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6yrs on, family awaits
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The Rab then claimed 
that Akram was killed in 
a “gunfight” between the 
elite force and drug dealers. 
It said Ayesha’s allegations 
and statement were 
“completely untrue”.

Arafat Islam, director at 
Rab legal and media wing, 
on Saturday said, “The 
incident was investigated 
as per the law, but I am not 
aware of the findings as I 
was not in Rab at that time.”

Generally, an executive 
magistrate posted in Rab 
on deputation carries 
out an inquiry whenever 
any incident of firing 
takes place, said a former 
senior Rab officer, wishing 
anonymity.

Neither Rab nor any 
other authorities ever 
disclosed any investigation 
findings or whether any 
action was taken against 
Rab members over the 
incident.

On December 10, 2021, 
the United States imposed 

sanctions on Rab and its 
seven current and former 
top officials, including 
the then IGP Benazir 
Ahmed and former Rab-7 
Commanding Officer Lt 
Col Miftah Uddin Ahmed, 
for “serious human rights 
abuses”.

The State Department, 
in a release, then 
specifically mentioned the 
extra-judicial killing of 
Akram.

On July 21, 2022, the 
National Human Rights 
Commission asked the 
senior secretary of the 
home ministry’s public 
security division to send a 
report after investigating 
the incident and the 
allegation of not registering 
a case by any agency other 
than Rab.

But the commission 
has yet to receive any 
report, though the NHRC 
chairman wrote 12 times 
to the senior secretary in 
this regard, said an NHRC 
official.

Unseen and
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economy, and 
acknowledging its 
significance in society, she 
added.

Dr Hossain Zillur 
Rahman, former adviser to 
the caretaker government 
and executive chairman 
of PPRC, emphasised the 
necessity of altering social 
norms, promoting a sense 
of social responsibility, 
and addressing toxic 
masculinity.

Such efforts require 
implementing additional 
policies and budgetary 
steps, he added.

“We need investment 
in childcare support in 
workplaces, maternal 
health, and to prevent child 
marriage and much more,” 
he also said.

Speaking as chief guest, 
State Minister for Finance 
Waseqa Ayesha Khan, said 
disregarding women’s 
unpaid care work is a global 
problem. 

“There is no reason 
to exclude women’s 
household and care work 
from GDP. We are trying to 
include unpaid care work 
in the budget. Because 
without care economy, 
the economy of smart 

Bangladesh will not be 
smart,” she said. 

She also emphasised 
recognising the work of 
domestic workers, as it is 
not easy to work outside 
the house without their 
help.

Referring to the prime 
minister’s directive to 
include women’s unpaid 
care and domestic work 
in GDP, MJF Executive 
Director Shaheen Anam 
said, “A CPD study has 
shown that the value of 
unpaid work is three times 
higher than the paid work 
of women.”

“Even if women are 
paid for their work, 80 
percent of them work in 
the informal sector, where 
their salary is not secured,” 
she said. “Now is the time 
to economically recognise 
women’s unpaid work 
through a satellite system 
of accounts,” she added.

UN Women 
Representative to 
Bangladesh, Gitanjali 
Singh, believes the 
recognition process 
has to be a collective 
approach. Partnerships 
are fundamental and 
collaboration is the key 
here, she added.
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6,727 acres
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According to the sources, 
the parliamentary 
committee asked for 
information regarding the 
railway land.

Railways placed the 
report in this respect, 
stating that the overall land 
area they own is little more 
than 61,821 acres, and of 
that, 30,286 acres are being 
used for railway work.

So far, 8,468 acres of land 
have been recovered from 
illegal occupants, said the 
report, adding that 14,719 
acres have been allocated 
for different purposes.

Meanwhile, the JS 
body also recommended 
imposing financial 
penalties and punitive 
actions against shohoz.
com, the railway e-ticketing 
service provider, for not 
fulfilling the conditions.

It recommended 
cancelling the contract 
with Shohoz if it failed to 
fulfil certain conditions 
of the contract within the 
next two months.

‘It may collapse any time’
Bridge over Ratnai river remains dilapidated for 4 years

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

The 50-metre bridge over the 
Ratnai River between Marichbari 
and Kalirhat on the Bhelabari-
Durgapur road in Aditmari 
upazila, Lalmonirhat, has been in a 
dilapidated state for four years.

The railings of the bridge are 
damaged and the pillars cracked. 
As there is no alternative road, 
locals are constantly crossing this 
bridge risking their lives.

No heavy vehicles can cross 
this bridge, which has left local 
traders facing a challenge when 
transporting their goods.

Badsha Mia, a businessman from 
Kalirhat area, said, “No trucker 
wants to transport goods over the 
broken bridge. Because of this, we 
have to transport goods in light 
vehicles at higher costs. We have 
been demanding a new bridge for 
the last four years, but we are not 
seeing any results,” he said.

Sirajul Islam, a van driver of 
Marichbari area, said, “When I get 
on the bridge with a van full of 

goods, I feel very nervous. It could 
collapse at any moment.”

Nur Mohammad, a farmer of 
Sethibari village, said, “Moving on 
the bridge with even a bicycle feels 
risky nowadays. The railings and 
pillars are damaged.”

Chairman of Bhelabari Union 
Parishad Mohammad Ali said 
several applications were sent 
to the LGED authorities for the 
construction of a new bridge, but 
no action has been taken so far.

Chairman of Durgapur Union 
Parishad, Asaduzzaman Nannu said 

people of his union have suffered the 
most due to the dilapidated condition 
of the bridge. LGED authorities have 
inspected the bridge several times 
and promised to build a new one.

Aditmari Upazila Engineer Ali 
Hossain said that under LGED’s 
“Supporting Bridge Project”, 
a proposal has been made to 
construct a 50-metre bridge over 
the Ratnai river on the Bhelabari-
Durgapur road on May 14. The 
construction of the bridge will be 
implemented if the approval and 
allocation of funds is received.

Begum Firoz 
Haider passes 
away
CITY DESK

Begum Firoz 
Haider, the 
y o u n g e s t 
niece of 
H u s s e i n 
Shaheed Suhrawardy and 
wife of freedom fighter and 
former lawmaker late Syed 
Haider Ally, passed away on 
Saturday evening. She was 
86, said a press release.

She left behind two sons, 
a daughter, grandsons, 
granddaughters, and a 
host of well-wishers. Syed 
Shahed Reza, secretary 
general of Bangladesh 
Olympic Association, is her 
son-in-law.

She was buried at Mirpur 
Martyred Intellectuals’ 
Graveyard yesterday after 
a namaz-e-janaza held at 
Gulshan Azad Mosque. 

Her family members 
have requested all to pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul.

Justice 
Anwarul Haque 
no more
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

J u s t i c e 
Mohammad 
A n w a r u l 
H a q u e , 
a retired 
judge of the 
S u p r e m e 
Court’s Appellate 
Division, passed away at 
Square Hospital in Dhaka 
yesterday. 

He was 77.
Chief Justice Obaidul 

Hassan, Law Minister 
Anisul Huq and Law 
Secretary Md Golam 
Sarwar expressed deep 
shock at his death.

In separate messages, 
they prayed for eternal 
peace and salvation of 
his departed soul and 
conveyed sympathy to the 
bereaved family.

His namaz-e-janaza was 
held at Supreme Court 
Inner Garden after the 
Zohr prayers yesterday.
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Yunus accused
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worth crores of taka 
for printing materials 
at higher rates without 
inviting any competitive 
bid, Pradip Kumar Saha, 
deputy managing director 
of Grameen Bank, told 
reporters.

He spoke to the media 
after lodging the complaint 
with the anti-corruption 
watchdog. The copy of the 
complaint was not available 
immediately.

In a press release, 
signed by Nur Mohammad, 
managing director of the 
microcredit institution, 
Grameen Bank said 
Yunus allegedly extended 
unlawful benefits on 
multiple occasions to 
Packages Corporation.

It alleged that Yunus 
formed the price-setting 
committee himself and 

without the consent of the 
board. It claimed that he 
breached Grameen Bank’s 
procurement policy as 
well.

He was also accused 
of violating the Grameen 
Bank Ordinance 1983 by 
keeping the board in the 
dark and entering into a 
managing agent agreement 
with the firm.

Yunus, his father Md 
Dula Mia Soudagar, and 
brothers Abdus Salam and 
Muhammad Ibrahim are 
the directors of Packages 
Corporation, according 
to a document shared 
by Grameen Bank’s legal 
adviser.

Despite repeated 
attempts, Yunus Centre, 
the office of the Nobel 
Laureate, could not be 
contacted for comments.


