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Draconian laws 
stifling journos’ 
voices: Rizvi
UNB, Dhaka

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General Ruhul 
Kabir Rizvi yesterday alleged that journalists 
in Bangladesh are working in a fearful 
atmosphere, facing numerous adversities, 
as the government has enacted several 
draconian laws aimed at stifling voices.

Speaking at a programme marking the 
founding anniversary of Dhaka Reporters’ 
Unity (DRU), he also said the Digital 
Security Act and Cyber Security Act are 
contrary to the freedom of the press.

“You have to encounter many 
adversities. We know you have to work 
in a frightening situation since various 
draconian laws have been enforced to 
silence voices. I believe you are moving 
ahead and continue to do that, overcoming 
all these obstacles,” he said.

The BNP leader said the government 
first formulated the Digital Security Act 
(DSA) and then the Cyber Security Act. 
“Neither of these laws is pleasant for the 
mass media, and they do not contribute to 
ensuring the security of journalists.”

During his stays in jails at different 
times, Rizvi said he found some students, 
journalists, and youth languishing in prisons 
for a long time in cases filed under the DSA.

No rice imported 
in FY 2023-24
Directorate General of Food 
tells JS body
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Directorate General of Food yesterday 
informed that no rice was imported in the 2023-
2024 fiscal year, which happened for the first time 
in many years. 

It disclosed the information at a meeting of 
the parliamentary standing committee on food 
ministry, held at Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

Directorate General of Food imports rice and 
wheat through international tenders or G2G basis, 
and in the fiscal year, no rice has been imported at 
the government or private level, it said.

The country’s rice production has met the 
demand for rice in the local market. However, wheat 
was imported following due process, it also informed.

Mentionable, around 10 lakh tonnes of rice was 
imported in the 2022-23 fiscal year. 

The meeting was also told that plans have been 
adopted to discourage food waste through the 
Bangladesh Food Safety Authority. It was also 
recommended in the meeting to conduct public 
awareness activities for preventing food wastage.

Government 
for protecting 
journos: Quader
BSS, Dhaka

The government remains alert so that no 
journalists face any harassment, said Road 
Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul 
Quader yesterday.

Quader, also Awami League general 
secretary, said this while addressing the 
founding anniversary programme of the 
Dhaka Reporters’ Unity on the premises of 
DRU at Segunbagicha in Dhaka.

Quader also urged the journalists to 
remain alert so that no one can undermine 
their noble profession by practicing bad-
journalism. “Many people, who don’t know 
journalism, enter government offices 
[in the name of reporting]. They are not 
journalists. Everyone should remain alert 
about such fake journalists,” he said.

He also said the AL government never 
opposes criticism.

DRU president Syed Shukur Ali Shuvo 
chaired the programme, conducted by its 
general secretary Mohiuddin.

Jatiyo Party Chairman GM Quader and 
AL Joint General Secretary AFM Bahauddin 
Nasim, among others, spoke on the occasion.
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Two influential 
ministers asked me 

not to talk to the 
media and assured 

me that they were 
looking into my 

demand... but 
nothing happened 

afterwards. Nobody 
inquires how I 
am struggling 

to run my family 
and manage 

the educational 
expenses of my two 

daughters.

AYESHA BEGUM
Akram’s widow

TEKNAF COUNCILLOR AKRAMUL KILLING

6yrs on, family 
awaits justice

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

It has been six years since the death of Teknaf 
municipality councillor Akramul Haque in a 
“gunfight” with the Rapid Action Battalion, 
but his family’s quest for justice remains 
agonisingly unfulfilled.

The investigation into his murder 
appears to be moving at a snail’s 
pace.

Meanwhile, his family 
continues to grapple with a 
sense of vulnerability as they 
have received warnings against 
speaking to the media.

“After my husband was killed, 
our family went through much 
harassment as we talked to the media 
and wanted to file a case,” Ayesha Begum, 
the widow of Akram, told The Daily Star yesterday.

She said two influential ministers called her 
when she wanted justice and to meet with the 
prime minister. “Both the ministers asked me 
not to talk to the media and assured me that 
they were looking into my demand... but nothing 

happened afterwards,” she said over the phone.
“Nobody inquires how I am struggling to 

run my family and manage the educational 
expenses of my two daughters,” she said.

Akram, a three-time councillor, an Awami 
League member and former Teknaf Jubo 

League president, was killed in a 
“gunfight” with the Rab members 

at Noakhalipara on Teknaf Marine 
Drive Road in Cox’s Bazar on the 
night of May 26 in 2018 during a 
nationwide anti-narcotics drive.

At a press conference in 
Cox’s Bazar on May 31 of that 

year, Ayesha termed it a planned 
killing and demanded a judicial 

probe into the incident.
She gave reporters audio clips of 

chilling conversations recorded on her 
cellphone during the “crossfire”.

In one of the records, the sound of pulling 
back the hammer of a gun was heard. Then a 
gunshot rang out. What followed next was the 
groaning of a man.
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These motorcyclists ride on the Barishal-Dhaka highway without wearing helmets. Such actions increase the risk of fatalities 
in case of accidents. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: TITU DAS

2nd Edition

Release whitepaper
FROM PAGE 3

embarrassment, it will not 
only be unacceptable to the 
people but also be suicidal 
for the government.” 

“People are already 
valid realising that 
the three highly 
publicised incidents are 
not isolated; they are 
symptomatic of deep-
seated institutionalised 
corruption and represent 
just a tip of the iceberg.” 

He said it’s also clear 
that the responsibility for 
these crimes extend beyond 
those directly involved. 
Therefore, unless the 
direct perpetrators along 
with those who aid, abet, 
benefit from, and protect 

them are held accountable, 
the government’s election 
promises will be deemed 
as empty rhetoric, 
and corruption and 
wrongdoing will continue 
to proliferate further. 

TIB urged the 
government to hold the 
high-level power abuse 
accountable by following 
due process and to release a 
whitepaper on corruption. 

Additionally, consistent 
with the ruling party’s 
election manifesto, TIB 
calls for the establishment 
of short-, medium-, and 
long-term strategies and 
road-map to ensure good 
governance and prevent 
corruption.

DIGGING BRICK KILN FOR ‘GOLD’

Section 144 imposed 
in Thakurgaon
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Local administration in Thakurgaon has imposed 
section 144 in RB Bricks area of the district’s 
Ranisankail upazila to avert possible deterioration 
of law and order following a rumuor over presence 
of gold in soil piled up there.

Ranisankail UNO Rakibul Hasan imposed the 
emergency section on Saturday night, said a press 
release. 

It will remain in force till further notice.
As the rumor spread over gold recovery in the RB 

Brick kiln area, thousands of people, including women 
and children, have been searching for gold there. 

To prevent the huge crowd and considering the 
security issues, the local administration imposed 
the section-144. 

Additional police have been deployed to avert 
further trouble. The brick kiln authorities have been 
asked to relocate the soil soon. 

6,727 acres of railway 
land grabbed
Says BR in a report to JS body
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 6,727 acres of railway land are under 
illegal occupation by different organisations and 
individuals, as per a report by Bangladesh Railway. 

The report was presented at a meeting of the 
parliamentary standing committee on railway 
ministry, held at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban 
yesterday.

Awami League MP ABM Fazle Karim 
Chowdhury chaired the meeting.

The parliamentary watchdog recommended 
that work to recover the grabbed lands throughout 
the country start as soon as possible.

The parliamentary body formed a five-member 
sub-committee to take necessary measures to 
recover railway lands in Narayanganj.
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