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Forced into 
prostitution in UAE

MD ABBAS

Tuly Akhter*, a resident of Khulna, 
reached the UAE spending Tk 1.50 
lakh by using all her savings.

She dreamt of a better life, 
spurred by promises of a lucrative 
salary as a domestic help. 

Her dreams soon turned into 
a nightmare. She was forced into 
prostitution.

Upon reaching Abu Dhabi, 
Tuly was taken to Ajman city’s 
Howard Johnson Hotel, operated by 
Bangladeshis Sayem and Payel alias 
Ranu. The two trafficked Tuly to UAE 
with Payel’s mother’s assistance.

The hotel became Tuly’s prison. 
“When I refused to entertain 
customers, I was tortured both 

physically and verbally. They then 
threatened to hand me over to the 
police,” Tuly recounted, after being 
deported to Bangladesh by UAE 
authorities following a 17-day jail 
term.

Despite months of exploitation, 
Tuly received no salary. Instead, she 
was forced to pay 4,000 dirhams for 
her Emirates ID, a cost supposed to 
be covered by her employer. “Having 
no other options, I was forced to do 
what they asked, but I did not receive 
any salary,” she said. 

Financially crippled, Tuly relied on 
friends to pay her loan installments.

Her ordeal intensified after 
Eid-ul-Fitr when she refused to 
continue working as a prostitute 

and rented a separate room. Her 
employers reported her to the police, 
leading to her arrest on charges of 
engaging in anti-social activities. 
Upon her return to Bangladesh, 
Tuly immediately sought justice, 
demanding punishment for those 
who trafficked her.

BRAC has provided Tuly 
with legal services and shelter 
at its Uttara centre. She is now 
preparing to file a case against 
Sayem and Payel. Tuly revealed 
that at least three other girls were 
similarly deceived and forced into 
prostitution at the hotel.

Kohinur Begum*, another 
victim, went to the UAE with 
promises of a job at a beauty 
parlour and a Tk 50,000 monthly 
salary. Desperate to support her 
bedridden father, she accepted the 
offer from local broker Aftaul Islam 
alias Parvez. Instead, she faced 
the same fate as Tuly, enduring 
physical torture by her Bangladeshi 
employer, Md Hannan, when she 
refused to comply with prostitution 
demands.

Kohinur was rescued by a man 
named Mamun, who paid Tk 4 
lakh to Hannan in exchange for 

Kohinur’s freedom. She returned to 
Bangladesh on May 21, 2023. She 
identified two hotels, Baisakhi Club 
and Radisson Blu Hotel (Falguni), 
where 20-22 other girls were 
similarly trapped. 

BRAC also provided her with legal 
assistance, leading to the filing of a 
case against Parvez and Hannan at 
the Airport Police Station.

BRAC is now working to bring  
back two more victims, who are still 
trapped in the UAE. One victim’s 
mother has filed a case with Bandar 
Police Station in Narayanganj.

Shariful Hasan, associate director 
at BRAC Migration Programme and 
BRAC Youth Platform, said, “A nexus 
on both sides is actively involved in sex 
trafficking. Our Bangladesh Embassy 
has not played a sufficient role in this 
regard, which is highly needed.”

He said over 100 girls are 
confined to various UAE hotels, 
forced into prostitution or other 
illicit activities.

Despite repeated attempts, the 
Bangladesh embassy in the UAE 
could not be reached for comment.

*Names have been changed to 
protect the identities of the victims.
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Recognise 
1971 genocide
Chief justice urges 
int’l community

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

C h i e f 
J u s t i c e 
O b a i d u l 
H a s s a n 
y e s t e r d a y 
stressed the 
need for 
international recognition 
of the genocide committed 
in Bangladesh during the 
Liberation War.

“It’s a matter of sorrow 
that the undemocratic 
governments had 
rehabilitated the war 
criminals through 
bringing them back into 
mainstream politics in 
different ways. Even at that 
time, the history of our 
Liberation War had been 
distorted. As a result, no 
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Metro service faces 
disruption

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Aritra Sarker, a private job holder and a 
regular user of metro rail, came to Uttara 
Center Station around 8:00am to go to 
Agargaon.

But he found the service to be 
suspended. He waited there for half an 
hour with no luck, and then tried to catch 
a CNG-run auto-rickshaw to reach his 
work at Shyamoli. He failed as they were 
not available due to inclement weather.

He was forced to return home.

Like Aritra, thousands of metro rail 
users, especially office-goers, suffered as 
the service got disrupted twice yesterday.

Earlier, on Saturday evening, metro 
rail services remained suspended from 
6:41pm to 8:00pm.

The service has seen operational halt 
for at least 10 times since its launch in 
December 2022. During those periods, 
metro rail services were suspended for 
half an hour to over two hours.

MAN Siddique, managing director 
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