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of Dhaka Mass Transit 
Company Ltd, however, said 
such halt is also common 
for metro rail services in 
other countries and they 
were not responsible for 
most of the cases.

Yesterday, metro 
rail service remained 
suspended from 7:30am to 
9:30am.

Then, the authority 
resumed the service 
partially and continued 
the partial operation till 
11:00am.

“The disruption 
occurred due to a natural 
disaster. We started our 
operation in the morning 
but different objects started 
coming to the lines due 
to strong wind. We had to 
halt operations for safety, ” 
MAN Siddique said.

Metro rail operations 
on the Agargaon-Motijheel 
section were suspended at 
5:00pm again due to some 
problem with the signaling 
system.

The operation between 
Uttara and Agargaon, 
however, remained normal, 
Siddique said.

However, the services 

resumed in full swing 
again two hours after the 
suspension, as per Dhaka 
Mass Transit Company Ltd.

Referring to Saturday’s 
incident, MAN Siddique 
said the electricity line, 
which supplies power to 
the signal system, failed 
and disrupted the service.

“We have backup lines 
but that can only operate 
trains for a short time... 
Interruption of power is 
causing the problem. The 
problem didn’t occur for 
four to five months before 
Saturday’s incident,” he 
added.

Asked whether people 
can lose confidence in 
metro rail service due to 
such disruption, he said 
they do not think so.

Asked about many 
passengers’ allegation that 
metro rail authorities did 
not notify them properly 
about service halts, 
Siddique said passengers 
inside trains and at stations 
were notified about the 
halt.

“We, however, don’t 
have the system to notify 
passengers outside the 
station,” he added.

Recognise 1971
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steps were taken from the 
state level for international 
recognition of the 1971 
genocide.” he said.

“But, better late than 
never. Now is the right time 
to demand international 
recognition of the 1971 
genocide,” he said.

He said this while 
speaking as chief guest 
at a workshop titled 
“International Recognition 

of the 1971 Bangladesh 
Genocide”.

The programme was 
jointly organised by Dhaka 
University, University 
College of London and 
Centre for Genocide 
Studies at DU.

He said the international 
recognition will be 
achieved when the UN 
General Assembly or the 
Security Council adopts a 
resolution in this regard.

Deaths, waterlogging
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Meanwhile, many 
government offices and 
educational institutions, 
including Government 
Commerce College 
in Agrabad, PDB Sub 
Divisional Office in 
Halishahar Rampur, and 
the Water Development 
Board Bhaban in 
Bahaddarhat, were 
submerged. 

Commercial banks on 
the ground floor in Agrabad 
Commercial Area and the 
road in front of the World 
Trade Centre also went 
under knee-deep water.

Educational institutions 
were closed and used as 
cyclone shelters, with all 
examinations postponed.

CCC Chief Conservancy 
Officer Latiful Haque 
Kazmi said their teams 
were working to drain the 

water quickly.
In Chawkbazar, shop-

owners like Saddam 
Hossain faced significant 
losses as water damaged 
valuables worth Tk 2 lakh. 
“I am trying to save the 
rest of my valuables,” said 
Saddam.

Residents in areas like 
West Bakalia DC Road were 
seen scooping out water 
from their homes.

Anjan Paul, a local, 
said, “Every year during 
the monsoon, we face 
this problem. Four mega 
projects have been going 
on to address waterlogging 
in the city but we do not get 
any benefit from those.”

Despite four ongoing 
projects worth Tk 14,388.74 
crore by three government 
bodies to address 
waterlogging, residents 
have seen no relief.

Dhaka dwellers suffer
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areas, said an official.
DSCC requested 

residents to call 
01709900888 if there is any 
waterlogging in the area. 

Meanwhile, Dhaka North 
City Corporation yesterday 
cancelled all types of leave 
for its officers concerned, 
centring the cyclone Remal.

Ten quick response teams 
of DNCC have been working 
to ensure quick water 
drainage, removal of broken 
trees, and to provide any 
kind of help to city dwellers, 
said Mayor Atiqul Islam.

Atiqul urged people 
to call the DNCC hotline 
number -- 16106 -- in case 
of emergency.
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BCSIR, AUST sign 
deal on research 
cooperation

CITY DESK

Bangladesh Council of Scientific & Industrial Research 
(BCSIR) and Ahsanullah University of Science and 
Technology (AUST) have signed a research cooperation 
agreement recently.

The event was held on May 23 at the BCSIR. 
Chairman of BCSIR Prof Md Aftab Ali Shaikh 

was present as the chief guest and Prof Mohammed 
Mahbubur Rahman, vice chancellor (in charge) of AUST, 
was presented as a special guest. 

Among others, Md Delwar Hossen, member (admin), Dr 
Md Nazim Zaman, member (science & technology), senior 
scientists, teachers of AUST and other officials were also 
present at the event.

Prof Saiful 
Islam new VC 
of AIUB
CITY DESK

Prof Dr 
Saiful Islam 
has joined 
as the vice-
chancellor 
of American International 
University-Bangladesh 
(AIUB) on May 23 after being 
appointed by the president. 

Islam was the VC of 
Dhaka International 
University (DIU) from 
February 2022 to May 2024. 

From June 2016 to June 
2020, he was the VC of 
BUET. Islam obtained his 
BSc and MSc in Electrical 
Engineering degree from 
BUET in 1975 and 1977. 

He obtained his PhD 
in EE from Cambridge 
University, UK in 1986. 

Prof Islam started his 
career as a lecturer of EE in 
BUET in 1975 and became 
professor of Electrical & 
Electronic Engineering 
department in 1988. He is a 
life fellow of the Institution 
of Engineers Bangladesh, 
a life fellow of Bangladesh 
Computer Society and a 
fellow of the Institution of 
Engineering & Technology, 
UK, among many other 
reputed institutions.

This road is an important one frequented by buses, trucks and 
human hauliers. So, an initiative was taken to expand the 8km road.

RAJIB SAHA, LGED engineer

300 trees felled for 
road expansion work

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Over 500 trees are being felled to widen the 
road between two unions -- Lord Hardinge 
and Dholigournagar -- in Bhola.

Trees on the main road between the unions, 
encompassing an area of 8km, are being cut 
as part of the road extension initiative by 
LGED.

Locals have estimated that around 400-
500 trees are being cut on both sides of the 
road.

They have expressed concerns over 
felling of so many trees. They said at a time 
when temperatures are soaring due to 
climate change, cutting trees is 
not acceptable and the officials 
should have thought of an 
alternative way.

Lord Hardinge Union 
Parishad Chairman Abul 
Kashem Mia said locals 
wanted road expansion 
from Lord Hardinge to 
Chatla Bazar, so LGED 
took this initiative.

Visiting the area, 
this correspondent saw 
around 300 trees have been 
uprooted while the rest have 
been marked.

Forest officer in Lalmohan upazila 
Ashish Kumar Dey said the road between the 
two unions is being extended from 14 feet to 

18 feet.
“LGED sent a letter 

to us for permission to 
remove roadside trees. We 

approved the proposal and 
fixed the value of the wood from 

the trees. Two contractors -- Bhola 
Monir Mia and Sohel -- have undertaken the 
task,” he said.

He said 199 trees have so far been sold for 
Tk 6 lakh.

Lalmohan LGED engineer Rajib Saha said 
this road is an important one frequented by 
buses, trucks, human hauliers, etc. For these 
reasons, an initiative was taken to expand the 
8km road at a cost of Tk 15 crore.

LGED executive engineer Ibrahim Khalil 
echoed the same.
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