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INDIA POLLS
Benapole port
closed to
Bangladeshis
for 3 days

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

Due to the ongoing Lok
Sabha elections, India
imposed a three-day ban
on Bangladeshi passport

holders  entering  the
country  through  the
Benapole border beginning
yesterday.

However, Bangladeshi
passport  holders  with
medical and emergency

visas are out of the purview

of the restriction.
Officer-in-Charge of

Benapole Checkpost Police

Immigration, Azharul
Islam, said, “Bangladeshi
passengers without

medical visas cannot travel
to India, while only Indian
passport  holders  can
return from Bangladesh.”
A letter from the
Indian Police Immigration
confirmed the country’s

Election Commissioner’s
decision.
The restriction aims

to control the movement
of passengers during the
election period.

Regular travel activities
between the two countries
will resume on Tuesday,
confirmed Rezaul Karim,
Benapole port director.

Since morning, 280
Bangladeshis on medical
visas and 220 Indian
passengers entered
India through Benapole
immigration. On the other
hand, 380 Bangladeshi
travellers, who  visited
India on medical visas have
returned from India.

The  restriction left
thousands of passengers
stranded at the Benapole
port, many of whom have
had to return home.

Kamala Begum removing dirt from rice grains while wearing a pair of shades to protect her eyes from the sun yesterday. She has been
earning a living as a “rice cleaner” for the Babubazar rice market in Old Dhaka for the last 30 years. The job of these rice cleaners is to sift
through the grains that fall from the sacks in the market and remove any dirt or bugs. If she can clean enough rice to fit a whole new sack,

she is given with Tk 30.

Fighting tlares in Gaza

Israel ‘demolishing residential districts and markets’

REUTERS, Cairo

Israeli  forces battled
Hamas fighters in the
narrow  alleyways  of
Jabalia in northern Gaza
in some of the fiercest
engagements since they
returned to the area a
week ago, while in the
south militants attacked

tanks massing around Rafah.

Residents said Israeli armour had thrust as
far as the market at the heart of Jabalia, the
largest of Gaza’s eight historic refugee camps,
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Woman dies in
Rab custody

Family alleges she was
tortured; law enforcers refute

MASUK HRIDOY, Brahmanbaria

A 45-year-old woman died on Friday morning due
to what her grieving husband said was torture in
Rab custody in Bhairab, Kishoreganj.

A Rab spokesperson said Rab will investigate
the matter, and the actual cause of death can be
found through an autopsy.

Suraiya Khatun, her son Taijul Islam, and
husband Azizul Islam were detained by a Rab-14
team from in front of Nandail Police Station in
Mymensingh around 6:30pm on Thursday in a
case filed under Woman and Child Repression
Prevention Act.

The law enforcers later released Azizul and took
the others to a Rab office in Bhairab, Kishoreganj.

The next morning, she was brought dead to
Bhairab Upazila Health Complex, according
to Health and Family Planning Officer Bulbul
Ahmed.

Azizul and Suraiya’s brother-in-law Abdul Awal
said she was in good health and could not have
died of natural causes. Both of them alleged that
the mother of four died due to torture.

Major Ashraful Kabir, commander of Rab-14 in
Bhairab, said the hot weather was partly to blame.
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US-BUILT PIER
Costly, ineffective
distraction

UPDF man among
two shot dead in

Rangamati

UN says aid from floating dock
transported to its warehouses

and shops in the path of Aid groups say
the advance.
“Tanks and planes are AGENCIES

wiping out residential

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

> US says more aid for Gaza districts and  markets,
arnving in Cyprus shops, restaurants,
everything. is all

»

‘Aid pier no substitute for end
of Israeli siege of Gaza’

Rajab, a

a chat app.

and that bulldozers were demolishing homes

PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Buses waiting to pick up passengers occupy almost all the road at the capital’s Mirpur-10 intersection yesterday
afternoon, causing a tailback. Such activities are one of the main reasons behind gridlocks in the city.

Black hole ‘plunging
region’ discovered as
Einstein predicted

CNN ONLINE

Albert Finstein was right: There is an
area at the edge of black holes where /
matter can no longer stay in orbit and |
instead falls in, as predicted by his |

theory of gravity.
Using  telescopes

capable of
detecting X-rays, a team of astronomers
has for the first time observed this
area — called the “plunging region” —

in a black hole about 10,000 light years
from Earth. “We’ve been ignoring this region,

because we didn’t have the data,” said research scientist Andrew
Mummery, lead author of the study published Thursday in the
journal Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. “But

now that we do, we couldn’t explain it any other way.”

I’s not the first time that black holes have helped confirm
Einstein’s grand theory, which is also known as general relativity.
The first photo of a black hole, captured in 2019, had previously
strengthened the revolutionary physicist’s core assumption that

gravity is just matter bending the space-time fabric.

Lightning
strikes claim
seven lives

STAR REPORT

Lightning strikes claimed the lives of
seven people in Tangail, Gazipur, and
Narsingdi last morning.

In Narsingdi, three people,
including a mother and her son,
died after lightning struck them as
they were harvesting paddy during
a thunderstorm in Sadar upazila
around 11:00am.

The deceased were identified as
Sharifa Begum, 42, her son Imon Mia,
12, and Kaiyum Mia, 35, of Alokbali
union.

The victims had gone to Bhatear
Char to harvest paddy, according to
the locals.

They died on the way to Narsingdi
District Hospital.

Another man, Musleh Uddin, 45,
from Hazipur union, also died after
being struck by lightning.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

happening before the
one-eyed world,” Ayman
resident of
western Jabalia, said via

Israel had said its forces cleared Jabalia
months earlier in the Gaza offensive but said
last week it was returning to prevent Islamist

A $320m floating pier built for
delivering aid has been attached to
Gaza’s shore and began being used
to deliver aid on Friday, United States
Central Command (CENTCOM) says.
Washington has provided billions of
dollars in aid as well as weapons that
Israel has used in Gaza since October 7.

Aid groups have criticised the pier
as a costly and ineffective distraction
from the fact that land deliveries are

Two people, including a member of the United
People’s Democratic Front (UPDF), were shot dead
in an attack carried out by armed criminals in
Rangamati last morning.

The deceased were identified as UPDF activist
Bidyadhan Chakma, alias Tilak, 49, and local
villager Dhanyamani Chakma, 32.

The incident occurred at 8:30am in the
Monpudi area of Langadu Sadar union.

Local union parishad member Prashit Chakma
said armed criminals surrounded a house
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