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Form 10th wage 
board soon: BFUJ
BSS, Dhaka

Leaders of Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists 
yesterday demanded the formation of the 10th wage 
board immediately.

They placed the demand before the Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry in a meeting held at  Jatiya Press 
Club.

BFUJ President and Chief News Editor of Bangladesh 
Sangbad Sangstha Omar Faruque chaired the meeting, 
said a press release. 

Speakers recalled that the prime minister gave 
instructions to form the 10th wage board during a 
BFUJ conference held on November 2, 2023, at JPC.

Awami League, in its election manifesto-2024, also 
pledged to form the wage board soon, they said, adding 
that the directive is yet to be implemented.” 

They vowed that they would take to the streets soon 
to realise their demands.

Buses run wild as cops
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intersection by car,” said 
Mehedi Zaman, a resident 
of Senpara Parbata 
adjacent to the Mirpur-10 
intersection.

Surprisingly, Rabbi 
and Riaz, staffers of two 
passenger buses that 
operate on the Pallabi-
Jatrabari route, also 
blamed the unruly bus 
drivers.

Drivers block the road 
to pick up passengers, 
causing constant tailbacks 
in all directions, they 
said. Despite traffic 
police presence, officials 
ignore these violations for 
“unknown reasons”, they 
added.

Mehedi Zaman and 
Abdullah Al Mamun, 
residents of the Senpara 
area, echoed them.

During a visit to 
Mirpur-10 intersection, 
this correspondent found 
the busy intersection 
gridlock-free around 
2:00pm yesterday. No 
buses were allowed to stop 
at the entry or exit points 
of the intersection.

The reason for this 
became clear a few 
minutes later when Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner Habibur 

Rahman passed through 
the roundabout in his 
official vehicle.

Traffic Inspector Bimol 
Saha, however, denied 
taking special measures for 
the jam-free road on that 
occasion.

He also denied the 
allegations that on-duty 
traffic officials are not 
doing enough.

Asked about random 
bus parking in front of 
the Mirpur BRTA, he said 
they regularly take action 
against those who park 
vehicles there.

Explaining the constant 
gridlock, he said thousands 
of commuters come 
to Mirpur-10 to catch 
buses and to avail metro 
rail service. Buses of 21 
routes pass through the 
intersection.

Moreover, there is no 
active bus bay for picking 
up and dropping off 
passengers. Jaywalking and 
operation of rickshaws in 
the area also contribute to 
the gridlock, he added.

Locals also said they 
faced less congestion when 
the busy intersection was 
off-limits to rickshaws and 
rickshaw vans.

Mohammad Sagar, 
a driver of a bus that 
plies on the Pallabi-
Motijheel route, refuted 
the allegation against bus 
drivers, claiming that they 
stop buses at the side of 
footpaths.

Instead, he blamed 
the congestion on 
pedestrians.

“Thousands of people 
cross the busy road on 
foot despite using the over 
bridge, making it difficult 
for vehicles to cross the 
intersection,” he said.

Md Jashim Uddin, 
deputy commissioner 
(Traffic) of Mirpur Division, 
however, blamed everyone 
except themselves for the 
gridlock.

“When buses, CNG, 
rickshaws and other 
vehicles get a chance, 
they block the exit points 
causing the traffic jam,” he 
said. 

“The situation has 
improved recently. We are 
taking measures,” he told 
The Daily Star.

BR to buy 200
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project approval. Given the 
36-month contract period, 
the project deadline of 
June 2026 is likely to be 
extended.

Zaidul Islam blamed the 
delay in appointing a project 
director, consultants and 
getting approval from 
the European Investment 
Bank, which will provide Tk 
1,331.19 crore as soft loan.

The Dhaka-Jashore rail 
line via the Padma Bridge 
is going to open in July, 
but BR may not be able to 
reap the full benefit of the 
expensive project soon, 
mainly due to shortages of 
manpower and carriages.

Speaking at the 
programme, BR Director 
General Sardar Shahadat 
Ali said they have decided 
to operate new trains in the 
southern destinations with 
the new carriages.

Railways Minister Zillul 
Hakim said the 200 carriages 
will give much respite as BR 
has been suffering from a 
carriage crisis.

Currently, BR has a 
total of 621 BG carriages, 
of which 37 percent has 
expired economic life, 
shows BR data.
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Australia 
foreign minister 
arrives today
DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

Australian 
F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t e r 
Penny Wong 
arrives in 
Dhaka on a 
two-day visit 
today to deepen the bilateral 
cooperation, including trade 
and investment, and to find 
practical solutions to shared 
challenges such as climate 
change, regional maritime 
security and smuggling.

This would be the first 
leg of her regional visit 
before Singapore aimed 
at advancing Australia’s 
interests in a peaceful, 
stable and prosperous 
Indian Ocean region.

The visit by Penny Wong 
undertakes the first visit 
to Bangladesh as Australia 
enhances its engagement 
with the Indian Ocean 
region. 

In Dhaka, she would meet 
with Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, Foreign Minister 
Hasan Mahmud and other 
government officials, she 
said in a statement yesterday.  

Australia and Bangladesh 
have significant people-
to-people links, with over 
50,000 people in Australia 
born in Bangladesh. The 
two-way trade now stands 
at around US$ 4 billion. 

Penny Wong will also 
travel to Cox’s Bazar, where 
she will see how Australia’s 
humanitarian assistance 
is delivering practical 
support to displaced 
Rohingya and Bangladeshi 
host communities.

Electric poles in the 
middle of road!

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

In an instance of unplanned 
development work, two electric 
poles are standing in the middle 
of an approach road to a bridge on 
a canal in Char Montaj union of 
Patuakhali’s Rangabali upazila.

The Local Government 
Engineering Department took 
the initiative to construct the 
66-metre bridge on the canal and 
its 350-metre approach roads at 
a cost of Tk 6.5 crore to facilitate 
communication from Char Lakshmi 
and Char Margaret villages to the 
union parishad office, said sources 
at LGED’s Rangabali upazila office.

Although the construction work 
was completed by the contractor 
around six months back, the poles 
of Rural Electrification Board were 
not removed from the road. As 

such, vehicles are plying amid risk.
“During daytime, we can use the 

road without problem. However, at 
night, especially when there is no 
electricity, the poles are not visible 
in the dark and we have to use the 
road amid risk of accidents,” said 
Alauddin, a local easy-bike driver.

“Recently, there was an accident 
due to the electric poles standing in 
the middle of the road when an easy-
bike collided with it,” said Md Nasir 
Uddin, assistant teacher of Char 
Montaj Siddiquia Dakhil Madrasa.

Abu Samsuddin, chairman of 
Char Montaj union parishad, said, 
“The authorities concerned have 
been urged to remove the poles 
from the road.” 

Contacted, Jamal Hossain, 
contractor of the project, said the 
REB office was requested to remove 
the poles before the construction 

work began, but they did not take 
any step to this end.

“Also, there was no allocation for 
removing the poles in the tender, 
so we had to complete the work 
without removing those,” he added.

Md Habibur Rahman, engineer 
of LGED in Rangabali upazila, 
said,“REB’s Bhola office is 
responsible for electricity supply 
and maintenance in Char Montaj 
union. They have been contacted 
and efforts are on to remove the 
electricity poles.” 

Contacted, Md Kawsar Ahmed, 
assistant manager of South Aicha 
REB sub-zonal office in Bhola, said 
he was not aware of the matter.

“Removing the electricity poles 
will take time. Contractors have to 
be appointed through tender. Steps 
will be taken in this regard after 
receiving LGED’s letter,” he added.

This electric pole is located on the middle of an approach road to a bridge on a canal in Char Montaj union of 
Patuakhali’s Rangabali upazila. Despite construction work being completed six months back, the pole is yet to 
be removed. PHOTO: STAR
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in Delhi for authentication. 
This causes a number of 
complications. Adopting 
the convention will relieve 
Bangladeshi students and 
others from this complexity.”
NEW LAW FOR CEC, EC 
SALARIES
The government is also set to 
create a new law determining 
the salaries of the chief 
election commissioner (CEC) 
and election commissioners 
(ECs).

The cabinet has given 
the final approval of the 
draft -- “Chief Election 
Commissioner and Other 
Election Commissioners 
(Remuneration and 
Privileges), Act, 2024”. 

This law is being made 
by amending the existing 
ordinance. The cabinet 
secretary said the CEC 
will receive a salary of Tk 
105,000, and other ECs will 
receive Tk 95,000 each.

According to the 
existing ordinance, the CEC 
receives the same salary 
and benefits as a judge of 
the Appellate Division, 
and the ECs receive the 
same salary and benefits as 
judges of the HC Division.

Mahbub Hossain said in 
the proposed law, instead 
of such provisions, specific 
salaries have been set. They 
will also receive other related 
allowances and benefits 
along with this salary.
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