

The visiting detectives could not make any attempt 
to recover the parts due to incessant rain yesterday. 
They cross checked the information provided by suspect 
Amanullah alias Shimul Bhuiyan during the interrogation 
in Bangladesh, with Jihad in India.

Amanullah, an extremist leader from the Khulna-
Jashore region, was in charge of the killing, said 

MP AZIM 

MURDER
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45 killed in Israeli airstrike  
on Rafah tent camp

Global leaders condemn; Netanyahu says ‘something went wrong’

REUTERS, Cairo/Jerusalem

An Israeli airstrike triggered a fire 
that killed 45 people in a tent camp 
in the Gazan city of Rafah, officials 
said yesterday, prompting an outcry 
from global leaders who urged the 
implementation of a World Court 
order to halt Israel’s assault.

Palestinian families rushed to 
hospitals to prepare their dead for 
burial after a strike late on Sunday 
night set tents and rickety metal 
shelters ablaze.

Israel’s military, which is trying to 
eliminate Hamas in Gaza, said it was 

investigating reports that a strike it 
carried out against commanders of 
the Islamist militant group in Rafah 
had caused the fire.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said the strike had not 
been intended to cause civilian 
casualties.

“In Rafah, we already evacuated 
about 1 million non-combatant 
residents and despite our utmost 
effort not to harm non-combatants, 
something unfortunately went 
tragically wrong,” he said in a speech 
in parliament that was interrupted 
by shouting from opposition 

lawmakers.
Survivors said families were 

preparing to sleep when the strike 
hit the Tel Al-Sultan neighbourhood 
where thousands were sheltering 
after Israeli forces began a ground 
offensive in the east of Rafah over 
two weeks ago.

“We were praying...and we were 
getting our children’s beds ready to 
sleep. There was nothing unusual, 
then we heard a very loud noise, and 
fire erupted around us,” said Umm 
Mohamed Al-Attar, a Palestinian 
mother in a red headscarf.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

RAKHINE STATE

Rohingyas in  
the crosshairs

Say UN, aid agencies
REUTERS

Myanmar’s Rohingya community is once again under threat of 
attacks and displacement as fighting between a powerful ethnic 
army and the country’s ruling junta escalates in the western state of 
Rakhine, according to the UN and aid agencies.

Tens of thousands of Rohingyas are estimated to have fled for 
safety towards neighbouring Bangladesh since mid-May, and many 
of those remaining in Rakhine are in dire need of humanitarian aid.

The Arakan Army (AA) claimed control of Buthidaung town 
earlier in May following fighting during which the ethnic army was 
accused of singling out Rohingya community members. The AA 
denies the charges.

The AA is now bearing down on the border town of Maungdaw, 
also home to a large Rohingya population, that the Myanmar junta 
will likely attempt to hold, raising the spectre of more serious violence.
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