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Though less recognized than banks, Non-Bank Financial 
Institutions (NBFIs) have played a crucial role in shaping 
Bangladesh’s economic landscape, acting as essential sources 
of lending and borrowing for the past four decades.

The approval of the first NBFI by the Bangladesh 
government in 1981 marked the beginning of a new era 
aimed at bridging the country’s financial backwardness. 
Over time, a notable proliferation of NBFIs has occurred, 
collectively contributing to 
the sustainability of 
Bangladesh’s economic 
growth. 
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