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174 fire hydrants lying
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have to send us a letter to 
this end and meet with 
us,” said AKM Fazlullah, 
managing director of the 
CWasa.

Fire service officials, 
however, claimed that 
CWasa took no steps to 
make the hydrants usable 
despite repeated requests 
made to them through 
letters.

A letter was last sent in 
November of last year to 
CWasa, citing the problems, 
they added.

Asked how CWasa 
would solve the problem of 
adequate water pressure, 

Fazlullah said currently 
the firefighters collect 
water from ponds using 
water pumps, and they 
can use the same method 
when collecting water from 
hydrants.

“The hydrants are lying 
unused due to a lack of 
coordination between the 
two government agencies. 
It is an utter waste of public 
money,” said Akter Kabir 
Chowdhury, president 
of Sachetan Nagorik 
Committee, a citizens’ 
platform.

A kg of beef for
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Tuesday, this correspondent 
saw farmers standing with 
sacks of paddy. The traders 
were seen offering low 
prices for the crop amid a 
lack of monitoring.

Besides, most of them 
were unaware of the 
government price.

“I made Tk 4,000 by 
selling five maunds of 
paddy. The prices are too 
low today,” said Maulvi 
Abdullah, a farmer from 
Baoni village.

He accused that a traders’ 
syndicate controls the 
prices in the local markets.

“Rather than selling 
paddy at markets, we 
should have sold them from 
the fields before harvesting. 
We would at least make 
Tk 1,000 per maund,” said 
Ebadullah, another farmer.

Mofiz Mia from 
Bhangnati village was 
taking his paddy elsewhere 
from the market.

Asked why he did not 
sell his produce, he said, “I 

cultivate the BD-28 paddy 
variety. Traders here are 
offering me Tk 900 per 
maund, which is too low. 
So, I am going to another 
market hoping to get better 
offers.”

“The prices were better 
last week when I sold 
40 maunds at Tk 1,000 
per maund. However, it 
has been reduced by Tk 
200 within just a week,” 
said farmer Abu Saeed of 
Bairagichala village.

However, traders denied 
the allegations.

“We had no idea about 
the prices being fixed by 
the government,” said 
Mostafa Mia, a trader.

Asma Ul Hosna, food 
controller in Gazipur, said, 
“The price of paddy was 
Tk 32 per kilo as of this 
[Tuesday] morning. I am 
unaware of the fact that 
the farmers are not getting 
proper prices, as I am new 
here. However, I will look 
into the matter.”

Better work
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Anam acknowledged 
Better Work’s consistent 
and influential impact on 
policymaking regarding 
labour rights and 
fundamental issues.

He affirmed that The 
Daily Star will further 
address these issues 
in its editorials and 
commitments.

Moderated by Tanjim 
Ferdous of The Daily Star, 
the event was addressed 
by Dhaka Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry’s 
President Ashraf Ahmed, 
Industrial Bangladesh 
Council’s General Secretary 
Shahidullah Badal, DBL’s 
Chief Sustainable Officer 
Mohammed Zahidullah, 
ILO’s Deputy Programme 
Manager Laetitia Weibel 
Roberts, Prothom Alo’s 
Assistant Editor Firoz 
Chowdhury, ITUC BC’s 
Secretary General Shakil 
Chowdhury, BKMEA’s 
Executive President 
Mohammad Hatem, 
and BWB’s Programme 
Manager Mohammad Anis 
Agung, among others.

Hope of seeing
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situation, she fell ill 
worrying about her 
youngest son.

“The first few days of 
being held hostage was 
incredibly hard. All 23 of 
us had to stay in the single 
bridge room and only had 
one toilet for use. We also 
struggled as we had to 
ration our water and food, 
in fear that we would be 
held captive for a long 
period,” he shared.

“When a challenge 
like this comes along, 
other things feel trivial. 
We struggled, but our 
main concern was getting 
released safely,” Ayub 
explained. “Thoughts of 
being reunited with my 
family kept me going.”

Following 33 days of 
captivity, the Somali pirates 
finally released the ship 
and its crew on April 14. 
The crew members finally 
reached the Chattogram 
port on Tuesday.

Ayub got reunited with 
his family members. His 
eldest brother and maternal 
uncle came to the port 
city on Tuesday to receive 
him and the three reached 
their home in Rakhalia 
village under Raipur union 
around midnight.

BNP raises
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Islam Alamgir said western 
countries are dissatisfied 
with the current situation 
in Bangladesh and continue 
to look for free and fair 
elections in the country. 

“They have spoken in 
favour of free and fair 
elections in Bangladesh. 
They have reiterated this 
stance repeatedly. Their 
recently published human 
rights report indicates 
their dissatisfaction with 
the present condition in 
Bangladesh,” he said.

Fakhrul made the 
remarks while responding 
to journalists’ queries after 
a meeting held at the BNP 
chairperson’s office in 
Gulshan.

Addressing the 
diplomatic relations 
between Bangladesh and 
Western countries, Fakhrul 
said, “Every country has 
to maintain diplomatic 
relations with others, so 
they continue to engage in 
such relations. They even 
maintain relations with 
military rulers.”

“They are acting in a 
manner that serves their 
own country’s interests. 
However, their actions are 
not against the people of 
Bangladesh,” he added.

SC stays HC verdict
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review petitions and 
mercy petitions are finally 
disposed of by the HC, and 
Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court and the 
president of the republic 
respectively.

It ordered the authorities 

concerned to move such 
convicts from condemned 
cells to ordinary cells 
within two years, starting 
immediately.

The order came 
following a petition by 
three convicts on August 
31, 2021.

‘794 illegal brick 
kilns still running 
in Rangpur’
HC blasts divisional 
commissioner for failure
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday blasted Rangpur’s Divisional 
Commissioner Md Zakir Hossain for his failure to evict all 
812 illegal brick kilns in the division despite its directive.

“Rangpur’s divisional commissioner has failed to 
comply with this court’s directive, which is an inefficiency 
on his part,” said the HC bench of Justice JBM Hassan and 
Justice Razik-Al-Jalil after seeing a compliance report 
from Zakir while hearing a writ petition.

According to the compliance report, 794 illegal brick 
kilns are still running in different districts of Rangpur, 
though the HC on March 4 directed the government to 
evict those within four weeks.

Earlier in the day, Zakir submitted the report to the 
HC through Assistant Attorney General Kalipada Mridha, 
saying there are 812 illegal brick kilns in Rangpur and 
operations of only 18 of those have been shut down.

The HC ordered him to give an explanation for failing 
to implement its directive, to take necessary steps to 
comply with the directive and to submit a compliance 
report in two weeks. The bench also fixed May 30 for 
further hearing and passing of order on this matter.

Kamala Bhasin 
Award seeks 
applicants
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The committee overseeing the “Kamla Bhasin 
Award for Driving Gender Equality Across South 
Asia” urged Bangladeshi individuals to apply for the 
award during an information session held yesterday.

After the death of Kamla Bhasin, the prominent 
Indian developmental feminist activist, poet, 
author, and social scientist, on September 25, 2021, 
Azad Foundation, National Foundation for India, 
and iPartner-India jointly launched the award.

The information session was organised by the 
committee at Jaitya Press Club.

“A significant number of applicants from 
South Asian countries applied in 2022 and 2023. 
However, there were no applications submitted from 
Bangladesh in 2023,” said Dolon Ganguly, chief 
functionary of Azad Foundation. 

According to the committee, the jury comprises 
esteemed South Asian women’s rights and human 
rights activists, philanthropists, and journalists.

Annually, the awards will recognise outstanding 
individuals in two categories: woman (cis or trans) 
excelling in non-conventional occupations, and 
man (cis or trans) advocating for gender equality.

The application process commenced on March 
8, with a closing date of June 7, 2024. The award 
ceremony is slated for November 30 at the Habitat 
Center in New Delhi, India.

Rights activist and advisor of Sangat Khushi 
Kabir and advocate Nahid Sultana, member of the 
country core group of Sangat Bangladesh, among 
others, spoke at the event.
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Nilima Roy takes her cattle to a nearby meadow to feed them. Starting from scratch, she now rears 16 cows. 
Nilima makes around Tk 2.5 lakh annually from selling milk and cattle, with which she supports her family. 
The photo was taken in Khulna’s Batiaghata area yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Need proper 
guideline to 
address mental 
health issues
Speakers tell event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

To help combat mental health issues in the 
country, experts and policymakers have called 
for a multifaceted approach, public-private 
partnerships, and comprehensive guidelines.

They also asked for an increase in the number 
of psychiatrists and psychologists to address the 
large number of mental health patients.

The remarks came at a symposium, titled 
“Current Status of Mental Health in Bangladesh & 
Strengthening Public-Private Partnership,” held at 
a city hotel yesterday. 

The programme 
was organised 
by Non-
C o m m u n i c a b l e 
Disease Control of 
Directorate General 
of Health Services 
with the support of 
ADD International 
Bangladesh.

DGHS Director 
General Abul 
Bashar Mohammad 
Khurshid Alam said 
to ensure mental 
health services 
in the country, the government must work in 
collaboration with stakeholders.

Prof Md Robed Amin, line director of NCDC, 
said comprehensive guideline, better treatment, 
more patient care centres and data preservation 
are needed to improve mental health services.

DGHS Additional Director General Meerjady 
Sabrina Flora said, “Mental health is a big issue 
in Bangladesh right now and the problem will 
grow in near future. We need to work with all the 
stakeholders to combat it.”

Dr Helal Uddin Ahmed, associate professor 
of NIMH, said there are around 350-400 
psychiatrists and over 500 psychologists in the 
country. The number of occupational therapists, 
speech therapists, and social workers is also 
insignificant.

“There is a big gap in mental health treatment 
in the country. A survey found the treatment gap 
to be 92 percent, meaning 92 out of every 100 
patients in the country are out of the purview of 
mental treatment and health services for various 
reasons,” he added.
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