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The blood river
FROM PAGE 3

they jumped into the 
Bhadra river in a largely 
futile attempt to flee the 
carnage.

On that day, more than 
10,000 people, mostly 
belonging to the Hindu 
community, were slain 
by the Pakistan army 
at Chuknagar in only 
six hours, according 
to “Bangladesher 
Shadhinota Juddho: 
Dalilpatro”.

The Pakistan army 
started the massacre at 
11:00am and stopped at 
5:00pm on May 20 only 
due to the fact that they ran 
out of ammunition. Most 
of the bodies were dumped 
into the Bhadra.

The survivors were 
left grappling with a 
trauma that would scar 
them for life. Abul Kalam 
Mohiuddin, is one of 
them.

“There were so many 
bodies all around the field 
that it was impossible to 
bury them or burn them in 
accordance with the ritual,” 
he said. 

“So, the bazar committee 
decided to dispose of the 
bodies into the river as the 

nearby Bhadra river was 
quite torrential. People 
of Chuknagar and the 
nearby villages became so 
frightened that they never 
ventured near these rivers 
for the rest of the war,” he 
said.

Shankar Kumar 
Mallick, Trustee of the 
1971: Genocide-Torture 
Archive and Museum in 
Khulna, said, “While 1,500 
people died in the Mai 
Lai massacre in Vietnam, 
over 10,000 were killed in 
the Chuknagar genocide. 
However, the day is still 
underrepresented in 
history.”

In 2005, the government 
purchased 78 decimals 
of land, and in 2006, a 
32-decimal portion of 
it was used to build the 
Chuknagar Shaheed 
Smritishoudho memorial 
to honour the victims.

Al Musabbir 
Sadi’s death 
anniversary
STAR REPORT

The 13th death anniversary 
of Al Musabbir Sadi, a 
renowned sports journalist 
and former general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Football Federation (BFF), 
will be observed today.

Sadi, also a senior 
member of Bangladesh 
Sports Journalists 
Association (BSJA), died of 
cancer in 2011 at the age of 
44. He left behind his wife 
and two children to mourn 
his death.

Sadi, prominently 
known as Pommel, worked 
at The Daily Star from 2004 
to 2009 before joining the 
BFF as the first-ever paid 
general secretary in 2009. 
During his journalism 
career, he wrote two books 
on legendary cricketers 
Sachin Tendulkar and 
Brian Lara.  All relatives and 
well-wishers are requested 
to pray for the salvation of 
the departed soul.

Canada for boosting
FROM PAGE 5

Appreciating Bangladesh’s 
stable economy and 
growing market, he 
expressed Canada’s 
institutional investors’ 
interest in investment in 
Bangladesh.

The foreign secretary 
welcomed the decision of 
the Canadian government 
to appoint Thoppil as the 

first Indo-Pacific trade 
representative.

Masud hoped that 
his appointment would 
facilitate and promote 
the implementation of 
Canada’s Indo-Pacific 
Strategy and contribute 
to the development of 
the countries of the Indo-
Pacific region including 
Bangladesh.

X-ray machine
FROM PAGE 5

Tangail and Sherpur come 
to this clinic seeking free 
treatment for chest-related 
complications.

“I came here to avail of 
the free treatment while 
also for the ease of access, 
but now I am being referred 
to BRAC centre and other 
hospitals for tests,” said 
Abul Hossain, 42, from 
Paranganj in Mymensingh 
Sadar upazila.

Abdul Kashem, 58, 
another patient, echoed 
the same.

Advocate Nazrul 
Islam Chunnu, convener 
of a citizens’ platform 
Jonouddogh Mymensingh, 
said, “It is sheer negligence 
of the clinic authorities in 
performing their assigned 
duties towards the 
patients.”

Dr Muhammad Nasir 
Uddin, a junior consultant 
at the clinic, admitted that 
the clinic urgently needs to 
install the X-ray machine 
and arrange for other 
diagnostic facilities.

Dr Md Nazrul Islam, civil 
surgeon of Mymensingh, 
claimed that he wrote 
to the higher authorities 
concerned for a secured 
room to install the machine 
after he joined there three 
years ago.

“The Health Engineering 
Department recently 
informed us that they 
would build the X-ray room 
this year,” he also said.

Prof Dr Mazharul 
Islam, director (health) of 
Mymensingh division, said 
the prevailing problems 
at the clinic should be 
mitigated soon.
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Anwara Ahmed 
passes away
CITY DESK

A n w a r a 
A h m e d , 
wife of 
M a n z o o r 
A h m e d , 
professor emeritus at 
Brac University, chair of 
Bangladesh ECD Network 
(BEN), and adviser to 
CAMPE Council, passed 
away on May 18. She was 86, 
said a press release. 

She is survived by her 
husband, one son and 
three daughters, seven 
grandchildren and a host 
of relatives and friends.

She was laid to rest in 
Banani Graveyard. 

Anwara was born in 
Kolkata on July 2, 1938 
and her family was from 
Satkania, Chattogram. 

Library with 15,000 books 
on verge of collapse

Renovation stalled due to lack of fund
S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

A village with its own library, that 
too with a collection of around 
15,000 books, is a wonderful, yet 
rare feat in our country’s context.

Tiparbazar in Lalmonirhat’s 
Aditmari upazila is one such rare 
village. Local youths, led by Jamal 
Hossain, established Sarpukur 
Youth Forum Library with 
only 10 books in 2014. 

Back then, 
Jamal was just a 
schoolboy. He 
felt the need for 
a library in the 
village for helping 
the youth excel in 
their studies. The 
Daily Star published 
a report on it in 2017.

The library was set 
up in a small, tin-shed 
house on land owned by RDRS 
Bangladesh, a non-government 
organisation.

The founders, who are now 
studying in different colleges and 
universities now, still continue to 
oversee the library’s affairs.

However, over the years, the 
hut that houses the library has 
become dilapidated and is now in 
urgent need of renovation. A new 
structure is also necessary to keep 
the more than 15,000 books inside 

the library.
Unfortunately, 

the members of the 
library’s committee 

are unable to bear the 
cost of the renovation 

work as all of them are still 
students.

Visiting the library recently, this 
correspondent saw the corrugated 
iron roofing has become rusty with 
holes, leaking rainwater inside the 
library. The walls and bamboo poles 
supporting the hut have become 
fragile and may collapse any time.

Niramoy Kumar Roy, a schoolboy 
studying in the library, and Sujan 
Mia, a college-goer, echoed the 
same.

Shyamal Chandra Roy, a school 

teacher, said, “The library played 
an important role in spreading the 
light of education in the village 
and its neighbouring ones over the 
years. Its renovation is necessary.” 

Shamsul Haque, 58, a farmer 
in the village, said many farmers, 
including himself, visit this library 
to read books on agriculture, and 
they have been greatly benefitted 
from it.

“The farmers would cooperate 
in repairing the library house,” he 
added.

Jamal Hossain, founder 
president of the library, said, “The 
renovation work is being discussed. 
Everyone in the village is ready to 
contribute to this end. Hopefully it 
will be repaired soon.”
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