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No shortage 
of rice in 
country
Says agri minister

BSS, Dhaka

Agriculture Minister 
M Abdus Shahid has 
said the country has 
no shortage of rice as 
its entire rice demand 
is now being met by 
internal production.

“The country’s 
rice production has 
increased more than 
fourfold in the last 50 
years,” said Shahid while 
addressing a ministerial 
session titled, “Paddies 
for the Planet and 
People”, at the ongoing 
10th World Water Forum 
held in Bali, Indonesia 
on Monday.
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APU MURDER

Verdict on 
June 4
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court will 
deliver a verdict on June 4 
regarding appeals in A-level 
student Ashikur Rahman 
Khan Apu murder case.

Apu was shot dead and 
his two brothers Arifur 
Rahman Khan Setu and 
Atikur Rahman Khan Bappy 
were injured in a gun attack 
in front of their house at 
Wari on May 23, 2008.

Yesterday, a four-
member bench of the 
Appellate Division headed 
by Chief Justice Obaidul 
Hassan fixed the date after 
concluding a hearing on 
the appeals.

At a stage of the 
hearing, the chief justice 
commented that the crime 
control system should be 
developed as the nature of 
crimes in society has been 
changed. A total of four 
appeals have been filed with 
the Appellate Division in 
connection with the case.

Constable 
sued for 
amassing 
illegal wealth
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Rajshahi

The Anti-Corruption 
Commission of Rajshahi 
yesterday sued a police 
constable for amassing 
illegal wealth worth over 
Tk 62 lakh.

Md Mehedi Hasan, 
36, is attached to the 
office of Natore district’s 
superintendent of 
police.

ACC Assistant 
Director Md Amir 
Hossain filed the case 
with its coordinated 
office in Rajshahi.

Mehedi was found to 
have amassed wealth 
worth Tk 96,84,094 
between 2004 and 
2023, of which he 
earned Tk 62,09,030 
through illegal means, 
ACC investigation finds.

Moreover, when asked 
by ACC, he submitted 
his wealth statements 
and documents using 
48 non-judicial stamps, 
which were found 
counterfeited.

In those documents, 
he stated that he 
received Tk 18 lakh by 
mortgaging his land 
properties to eight 
people and taking loans 
of Tk 33 lakh from 
eight other individuals, 
according to ACC.

2 years on, water plant 
still not functional

Habiganj residents grapple with water crisis amid heatwave

MINTU DESHWARA

A groundwater treatment and 
supply project costing nearly Tk 
10 crore in Habiganj has been non-
operational for two years since 
completion, while residents of the 
municipality grapple with an acute 
water crisis amid the ongoing hot 
spell.

The municipality can only 
supply half the water needed by the 
townspeople, and many tube wells 
are now dry due to low groundwater 
levels. The newly constructed plant 
could have been a godsend for locals 
if it was operational.

Lack of power connection and 
equipment theft are behind the 

delay, according to municipal 
sources.

The Department of Public Health 
Engineering constructed the plant 
at a cost of Tk 9,29,19,000 between 
June 15, 2015 and June 30, 2022 in 
Shmashana Ghat area of Habiganj 
municipality, to supply water to 37 
areas in the town.

However, the Power Development 
Board was reluctant to provide 
connections without pre-paid 
meters while the municipal 
authorities demanded post-paid 
ones.

After a year-long tug of war 
with numerous letters being 
exchanged to this end, the 
municipal authorities finally 
agreed on pre-paid meters. 
However, things stalled further 
as the plant’s motor, cables and 
other equipment worth around 
Tk 20-22 lakh was stolen.

Meanwhile, LGRD Minister Tazul 

Islam inaugurated the plant on 
November 11 last year ahead of the 
12th national polls.

However, the Department of 
Public Health Engineering is yet 
to hand over the plant to the 
municipality authorities.

At present, the municipality 
supplies 1.94 lakh gallons of water 
daily to 2,300 residential and 
commercial establishments in the 
town through a 56-km pipeline 
from its two operational water 
treatment plants in Kalibari and 
Babystand areas.

This only meets around 50 
percent of the total demand for 
water in the municipality.

If the new plant was operational, 
it would have enabled the 
municipality to meet 80 percent 
of the water demand, municipal 
officials said.

Customers complained that 
around 25 percent of them do not 
get water supply to their houses 
through the existing pipeline.

“We have been paying the bills 
monthly despite not getting any 
water. We fear that the supply line 
will get disconnected, which will 
add to more hassles. However, the 
water crisis amid this heat wave has 
been unbearable,” said Sadek Mia, a 
resident of Habiganj town.

Mifta Mia, another resident, said, 
“Many people are largely dependent 
on tube wells to collect water as the 
town water supply is unavailable 
in many areas. However, the tube 
wells often cannot fetch water as the 
groundwater has depleted.”

Contacted, Abdul Kaddus 
Shamim, assistant engineer at 
Water Supply Department of 
Habiganj municipality, said they 
are still unsure when the plant will 
become operational.

Tahmina Tanvin, executive 
engineer of the Department of 
Public Health and Engineering 
in Habiganj, said, “We have 
asked the contractor to install 
electricity connections and meters 
immediately.”

“We will also check whether there 
is any damage to the pipelines due 
to the ongoing development works 
of various roads and drains in the 
municipality. If everything works 
fine, we will hand over the plant to 
the municipality.”

Manjur Murshed, executive 
engineer of BPDB’s Habiganj office, 
said, “The plant’s power connections 
will be installed soon.”

Ataur Rahman, mayor of 
Habiganj municipality, expressed 
hope that the plant will come into 
operation soon.

Customers complained 
that around 25 percent 

of them do not get 
water supply to their 

houses through the 
existing pipeline.

21 more 
dengue 
patients 
hospitalised
UNB, Dhaka

Twenty-one more people 
were hospitalised with 
dengue in 24 hours till 
yesterday.

Of the new patients, six 
were admitted to hospitals 
in Dhaka, according to 
the Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS).

Currently, 134 patients 
are receiving treatment at 
several hospitals across the 
country.

So far, 2,676 dengue 
cases have been reported 
since January 1, 2024, said 
DGHS.

Police foil 
Ganosamhati’s 
bid to besiege 
central bank
UNB, Dhaka

Police foiled the attempt of the leaders and activists 
of Ganosamhati Andolon to besiege Bangladesh 
Bank in Dhaka’s Motijheel area yesterday.

As part of their scheduled programme, the 
leaders and activists of the party led by its chief 
coordinator Zonayed Saki, marched towards 
Bangladesh Bank around 11:00am yesterday to lay 
siege to it, demanding the government to publish 
the list of loan defaulters and money launderers. 

When they reached the Shapla Chattar area, a 
police team obstructed them, said Golam Rahman, 
assistant commissioner (Motijheel Zone) of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police. 

Being obstructed, they later held a brief rally in 
front of Shapla Chattar’s foot overbridge and then 
left the place. 
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