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Hot spell compels 
bees to leave colonies

Moulvibazar beekeepers fear losses
MINTU DESHWARA

Beekeepers in Sylhet division are 
passing days amid worry of incurring 
losses as their bees are leaving 
colonies due to the ongoing hot spell 
prevailing across the country.

There are thousands of bee 
colonies (nests/bee-boxes) across 
the division maintained by many 
people who are earning a livelihood 
through apiculture.

The heat wave has caused a 
reduction in honey production as 
bees are staying outside their nest-
boxes most of the time due to the 
extreme heat and are thereby not 
producing and storing honey in 
those. Some bees are also dying due 
to the heat, while many are moving 
elsewhere.

Experts attributed the situation 
to the impacts of climate changes 
due to global warming.

Bees, often considered a wonder 
of nature, not only produce honey, 
but also have a profound impact on 
the global food production being 
pollinators.

This correspondent visited several 
beekeepers in different villages 
under Moulvibazar’s Kamalganj and 
Kulaura upazilas to know more in 
this regard.

“Last year I did not collect 
honey. When I noticed the bees 

were staying outside the boxes, I 
thought the amount of honey inside 
the boxes was too much. However, 
after opening the boxes, I found 
the honey inside was rather half of 
the usual amount,” said Sreejanam, 
a beekeeper from Tilokpur area of 
Kulaura upazila.

Mangal Mia, another beekeeper 
from Konagaon village under 
Kamalganj upazila, said, “I have 
been a beekeeper for 13 years. I have 
60 bee-boxes. Now is the season for 
bees to reproduce and store honey. 
However, the ongoing hot spell has 
been disrupting the bees’ activities. 
As such, the honey production will 
be less than expected.”

“Usually, I get 6-10 kilogrammes 

of honey from each box. This time, 
I got only around 3-5kg of honey. 
Only a few boxes had a maximum of 
7kg honey,” Mangal added.

Altaf Mahmud Babul, 
president of Kamalganj Upazila 
Honey Cultivation Entrepreneur 
Development Council, said, “If it 
rains now, then the production may 
increase next month.”

Dr Md Fuad Mondal, chairman of 
the entomology department of Sylhet 
Agricultural University, said, “A 2017 
study found that if temperature rises 
above 36 degrees Celsius, it disrupts 
the natural activities of bees. They 
tend to leave their colonies, and move 
to cooler areas. This is an adverse 
impact of climate change.”

A 2017 study found that if 
temperature rises above 36 
degrees Celsius, it disrupts the 
natural activities of bees. They 
tend to leave their colonies, and 
move to cooler areas. This is an 
adverse impact of climate change.

DR MD FUAD MONDAL 
Chairman, entomology department 
Sylhet Agricultural University

MYMENSINGH CHEST DISEASES CLINIC

X-ray machine gathers 
dust for 8 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

The lone Chest Diseases Clinic in 
Mymensingh has been operating 
without X-ray imaging services for 
patients. After the old X-ray machine 
went out of order in early 2000, the 
district Civil Surgeon’s Office got a new 
machine for the clinic around eight 
years back.

However, since then it has been 
sitting idle in the District Reserve Store 
(Health) office.

An X-ray machine is an important 
tool for treating patients with chest 
diseases, especially tuberculosis. As 
such, patients are being deprived of 
the free X-ray imaging service that the 
clinic is supposed to provide.

For X-ray, patients are referred to a 
BRAC centre in the city’s Mashkanda 

area while for GeneXpert, another 
cough test, patients are referred to 
Damien Foundation in Shambhuganj 
Bazar, some five-kilometres away from 
the clinic. 

The tests are done for free.
The GeneXpert machine was also 

allocated to the clinic 10 years ago 
but it was instead installed at Damien 
Foundation due to space constraint.

Established on 1.50 acres of land 
in 1962, the clinic is now being run 
in a semi-concrete building on some 
10-decimal land. However, many 
structures including a multi-storied 
Mymensingh Civil Surgeon’s office are 
also located on the clinic’s premises.

Patients from not only Mymensingh 
but also other neighbouring districts 
including Netrokona, Jamalpur, 
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Canada for 
boosting 
trade with 
Bangladesh
Indo-Pacific trade 
rep calls on foreign 
secretary

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh has suggested 
Canada to take advantage of 
its demographic dividend, 
geo-strategic location, and 
liberal investment policy to 
boost trade and investment 
between the two countries.

Foreign Secretary 
Masud Bin Momen had 
a meeting with visiting 
Canada’s Indo-Pacific 
Trade Representative 
(CIPTR) Paul Thoppil at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
yesterday.

They discussed a wide 
range of issues underscoring 
the mutual commitment 
to strengthening the 
existing excellent bilateral 
relationship between our 
two nations by advancing 
bilateral trade and 
investment.

Thoppil shared Canada’s 
strong commitment to 
deepening the Bangladesh-
Canada trade relationship 
for the benefit of the people 
of the two countries.
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