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More than 
2,000 buried 
in landslide
Says Papua New 
Guinea govt

REUTERS, Sydney

Papua New Guinea’s 
massive landslide three 
days ago buried more 
than 2,000 people, the 
government said yesterday, 
as treacherous terrain and 
difficulties transporting aid 
lowered hopes of finding 
survivors.

The National Disaster 
Centre gave the new 
number in a letter to the 
UN released yesterday but 
dated Sunday. A separate 
UN agency put the possible 
death toll at more than 670 
people.

The variance reflects 
the remote site and the 
difficulty getting an 
accurate population 
estimate. PNG’s last 
credible census was in 
2000 and many people live 
in isolated mountainous 
villages on the Pacific 
island nation. 

Weapons 
Taiwan ordered 
are on their way
Says senior US lawmaker

REUTERS, Taipei

A senior US lawmaker visiting Taipei said yesterday 
that weapons Taiwan had ordered are finally on 
their way, and that China’s “intimidating” war 
games last week underscored the need to boost 
the island’s deterrence abilities.

China claims democratically governed Taiwan 
as its own territory and has never renounced the 
use of force to bring the island under its control. 
Taiwan’s government rejects Beijing’s sovereignty 
claims.

Taiwan has for the last two years complained of 
delays to deliveries of US weapons, such as Stinger 
anti-aircraft missiles, as manufacturers supply 
Ukraine to support its defence against Russia.

Michael McCaul, the Republican chairman 
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, who 
promised those weapons would be delivered 
when he visited Taiwan last year, said the Chinese 
military’s “armada” last week had sent a very 
strong message to the United States.

“We are moving forward on those weapons 
systems. I’d like to see it faster, but they are 
forthcoming,” McCaul told reporters after 
meeting Taiwan President Lai Ching-te as head of 
a bipartisan delegation of five other US lawmakers.

‘I can’t join’
Mamata says she will be skipping INDIA bloc 

meet on June 1
TOI, New Delhi

The top leaders of the opposition Indian 
National Developmental Inclusive Alliance 
(INDIA) bloc are scheduled to convene 
in New Delhi on June 1 to assess their 
performance in the recently held Lok Sabha 
elections and strategize for the future.
Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge, a 
prominent figure in the opposition bloc, 
is set to convene the meeting, which will 
coincide with last phase of polling on June 1.
However, Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
supremo Mamata Banerjee said that 
she can’t join the meeting as voting is 
scheduled for nine seats in West Bengal on 
the same day.
Mamata Banerjee said, “The INDIA team 

is holding a meeting on June 1. I have told 
them I can’t join as we have election on 
9 seats in West Bengal on the same day. 
Punjab, Bihar & UP also have elections 
on June 1. On one side is the cyclone, and 
on the other side, it is elections... Cyclone 
relief is my priority right now.”
Few days back, Mamata said her party 
would provide “outside support” to the 
opposition alliance in case it manages to 
form a government at the centre.
“We (TMC) will support the INDIA bloc 
from outside to form a government at the 
centre. We will extend our support so that 
in Bengal, our mothers and sisters never 
face a problem... and those who work in 
the 100 days’ job scheme, also do not face 
problems,” she said.

5 Pak soldiers 
killed in 
gunbattles 
with militants
REUTERS, Islamabad

Five Pakistani soldiers 
were killed in gunbattles 
with Islamist militants in 
the country’s northwest 
bordering Afghanistan 
yesterday, the Pakistan 
Army said.

The statement said the 
deaths were in addition 
to two other soldiers, 
including an officer, who 
were killed the previous day 
in an operation against the 
militants on the outskirts 
of the northwestern city of 
Peshawar.

It said a total of 23 
militants had also been 
killed in the last two days 
in what it described as 
three intelligence-based 
operations on their 
hideouts in northwest 
Pakistan close to the 
Afghan border.

The militants were 
“involved in numerous 
terrorist activities against 
the security forces as well 
as the innocent civilians,” 
the army said.

The five soldiers were 
killed in Khyber district, 
it said. The military didn’t 
identify what group the 
militants belonged to.

The lawless tribal regions 
along the Afghan border 
have long been a safe 
haven for the Islamist and 
sectarian militants who 
operate under an umbrella 
group called Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

The TTP aims to 
overthrow the government 
and replace it with a harsh 
brand of Islamic law.

Palestinians mourn in a vehicle next to the bodies of their relatives killed in an Israeli strike on an area designated for displaced people in 
Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Fire fighters try to douse a fire in a shop near a landfill site during a heatwave in New Delhi, India yesterday. The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has issued a ‘red’ alert for heatwave in several parts of North India. PHOTO: REUTERS

RSF files ICC case over 
journalists’ deaths in Gaza
CPJ says at least 107 journalists, media workers killed during 

Israel’s offensive in Palestinian enclave

AFP, The Hague

Media watchdog Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) said yesterday it 
had filed a complaint with the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) 
over Palestinian journalists killed 
or injured in Gaza.

RSF said it was asking the 
ICC’s prosecutor to investigate 
alleged war crimes committed by 
the Israeli army against at least 
nine Palestinian reporters since 
December 15.

The ICC said in January it was 
probing potential crimes against 
journalists since the outbreak of 
offensive in Gaza, which has cost 
the lives of more than 100 reporters.

RSF said it had “reasonable 

grounds for thinking that some of 
these journalists were deliberately 
killed and that the others were the 
victims of deliberate IDF (Israel 
Defence Force) attacks against 
civilians.”

This specific complaint -- the 
third the RSF has made -- concerns 
eight Palestinian journalists killed 
between December 20 and May 
20, and one other who sustained 
injuries.

“All concerned journalists were 
killed (or injured) in the course of 
their work,” RSF said in a statement.

Antoine Bernard, RSF advocacy 
and assistance director, said: “Those 
who kill journalists are attacking 
the public’s right to information, 
which is even more essential in 
times of conflict.”

ICC prosecutor Karim Khan last 
week asked the court to issue arrest 
warrants for top Israeli and Hamas 
leaders, including Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, for alleged 
war crimes and crimes against 
humanity.

Israel has strongly denied the 
allegation and Defence Minister 
Yoav Gallant said that to draw a 
parallel between Hamas and Israeli 
leaders was “despicable”.

The New York-based Committee 
to Protect Journalists (CPJ) says 
at least 107 journalists and media 

workers have been killed during 
the offensive, the “deadliest period 
for journalists since CPJ began 
gathering data in 1992”.

The RSF complaint includes the 
case of two Palestinian journalists 
killed in January while working for 
Al Jazeera.

Hamza Wael Dahdouh and 
Mustafa Thuria, who also worked as 
a video stringer for AFP and other 
news organisations, were killed 
while they were “on their way to 
carry out their duty” for the channel 
in the Gaza Strip, the network said.

The Israeli army told AFP at the 
time it had “struck a terrorist who 
operated an aircraft that posed a 
threat to IDF troops”.

It added it was “aware of the 
reports that during the strike, two 
other suspects who were in the 
same vehicle as the terrorist were 
also hit”.

RSF said it had 
“reasonable grounds 

for thinking that 
some of these 

journalists were 
deliberately killed.”


