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INDIA ELECTION
Suspected rebels
kill BJP activist in

J&K

AFP, New Delhi

Suspected rebels shot dead an activist from Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s party in Kashmir, local
authorities said yesterday after the latest violent attack in

the disputed region.

Police named the victim as Aijaz Ahmad, a local leader
of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) who was fired
upon in Shopian district on Saturday evening, days after
the region began voting in India’s six-week national

clections.

The BJP’s local office in Kashmir confirmed yesterday
that Ahmad had died and announced plans to stage a

protest against the attack.

Two Indian tourists visiting the Himalayan territory
were also wounded in a separate attack by suspected
rebels in nearby Anantnag on the same day, police said,
adding that both had been hospitalised.

Security forces had cordoned off the surrounding area
to find those responsible for separate incidents, police said.

Kashmir has been divided between India and Pakistan

since their independence in 1947, with both claiming the

Himalayan territory in full.

Iran hands
down jail
terms (O pop
singer Tataloo

AFP, Tehran

An Iranian court has
sentenced popular singer
and rap artist Amir
Hossein Maghsoudloo,
known as Tataloo, to prison
for disseminating “obscene

content”, state media
reported yesterday.
The underground

musician, 36, had been
living in Istanbul since
2018 before Turkish police
handed him over to Iran in
December of last year. He
has been in detention in
Iran since then.

His  lawyer  Elham
Rahimifar said Tataloo was
handed multiple “short and
long” jail terms, without
elaborating. The sentences
can be appealed, Rahimifar
told state-run newspaper
Jam-e Jam.

Later, the Iranian
judiciary’s Mizan Online
website said Tataloo was
given a three-year sentence
for “blasphemy”. Mizan said
hewas facing other charges,
without elaborating.

in the central Gaza Strip yesterday.

GAZA AID SHORTAGES

Mourners react next to the bodies of Palestinians killed in an Israeli strike, at Al-Agsa hospital in Deir Al-Balah

PHOTO: REUTERS

UN aid chiefl warns of
apocalyptlc consequences

The stranglehold on aid reaching Gaza
threatens an “apocalyptic” outcome, the
UN’s humanitarian chief Martin Grifliths
said yesterday as he warned of famine in the
besieged territory.

“If fuel runs out, aid doesn’t get to the
people where they need it, that famine, which
we have talked about for so long, and which is
looming, will not be looming anymore. It will
be present,” Griffiths said.

“And I think our worry, as citizens of
the international community, is that the
consequence is going to be really, really hard.
Hard, difficult, and apocalyptic,” he told AFP
on the sidelines of meetings with Qatari
officials in Doha.

An Israeli incursion into the southern

Slovak PM’s lite no longer
in danger after shooting

AFP, Bratislava

Slovak Prime Minister Robert

he was greeting supporters after a
government meeting in the central

Gaza city of Rafah, launched in the face of
international outcry, has deepened an already
perilous humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip.

Griflith, the UN’s Under-Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency
Relief Coordinator, said some 50 trucks of aid

per day could reach the hardest-hit north of
Gaza through the reopened Erez crossing.

But battles near the Rafah and Kerem
Shalom crossings in Gaza’s south meant
the vital routes were “effectively blocked”,
he explained. “So aid getting in through
land routes to the south and for Rafah, and
the people dislodged by Rafah is almost nil,”
Griffiths added.

The UN said that 800,000 people had been
“forced to flee” Israel’s assault in Rafah. With
fuel, food and medicine running out, Griffiths
said the military action in Rafah was “exactly
what we feared it would be”.

“And we all said that very clearly, that a
Rafah operation is a disaster in humanitarian
terms, a disaster for the people already
displaced to Rafah. This is now their fourth or
fifth displacement,” he said.

More than 57pc aspirants

FROM PAGE 1
first phase listed “business”
as their profession. The

numbers were 67 percent for
vice chairman candidates and
24 percent for women vice
chairman candidates.
Mentionable, 105 chairman
candidates have  movable
assets worth at least Tk 1
crore. There are eight such
vice chairman post aspirants
and three other vice chairman
candidates vying for the
reserved seats for women.
In total, 116 candidates have
assets worth at least Tk 1 crore.

According (o the TIB,
a candidate’s  moveable
asset value determines

whether or not he qualifies
as a millionaire. Immovable
assets, like real estate, are
not taken into consideration
as evaluating them is
challenging.

Elections will be held in
160 upazilas in the second
phase. Of them, affidavits of
candidates contesting in 157
upazilas have been received by
the TIB.

Across these 157 upazilas,
599 candidates are vying for
the chairman posts, 689 for
vice chairman, and 523 for
women vice chairman.

According o the TIB's
analysis, 12.17 percent said
their profession is agriculture,
4.17 percent said they are
lawyers and 4.17 percent
teachers.

Meanwhile, 52 percent of
the women vice chairman
candidates said they are
homemakers, while 29 said
they are involved in business.

Businesspeople are
becoming keen on
participating in the local

elections as well as the national
elections. Their numbers have
increased by eight percent
compared to the 2014 upazila
parishad elections.

On the other hand, the
number of homemakers,
agriculturalists, and teachers
is decreasing by the day, as per
TIB’s observations.

In the first phase of this
year’s upazila polls, almost 70
percent of the chairman post
candidates were businessmen.

Among them, 94 were
millionaires.

THE RICH

Jahangir Alam, chairman
candidate  of  Noakhali’s

Senbagh, tops the list of
candidates with the most
amount of movable assets.
His total movable wealth is Tk
84.76 crore.

Sudhir Chowdhury
of Dhaka’s Dhamrai was
second with Tk 35.55 crore.
Mohammad Idris Farazi was
third with movable assets
worth Tk 22.87 crore.

According to the law,
an individual can acquire a
maximum of 33 acres of land.
Four candidates were found to
have land exceeding this limit.

At the top of this list is
Shariatpur’s Jazira Upazila
Parishad chairman candidate
SM Aminul Islam, who owns
54.6 acres of land.

Compared to the 2019
upazila parishad elections,
Sonali Khatun, the female
vice chairman candidate of
Daulatpur in Kushtia, has seen
the highest growth in income
as her wealth increased by
10,900 percent over the last
five years.

Seven more candidates,
including three vying for the
female vice chairman posts
and two for chairman posts,
have increased their income
by over 2,000 percent.

Apart from this, it was
disclosed that Asaduzzaman,
candidate for chairman of
Netrakona Fast, is the most
indebted candidate with
a loan of Tk 310.94 crore.
Cumilla  Sadar  Dakshin
chairman candidate
Mohammad Aktaruzzaman
was second with a debt of Tk
99.15 crore and Md Sohag Mia
Vice Chairman of Pirojpur’s
Nesharabad was third with
debts of Tk 35.87 crore.

Addressing  the event,
TIB Executive Director
Iftekharuzzaman said most
of the candidates belong
to the ruling party and the
dominance of businesspersons
is the same as before.

“There are questions about
the information given in the
affidavits of the chairman
candidates. In the available
data, an abnormal surge in
movable and immovable assets
has been noticed,” he said.

The TIB executive director
said politics is directly linked
o the increase of power and
income which is why the party
cannot maintain discipline.
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