
CITY  
Man killed, 
brother hurt 
in knife attack
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A man was stabbed to 
death and his brother was 
injured in an attack by an 
assailant at their house in 
the capital’s Shahinbagh 
area early yesterday.

The deceased was 
identified as Oliullah Roni, 
29. 

The victim’s elder 
brother, Rafiq Mia, 31, was 
injured while he was trying 
to save Roni, according to 
police.

He said one Morshed, 
38, who was known to the 
brothers, went to their tin-
shed house on Shahinbagh 
Mosque street and attacked 
Roni with a knife around 
2:30am.

When Rafiq tried to 
intervene, Morshed also 
attacked him fleeing the 
scene, said Sub-Inspector 
Yunus Ali Faraji of Tejgaon 
Police Station. 

Both the brothers were 
taken to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital around 
3:30am where doctors 
declared Roni “brought 
dead”, said the SI Faraji.

He said drug-related 
dispute might have led to 
the murder. 

They are investigation 
the incident, said the police 
official.

Roni’s body has been 
sent to the Dhaka Medical 
College morgue for 
autopsy.
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Spectre of another 
exodus looms

Over 100 families at risk as Jamuna erosion worsens in Pabna
AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, 
Pabna

A decade ago, an entire village in 
Natun Varenga union under Pabna’s 
Bera upazila went underneath the 
Jamuna river. 

Displaced and homeless, the 
villagers sought refuge near the 
Mujib Bandh, a flood protection 
embankment. Roughly a kilometer 
away from the water’s edge, they 
began anew. 

Brick by brick, they rebuilt their 
lives, resurrecting their village 
from the ashes. They named the 
settlement Moricha -- after the name 
of the village that was swept away. 

However, after a decade later, 
the community is under the threat 

of losing everything to the river yet 
again.

The spectre of another exodus 
looms large, shattering the fragile 
peace they’ve managed to establish.

Over the last couple of weeks, 
erosion has taken a severe turn, 
devouring the banks just ahead of 
the monsoon. Locals fear the erosion 
may turn worse in the monsoon.

“The present situation brings back 
horrors from a decade back, when I 
lost all my lands and homestead to 
the river, when it engulfed Moricha 
village entirely,” said Md Lutfor 
Rahman.

Md Alamgir Hossain from Leulai 
Ghat area, said, “As water level of 
Jamuna has swelled up in the last 
two weeks, it started devouring vast 

swathes of croplands in Moricha 
(new) and Leulai villages on the river 
banks. At least one kilometre stretch 
of the river bank has already been 
eroded.”

Md Abu Daud, chairman of Natun 
Varenga union parishad, said, “Over 
a hundred families, as well as Leulai 
graveyard and other establishments 
are under threat.”

“We have already informed 
Bangladesh Water Development 
Board,” he added.

Contacted, Amitav Chowdhury, 
executive engineer of BWDB in 
Bera upazila, said experts have 
already visited the affected areas. 
“Preparation is on to launch 
protection work in the affected areas 
soon,” he added.
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Put pressure on India 
to ensure water flow 

in the dry season
Speakers urge government

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh’s geophysical condition 
is now critical due to the unilateral 
withdrawal of water from over a hundred 
shared rivers by a neighbouring country, 
speakers said at a discussion yesterday.

The government must put immediate 
pressure on the neighbouring country to 
ensure water flow during the dry season, 
speakers also said.

They were addressing 
a discussion titled 
“Uniform River Water 
Distribution: Perspective 
Padma Teesta.”

The Workers’ Party 
organised the event at 
the Dhaka Reporters 
Unity in the capital.

Author Mahbub 
Siddiqi said the Ganges 
Treaty of 1996 will expire 
in 2026. Unless it is 
renewed, there will be no 
negotiated arrangement 
for Ganges water sharing 
or agreed basis for negotiations on other 
rivers in the post-2026 period. So it must 
be reviewed by a powerful committee.

There must be a guarantee clause in 
the renewed treaty like 1977, he added.

Mahbub also pointed out 
discrepancies in the number of shared 
rivers between Bangladesh and India, 
stressing the need for expert intervention 
to prepare an accurate list and notify 
India accordingly.

Additionally, he called for 
compensation from India for the 
economic losses Bangladesh has 
suffered since 1975 due to the Farakka 
Barrage.

He said bilateral discussions alone 
cannot resolve water issues and 
advocated for the formation of a 
regional water forum or commission 
under the supervision of international 

organisations.
Nazrul Islam Hakkani, 

president of Teesta Bachao, 
Nodi Bachao Sangram 
Parishad, voiced concerns 
about the Teesta’s plight, 
stressing the urgency of 
addressing water-sharing 
treaties and implementing 
comprehensive water and 
river system management.

He said, “We cannot 
solely rely on domestic 
initiatives for Teesta 
management. We need 
a dual approach in this 

regard.”
Rashed Khan Menon talked about 

the prolonged discussions between 
Bangladesh and India regarding the 
Teesta water-sharing treaty and urged 
caution to safeguard Bangladesh’s 
interests.

Journalist and water activist Sheikh 
Rokon also shared insights during the 
programme.

Workers’ Party General Secretary Fazle 
Hossain Badsha was also present.
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