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SIX UPAZILAS IN BAGERHAT

Water crisis grips 
coastal areas

1,326 out of 2,799 pond sand filters out of order
PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

The residents of six coastal upazilas under 
Bagerhat district are grappling with an 
acute crisis for fresh water for domestic 
consumption since the onset of dry season.

There is a dire lack of fresh water from the 
local sources including ponds amid the dry 
spell in Sadar, Rampal, Mongla, Morrelganj, 
Sarankhola and Kachua upazilas, said locals.

There are no deep tube wells in Kachua, 
Morrelganj, Sarankhola, and Mongla upazilas 
due to salinity and depleted groundwater 
levels,  they also said.

In addition, approximately half of the pond 
sand filters (PSFs) installed in the six upazilas 
are out of order, making the situation worse.

Therefore, health risks from water-borne 
diseases have arisen among the residents 
as they are being compelled to 
consume untreated pond 
water. 

PSF is a manually 
operated treatment 
unit, based on the 
principle of slow 
sand filtration. 
Water is pumped 
up from the pond 
by a handpump 
and is poured into 
a small concrete 
tank, having more 
compartments, of 
which one is the filter 
chamber filled with the 
sand.

According to the 
Department of Public Health 
Engineering, the government   
agency alongside different voluntary 
organisations installed a total of 2,799 PSFs 
in the upazilas since 1992-93.

Of those, at least 1,326 are unusable at 
present.

In the last five years, 42 PSFs were installed 
for Tk 22 lakh and 155 solar PSFs for Tk 9.5 
crore. Also, 36,550 rainwater harvesting 
tanks were distributed among people in the 
district for Tk 146.2 crore.

“We harvest rainwater during the monsoon 

for drinking and 
cooking without much 

problem. However, 
during the dry season, we 

experience an acute water 
crisis, especially with the PSFs 

in the area being out of order. We 
are now compelled to use untreated pond 

water for consumption and it causes numerous 
health complications including diarrhoea, 
vomiting and abdominal pain,” said Pabitra 
Das from Sangdia village in Kachua.

Dilip Das of the same village, said, “Since we 
are surrounded by saline water in the coastal 
areas, ponds are our main source of fresh 
water. There is a ban on fish farming in the 
area’s ponds, but it is still being done secretly, 
which is deteriorating the quality of water.”

Paritosh Das and Malati Das from Sangdia 

village echoed the same.
Locals urged the authorities concerned to 

repair the PSFs and provide sufficient number of 
tanks for storing rainwater among the residents.

Nakib Foysal Ohid, chairman of Badhal 
Union Parishad, said, “The PSFs in Abad, 
Panbaria, Raghudottokanthi areas under my 
union are in urgent need of repairs to ease the 
ongoing water crisis.”

Contacted, Jayanta Mallik, executive 
engineer of public health engineering 
department in Bagerhat, said distribution of 
tanks for harvesting rainwater is continuing 
in the coastal upazilas to keep the situation 
under control.

“Besides, we are installing deep tube wells 
in many areas... We are working to repair the 
PSFs, while also supplying water to the residents 
through water purifying trucks,” he added.

According to the Department of Public Health Engineering, the 
government agency alongside different voluntary organisations 
installed 2,799 pond sand filters in the upazilas since 1992-93. Of 
those, at least 1,326 are unusable at present. PHOTO: STAR

Canada’s Indo-
Pacific trade 
representative 
arrives today
DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

C a n a d a ’ s 
Indo-Pacific 
T r a d e 
Re pre s en -
tative, Paul 
T h o p p i l , 
will arrive 
in Bangladesh on a three-
day visit beginning today 
to promote Canada’s 
commitment to the region 
through its Indo-Pacific 
Strategy (IPS).

During his visit, he 
will meet with officials 
and key partners and try 
identifying ways to expand 
and diversify trade between 
Canada and Bangladesh 
and explore how the 
two countries can work 
together to foster two-way 
investment, according 
to the Canadian High 
Commission in Dhaka. 

The bilateral trade 
between the two countries 
is about $3.5 billion and 
continues to grow. The 
Bangladeshi-Canadian 
community is estimated 
at over 100,000 and 
continues to make 
significant contributions 
to Canadian prosperity and 
to the multi-cultural fabric 
of Canada.

The Indo-Pacific region 
is home to more than half 
the world’s population, 
and it accounts for 60 
percent of global GDP as 
well as two-thirds of global 
economic growth. 

War Graves Week 
observed in Ctg
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC), 
the operating concern of two war cemeteries in 
Bangladesh, organised an event on the occasion 
of “War Graves Week 2024” at Chittagong War 
Cemetery yesterday.

The CWGC has been observing the event as 
part of global awareness on its work and role to 
commemorate the fallen soldiers of the two world 
wars.

Sixty students from BAF Shaheen College 
Chattogram attended this awareness event.

Hillol Sattar, country manager for CWGC, 
Bangladesh, delivered a speech on the work of 
CWGC.

War Graves Week is the CWGC’s annual 
awareness initiative. This year’s theme is Discover, 
Learn and Remember, he said.

FARIDPUR-MAGURA

BR to extend rail 
line to Jhenaidah
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Railway is planning to extend the 
under-construction Faridpur-Magura rail line 
to Jhenaidah to connect it with the existing rail 
network.

The chief engineer’s office of BR (west zone) 
has already formed a committee to assess the 
proposed extension, officials said.

Meanwhile, Railways Minister Zillul Hakim 
announced yesterday that the rail line will be 
extended to Kaliganj in Jhenaidah via Magura. 

He said this while visiting the project site at 
Magura part.

In May 2018, the government approved a 
Tk 1,202.49 crore project to construct a rail 
line from Faridpur’s Madhukhali to Magura. 
Initiated without a feasibility study, it was initially 
scheduled for completion by April 2022. 

However, the deadline has been revised twice, 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

2nd Edition


