CITY

DHAKA MONDAY MAY 27,2024
JAISHTHA 13, 1431 BS

The Baily Star

Country imported
no rice in
FY 2023-24

Directorate General
of Food tells JS body

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Directorate General of Food yesterday
informed that no rice was imported in the
2023-2024 fiscal year, which happened for
the first time in many years.

It disclosed the information at a
meeting of the parliamentary standing
committee on food ministry, held at Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban.

Directorate General of Food imports
rice and wheat through international
tenders or G2G basis, and in the fiscal
year, no rice has been imported at the
government or private level, it said.

The country’s rice production has met
the demand for rice in the local market.
However, wheat was imported following
due process, it also informed.

Mentionable, around 10 lakh tonnes of
rice was imported in the 2022-23 fiscal year.

The meeting was also told that plans
have been adopted to discourage food
waste through the Bangladesh Food Safety
Authority. It was also recommended in
the meeting to conduct public awareness
activities for preventing food wastage.

Government
for protecting
journos: Quader

BSS, Dhaka

The government remains alert so that no
journalists face any harassment, said Road
Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul
Quader yesterday.

Quader, also Awami League general
secretary, said this while addressing the
founding anniversary programme of the
Dhaka Reporters’ Unity on the premises of
DRU at Segunbagicha in Dhaka.

Quader also urged the journalists to
remain alert so that no one can undermine
their noble profession by practicing bad-
journalism. “Many people, who don’t know
journalism, enter government offices
[in the name of reporting]. They are not
journalists. Everyone should remain alert
about such fake journalists,” he said.

He also said the AL government never
opposes criticism.

DRU president Syed Shukur Ali Shuvo
chaired the programme, conducted by its
general secretary Mohiuddin.

Jatiyo Party Chairman GM Quader and
AL Joint General Secretary AFM Bahauddin
Nasim, among others, spoke on the occasion.

These motorcyclists ride on the Barishal-Dhaka highway without wearing helmets. Such actions increase the risk of fatalities

in case of accidents. The photo was taken recently.

TEKNAF COUNCILLOR AKRAMUL KILLING
6yrs on, family
awaits justice

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

happened afterwards,” she said over the phone.

It has been six years since the murder of Teknaf
municipality councillor Akramul Haque in a
“gunfight” with the Rapid Action Battalion,
but his family’s quest for justice remains

agonisingly unfulfilled.

The investigation into his murder
appears (o be moving at a snail's -

pace.

Meanwhile,
continues to grapple with a
sense of vulnerability as they

his

/

family

have received warnings against

speaking to the media. \
“After my husband was Kkilled,

our [amily went through much

harassment as we talked to the media

and wanted to file a case,” Ayesha Begum,

the widow of Akram, told The Daily Star yesterday.
She said two influential ministers called her

when she wanted justice and to meet with the

prime minister. “Both the ministers asked me

not to talk to the media and assured me that

they were looking into my demand... but nothing
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“Nobody inquires how I am struggling to
run my family and manage the educational
expenses of my two daughters,” she said.

Akram, a three-time councillor, an Awami
League member and former Teknal Jubo

~~___ League president, was Kkilled in a

“ounfight” with the Rab members
at Noakhalipara on Teknaf Marine
Drive Road in Cox’s Bazar on the
night of May 26 in 2018 during a
nationwide anti-narcotics drive.
At a press conference in
Cox’s Bazar on May 31 of that
year, Ayesha termed it a planned
killing and demanded a judicial
probe into the incident.
She gave reporters audio clips of
chilling conversations recorded on her
cellphone during the “crossfire”.
In one of the records, the sound of pulling
back the hammer of a gun was heard. Then a
gunshot rang out. What followed next was the

groaning of a man.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

‘PLAN FOR NEW STATFE
Christians worry
over PM statement

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The Christian community has expressed surprise
and worries over a statement by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina that there is a plot to carve out a
Christian state like East Timor taking parts from
Bangladesh and Myanmar.

“In today’s globalised and secularised world, for
any state to be called a ‘Christian State’ is absurd,”
according (o a joint statement signed by Bejoy N
D’Cruze, archbishop of Dhaka and president of
the Catholic Bishops, Conference of Bangladesh
and the United Forum of Churches in Bangladesh
yesterday.

According to local media, Prime Minister Sheik
Hasina on May 23 said, “Like Fast Timor ... they
will carve out a Christian country taking parts of
Bangladesh [Chattogram| and Myanmar with a base
in the Bay of Bengal.”

She made the comment while addressing a
meeting of the ruling Awami League-led 14-party
alliance at the Gono Bhaban.

Archbishop D’ Cruze said they support the efforts
to safeguard the sovereignty of Bangladesh and pray
that this continues.

He said the Christian community recognises
the untiring and constant effort of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to try to safeguard the sovereignty,
freedom and the development of the country.

However, he also said some opportunists may

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8

BFAA SECRETARY POST
Dipjol moves SC
over HC injunction

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A petition was filed with the Supreme Court yesterday
seeking a stay on a High Court order that issued an
injunction restraining Monwar Hossain Dipjol from
performing as general secretary of the Bangladesh
Film Artistes Association (BFAA) for six months.

Dipjol submitted the petition through his
lawyer AK Khan Uzzal saying that there is no valid
allegation against him of committing irregularities
in the BFAA election.

On May 20, the HC issued an injunction
restraining Dipjol from performing as general
secretary of the BFAA for the next six months.

The HC ordered the registration authority under
the social welfare ministry to conduct an enquiry
into the allegations of irregularities and vote rigging
in the election held on April 19.

Two influential
ministers asked me
not to talk to the
media and assured
me that they were

lo

nothing happened
alterwards. Nobody
inquires how I

am struggling

to

the educational
expenses of my two

PHOTO: TITU DAS

oking into my
demand... but

run my family
and manage

daughters.

AYESHA BEGUM
Akram’s widow

Police impersonator
held in Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rab yesterday arrested a police impersonator with
a uniform, jacket, walkie-talkie, toy pistol, and
other equipment from Dhaka’s Dakshin Khan.

The arrestee is Mahmudul Hasan Munna alias
Mansoor, 45, reports our Gazipur correspondent.

Acting on a tip-off, a team of Rab-1 arrested
Mahmudul from Dhaka’s Nandapara Dakshinpara
around noon yesterday, said  Assistant
Superintendent of Police Md Mahfuzur Rahman,
also assistant director of Rab-1.

PURBACHAL PROJECT
Remove unauthorised
housing companies’
signboards: HC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday ordered the government
toremove the signboards of unauthorised housing
companies around Purbachal government projects
in Narayanganj and Gazipur in two months.

Thedeputy commissionersand superintendents
of police of Narayanganj and Gazipur have been
ordered to take steps to remove the signboards
and submit reports after complying with the
directives to the HC by July 29.

Demotion of DU

teacher Samia
Rahman ‘illegal’: SC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday upheld a High
Court verdict that declared the decision of Dhaka
University authorities to demote faculty member
Samia Rahman on charges of plagiarism “illegal”.

A four-member bench of the Appellate Division
headed by Justice M Enayetur Rahim dismissed
an appeal filed by the DU authorities, challenging
the HC judgement.

The SC said the appeal has become “infructuous
(ineffective)” as Samia has already been retired.
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Eastern

Refinery Limited

(A Subsidiary of Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation)
North Patenga, Chattogram-4204

Bangladesh

Invitation for International Tender

ERL hereby irvites offers from reputed Suppliers/Manufacturers/Agents/Distributors for the supply of the following goods in accordance
welth the terms & conditions set out hereafter,

Ministry/Division

Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources/Energy and Mineral
Resources Division

2 ARETCY Bangladesh Patroleum Cosporation
3 Purchaser name Eastern Refinery Limited

a Purchaser district Chattogram

5 Invitation for Goods

]

Reference number

a) ERL/PLR/IT-34/2024(RT)
b} ERL/PURAT-35/2024(RT)
c) ERL/PUR/IT-36/2024
d) ERL/PUR/IT-37/2024
&) ERL/PUR/IT-38/2024
f) ERL/PUR/IT-38/2024
i} ERL/PURIT-40,/2024

7

Date

23 May, 2034

KEY INFORMATION

B [ Procurement methiod

Internaticnal Open Tendering Method

FUNDING INFORMATION

9

Budget and source of funds

Eastern Refinery Limited {Dwn Fund)

PARTICLILAR INFORMATION

10

Tender document last selling date

[a} (b) 23 June, 2024, 16.00 Hrs

[eh d), (), 19), {g), 03 July, 2024, 16:00 Hrs
11 Tender closing date and tme La] {b) 24 June, F)24, 11.15 Hrs

[c), {d), (e}, i), ig), 04 July, 2024, 11:15 Hrs
12 Tender opening date and Bime [a) {b) 24 June, 3024, 11.30 Hrs

[}, ab, (], (1], (), O4 July, 2024, 11:30 Hrs
13 Offer validity 120 days (from the date of tender opening)
MAME & ADDRESS OF THE OFFICES)

14

Tender document selling address

) Accounts Department, Eastern Refinery Limited, MNorth Patenga,
Chattogram-4 204, Bangladesh. Phone: B8-02-333301261-7,
i) ERL Lisison Office, YMCA Bhaban, Ind Floor, 1/1, Ploneer Road, Kakrall,
Dhaka-1000, Dansludu:.h. Phone: BED-2-83915990, 8391931,

Tender recelving address

Purchase Department, Eastern Refinery Umied, MNorth Patenga,
Chattogram-4204, Bangladesh,

Tender opening address

Purchase Department, Eastern Refinery Umited, MNorth Patenga,
Chaticgram-4204, Bangladesh,

17

Eligibility of tendarer

| As per Tender Data Sheat

18

Brief description of goods

Mama Price of tender document Tender sacurity | Shipment
{non-refundable) validity
al ‘Watt Hour and EVAR Mater Tk. 1000,00/-sat Or, USD Tk 15,000,000 0r, | 75 days
12005t LIS 120.00
bl Different Electric Motors T. 1000.00/-set Or, USD Tk 1,70,000.00 75 days
1200/ -set Or, USD 1,400.00
cl ‘arlous Exchangers and Metal Gaskets Th. 1000.00/-set Or, USD Th 10, 000,00 Or, 75 days
12004 -set SO 75.00
dj Aero Condenser Fin Tubes Th. 1000.00/-sat Or, USD Th 2,30,000.00 75 days
1200/ -set O, USD 200,00
el Spares for Reforming Unit RR Gas Online Hygrometer TE. 100000/ -sat O, USD The 20, 000,00 Or, 75 days
1200/-set USD 260.00
fi Spares for Topping/Reforming, ABP Plant TE. 1000.00/-set O, USD Tk 6500000 Or, | 7S days
1200/ -set LISD 540,00
] Mellapak & Calming Packing For Column-1101 The. 1000.00/-3et Or, USD Tk, 1,80,000.00 75 days
1200/-sat O, USD 1550.00

PURCHASER DETAILS

15

Name of official inviting tender

Md Zahed lamal

0

Designation of officlal Inviting tender

Manager (Foregn Purchase)

21

Address of oificial inviting tender

Eastern Refinery Limited, North Patenga, Chattogram-4204, Bangladesh

Fr

Contact details of official imviting tender

Telephone: BE0-2333301261-67, Ext 381
Fa; BBO-2333301 269, Website: www.erl gov bd
Email: managerfper com. bd, officedfp@erl.com bd, md-office@er|.com. bd

23

a) The Purchaser reserves the right to reject all tenders or annul the Tender procesdings,
b it i not passible to receive fopen the tender on the scheduled date for any unavoidable circumatances, the same will be

lrczlud..'nprned on the next wntkmgdrr'- at the same fime and same venue,

G- B




