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Draconian laws
stifling journos’
voices: Rizvi

UNB, Dhaka

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General Ruhul
Kabir Rizvi yesterday alleged that journalists
in Bangladesh are working in a fearful
atmosphere, facing numerous adversities,
as the government has enacted several
draconian laws aimed at stifling voices.

Speaking at a programme marking the
founding anniversary of Dhaka Reporters’
Unity (DRU), he also said the Digital
Security Act and Cyber Security Act are
contrary (o the freedom of the press.

“You have (o encounter many
adversities. We know you have to work
in a frightening situation since various
draconian laws have been enforced to
silence voices. I believe you are moving
ahead and continue to do that, overcoming
all these obstacles,” he said.

The BNP leader said the government
first formulated the Digital Security Act
(DSA) and then the Cyber Security Act.
“Neither of these laws is pleasant for the
mass media, and they do not contribute to
ensuring the security of journalists.”

During his stays in jails at different
times, Rizvi said he found some students,
journalists, and youth languishing in prisons
for a long time in cases filed under the DSA.

Government
for protecting
journos: Quader

BSS, Dhaka

The government remains alert so that no
journalists face any harassment, said Road
Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul
Quader yesterday.

Quader, also Awami League general
secretary, said this while addressing the
founding anniversary programme of the
Dhaka Reporters’ Unity on the premises of
DRU at Segunbagicha in Dhaka.

Quader also urged the journalists to
remain alert so that no one can undermine
their noble profession by practicing bad-
journalism. “Many people, who don’t know
journalism, enter government offices
[in the name of reporting]. They are not
journalists. Everyone should remain alert
about such fake journalists,” he said.

He also said the AL government never
opposes criticism.

DRU president Syed Shukur Ali Shuvo
chaired the programme, conducted by its
general secretary Mohiuddin.

Jatiyo Party Chairman GM Quader and
AL Joint General Secretary AFM Bahauddin
Nasim, among others, spoke on the occasion.

6,727 acres of railway
land grabbed

Says BR in a report to JS body

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 6,727 acres of railway land are under
illegal occupation by different organisations and
individuals, as per a report by Bangladesh Railway.

The report was presented at a meeting of the
parliamentary standing committee on railway
ministry, held at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
yesterday.

Awami League MP ABM Fazle Karim
Chowdhury chaired the meeting.

The parliamentary watchdog recommended
that work to recover the grabbed lands throughout
the country start as soon as possible.

The parliamentary body formed a five-member
sub-committee (o take necessary measures Lo
recover railway lands in Narayangan;j.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

No rice imported
in FY 2023-24

Directorate General of Food

These motorcyclists ride on the Barishal-Dhaka highway without wearing helmets. Such actions increase the risk of fatalities tells JS bOdy

in case of accidents. The photo was taken recently.

TEKNAF COUNCILLOR AKRAMUL KILLING
6yrs on, family
awaits justice

STAFF CORRESPONDENT happened afterwards,” she said over the phone.

; ; ) “Nobody inquires how I am struggling to
It has been six years since the death of Teknaf  pyn my family and manage the educational

municipality councillor Akramul Haque in a expenses of my two daughters,” she said.

“gunfight” with the Rapid Action Battalion,  “Akram, a three-time councillor, an Awami
but his family’s quest for justice remains yeague member and former Teknaf Jubo
agonisingly unfulfilled. - League president, was Kkilled in a

The investigation into his murder
appears to be moving at a snail's
pace.

Meanwhile, his family
continues to grapple with a
sense of vulnerability as they
have received warnings against |
speaking to the media. \

“After my husband was Kkilled,
our [amily went through much

“ounfight” with the Rab members

at Noakhalipara on Teknaf Marine

Drive Road in Cox’s Bazar on the

night of May 26 in 2018 during a

nationwide anti-narcotics drive.

At a press conference in

Cox’s Bazar on May 31 of that

year, Ayesha termed it a planned

killing and demanded a judicial
probe into the incident.

harassment as we talked to the media She gave reporters audio clips of
and wanted to file a case,” Ayesha Begum, chilling conversations recorded on her
the widow of Akram, told The Daily Star yesterday. cellphone during the “crossfire”.

She said two influential ministers called her In one of the records, the sound of pulling

when she wanted justice and to meet with the  pack the hammer of a gun was heard. Then a

prime minister. “Both the ministers asked me  gynshot rang out. What followed next was the
not to talk to the media and assured me that groaning of a man.

they were looking into my demand... but nothing SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

DIGGING BRICK KILN FOR ‘GOLD’
Section 144 imposed
in Thakurgaon

PHOTO: TITU DAS
STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Two influential The Directorate General of Food yesterday
ministers asked me informed that no rice was imported in the 2023-
not to talk to the 2024 fiscal year, which happened for the first time
. in many years.
media and assured It di%gcylosed the information at a meeting of
me tha.t th.ey were the parliamentary standing committee on food
looking into my ministry, held at Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

demand... but Directorate General of Food imports rice and
nothing happened wheat through international tenders or G2G basis,
afterwards. Nobody and in the fiscal year, no rice has been imported at

inquires how I the government or private level, it said.
. The country’s rice production has met the
am Str“ggl“,lg demand for rice in the local market. However, wheat
to run my family was imported following due process, it also informed.
and manage Mentionable, around 10 lakh tonnes of rice was

the educational imported in the 2022-23 fiscal year.
expenses of my two The meeting was also told that plans have been
daughters. adopted to discourage food waste through the
Bangladesh Food Safety Authority. It was also
AYESHA BEGUM recommended in the meeting to conduct public
Akram’s widow awareness activities for preventing food wastage.
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benefit from, and protect corruption.

T A-380 6/ wify sufoe/r028H:
e (T AT 3038 -20%¢ W MR A T AEAT g e S o e e A OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon
TR T 26 S “*ﬁ“ "‘ﬁ? T:f, s T e . Eastern Refinery Limited
EMCRRE 3/2038-3¢ Local administration in Thakurgaon has lmpo_se,d (A Subsidiary of Bangladesh Petroleum Carporation)
oy | wEeTEE s 1218 WECET S eE T | section 144 in RB Bricks area of the district’s North Patenga, Chattogram-4204
. . . . . . s
R AT T | Ranisankail upazila to avert possible deterioration Bangladesh
@ | TEHE T Ao HAR, W of law and order following a rumuor over presence
> = i : _ of vold in soil piled u the%e p Invitation for International Tender
a8 F SR A S AT AT TG P A S | 8 . p P o . ERL hereby irvites offers from reputed Suppliers/Manufacturers/Agents/Distributors for the supply of the following goods in accordance
T o 8 i A Ao SR, FEAYR 499 URE At-33¢o/8, OiEd: Ranisankail UNO Rakibul Hasan imposed the welth the terms & conditions set out hereafter,
ot yufotfaoasfEs | emergency section on Sa[urday night, said a press 1 Ministry/Division Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources/Energy and Mineral
"W& m um' T Resources Division
ok | e B VRl (OTM) | release. 2 ARETCY Bangladesh Patroleum Corparanon
0% | INE0 @ ST Be P TRl T 218 ATHE T WS | It will remain in force till further notice. T T Eastern Refinery Limited
ol | VR W [ (e e 30/ok] 10280 TFH FETEET TR | As the rumor spread over gold recovery in the RB 1 Purchaser district Chattogram
ob | WHETH AT HINCT oo WY | 3ol aoael¥s 33,00 bW T | Brick kiln area, thousands of people, including women : o L : E|D§:|;PUH|"|' T
3 . . erence number 4 =
So | WEW C4ETR Wiy 8 A x0/ok/20381HE 33,00 FOF | and children, have been searching for gold there. o) ERL/PUR/T-35/ 2024(RT)
3y | wem wfer anfam 7w “fferer syetitas e, whmg | To prevent the huge crowd and considering the ) ERL/PUR/IT-36/2024
sy | v wiem o wies <{fETe] AR THET, TERE | security issues, the local administration imposed d) ERL/PUR/IT-37/2024
[ e &) ERL/PUR/IT-38/2024
e | TR WERT (TR B {feTe! AR TR, TR | the section-144. 1) ERL/PUR/IT-38/2024
- vyt T GAE SRR, ST e e, WA T, A1 NRATETE T, Additional police have been deployed to avert g} ERL/PUR/IT-40/2024
i wraiafe o, wfewme (sf i) | Ratfae Fiesm Sg dem further trouble. The brick kiln authorities have been 7 Date 23 May, 2024
5 % e KEY INFORMATION
it 1 - aSked o I'elocate the 5011 soon. B [ Procurement methiod ] Internaticnal Open Tendering Method
e e fragd s ™ A iesers | wwem FUNDING INFORMATION
ol S ks ST 8 | Budget and source of funds [ Eastern Refinery Limited (Dwn Fund)
> [l ‘15-51{‘?# BT A A a | BIGL0O | 3.00000/- y,000/- PARTICULAR INFORMATION
2 T qfﬂ,rqa FA] ATHI G W aagG3Sor E‘J.OOOJ'I- qﬁ‘r}f- i Tender document last selling date [al (b) 23 June, 2034, 16.00 Hrs
©. | o FPTNE S S AR A @ | 9at@soe | #0,000/- a¢0/- . [¢). {d), (e}, {1, (g), 03 uly, 2024, 16:00 Hes
B. [ mlﬁ T T e | B2CT50S 20,000/ ¢oo)- 11 Tender closing date and tme :,:: |:j:'2;t J}u;:nla,dzilz:‘;j];izz;!‘i e
EOWTETE (), (e}, if], dg), 04 July, 111 r
. T8 TS e | Dty t,000/- 8oo/- 17 | Tenderopening date and Bme |a) (B} 24 June, 2024, 11,30 Hrs
b, | e AR e T (9 e ®atdob | 33¢.000/- | 3,000/ {6k 1dl, o3, {1, T, 04 July, 2024 1530 s
q TG TIBLIET & Yoal THIT & | S3¢Lyoe | 3,9¢.000/- 2,000/- 13 Offer validity 120 days {from the date of tender opening)
¥, | TG RS 0 | G320 3¢.000/- oo/ MAME & ADDRESS OF THE OFFICE(S)
. BRI (HATNE T | a3cr Sk 3 EGO}- 3‘-’10;"- 14 Tender document selling address ) Accounts Department, Eastern Refinery Limited, MNorth Patenga,
o - z Chattogram-4 204, Bangladesh. Phone: B8-02-333301261-7,
50, | TR SfffTeR BFT SR W D330 | 3.¢00/- 800/ ii) ERL Lisison Office, YMCA Bhaban, 2nd Floor, 171, Planeer Road, Kakrall,
3y, | AR T (ST GRS T WE | 9adiiod b,o00/- 8on/- Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh. Phone: B50-2-8391990, 8391991,
N mm ] ﬂ'ﬁm LTIl By358%h Y, 00,000/- 3, o00/- qT}fé‘ o 15 Tender recelving address Purchase Department, Eastern Refinery LUmied, MNorth Patenga,
. e AT 7 n Le] H I T Chattogram-4204, Bangladesh,
30 ﬂf"ﬂ‘.@i@?—ﬁ ...... el LA R B E{Q}iﬂf? 3.¢00/ _..a-gen"f-— wE Release ‘;‘/ lte a er 16 Tender opening address Purchase Department, Eastern FRefinery Umited, North Patenga,
8. | = 'jﬁ'l’-""! WA T B352038 to,oon)- qen/- Ta0ne I . Chatiogram-4204, Bangladésh,
st | = AT SrRERTE GRS 27 | B3ty 3,¢00/- foo/- A INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
i, Nﬂ.’i{ G (P PT) FREEE B A08 w0 ooa/- q¢o)f- LE FROM PAGE 3 . . them are held accountable, 17 Eligibifity of tenderer | As per Tender Data Sheat
Tya. | e A | - a33s0h | %0000/~ | 800l embarrassment, it will not the government’s election 1E | Brief description of goods:
S | SEBCIR TaTETE WA AT | R3530Y | Soooool | oool only be unacceptable to the - promises will be deemed Name P”“[:;':i';f:;::’;l';;“"‘ L O iy
S, | ArergivR M /R | ©33d30b | 3¢00/- | Boof people but also be suicidal a5 empty  rhetoric, 3| Watt Hour and VAR Metar ¥ 1000,00/-sat Or, USD | Tk 15,000,000r, | 75 days
o, | G A T e3tudod | ¢,0o0/- 800/- for the government. and corruption and 1200/-set USD 120.00
35, | b e TR O e W | ®ara%0d | S¢,000/- 8o0/- ‘People  are  already  wrongdoing will continue b} | Diffarent Electric Motors L3 ’W'ifgg ;"::to'- uso c:"d '5?'10230030 75 days
23, E 8 ﬁs‘f . 'Jﬁﬁl'rﬁ T Sagadol qO'OOOI' h.ooo}- Vahd reallsmg . that o prOhferate further' cl ‘arlous Exchangers and Metal Gaskets Th. 1000.00/-set Or, USD Th 10, 000,00 Or, 75 days
20, | S wrsTEIER S A A o BaeLI00 | q.¢on/- Boo/- the three highly TIB urged the 1200/ -set USD 75.00
28, | e grreITeT T g A a | saG2sob 3. 2o0f- Aon)- publicised incidents are government to hold the dl | AeroCondenser Fin Tubes Tk. 1000,00/-set Or, USD T 2,30,000.00 | 75 days
= R s . 1200/ -set O, USD 2000, 00
’Eq TRIETTE BT S T2iml A0 [ - - N b
:‘:' o T;q T _;; i aq;'fr : ::;E_i:g ;1§ZEJ:' g:z:: th ISOlat?d’ t%ley d are  high-level power abl'lse ) | Spares for Reforming Unit RR Gas Online Hygrometer Tk. 1000.00/-set Or, USD Tk 20,000.000r, | 75 days
b, | A e [GEREILY 006/- i symptomatic  of €ep-  accountable by following 1200/-set USD 260.00
Pz =i () (T SRS TE S P e T A g Sl A T 9 e Sl O seated institutionalised  due process and to release a R | Sparesior Topping/Reforming/ ABP Plant L 10001.203'.5:;4320:, s “'lffﬁuffﬁu;&' 75 dpps
g 3 . . =5
() g st wefien afnas e o rot Wva est Tu wifsoems et sred e FOI‘I’up.UOl’l and_ represe”nt whitepaper on corruption. o Mallapak & Calming Packing For Colmn-1101 & 1000.00/-set Or USD T 18000000 | 75deve
just a tip of the iceberg. Additionally, consistent 1200/-set Or, USD 1550,00
He said iU’s also clear with the ruling party’s PURCHASER DETAILS
hility . . 15 Name of official inviting tender Md Zahad jamal
%I—Dw tha[ the reSpOnSlb]ll[) fOr eleCthn manlfeStO’ TIB X0 Designation of officlal Inviting tender Manager (Foreign Purchase)
IR m e ﬁﬁ"ﬂﬂ these crumes extend be)”OIld CallS fOF the establishment 21 Address of eMficial inviting tender Eastern Refinery Limited, North Patenga, Chattogram-4204, Bangladesh
ot anous :b-é':}e those directly involved. of short, medium-, and 22 | Contact details of official inviting tender Telephane: BB0-2333301261-67, Ext 381
- ! L Fan: BB0-2333301269, Website: waw.erl govbd
sfferet etra Therefore,  unless the: - long term  strategies and Email; manageriper| com bi, officerfp@erl com b, md-office @erl.com b
& direct perpetrators along roadfmap to ensure gOOd 23 a) The Purchaser reserves the right to reject all tenders ar annul the Tender proceedings. ;
e With those Wh() aid' abet’ governance and preven[ b) it s not possible to receive/open the tender on the scheduled date for any unavoidable circumstances, the same willbe |
GD-87) JE"-'J 289vrbrofoy =o3B9rrodobra recelved/opened on the next working day at the same time and same venue, =




