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DU CENTRAL LIBRARY

No smart card, 
no entry
DU CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University is planning to introduce 
a smart card system for its central library. 
The system will prohibit outsiders and 
former DU students from entering the 
library.

“Students will have to scan their smart 
cards to enter the library. Hopefully, 
this system will be put into place by next 
month,” said Prof Sitesh Chandra Bachar, 
pro-vice chancellor of the university.

Witnesses say many DU students, 
mainly those willing to take BCS and other 
competitive government job recruitment 
tests, start gathering in front of the central 
library gate around 5:00am, three hours 
before the gate is opened, he explained.

The students use their bags, a book, or 
even a newspaper page to book their spots 
in the long queues. The library, which has 
a capacity of 1,500 seats, sees a huge rush 
every day as a result. So, this smart card 
will help the university ensure seats for 
students at the library, he added.

Recruiting militants in 
guise of insurance worker
DB arrests 3 in Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rana Sheikh alias Amir Hossain, used to 
work as a unit manager of an insurance 
company in Dhaka. In the company’s 
guise, Rana was a recruiter for the newly 
formed militant outfit Jama’atul Ansar 
Fil Hindal Sharqiya.

Rana has recruited at least three 
individuals for the outfit and sent them 
to the KNF hideout in Bandarban for 
training. Additionally, he has sent 
a large sum of money to cover their 
training expenses.

The Lalbagh division of police’s 
Detective Branch made the disclosure 
yesterday following the arrest of Rana, 
and two of his associates from the 
capital’s Kalyanpur, and Gabtoli areas 
on Saturday. 

The arrests were made based on 
intelligence provided by the police’s 
Special Branch.

Two other arrestees are -- Mashiur 
Rahman alias Milon Talukder, and 
Habibur Rahman.

Mashiur Rahman, deputy 
commissioner of Lalbagh division and 
additional deputy inspector general of 
police, informed The Daily Star that the 
arrestees attempted to recruit students 
of Qawmi madrasas.

“We are interrogating the arrestees 
on four-day police remand to know 
their patrons and associates,” he 
added.

Rana went to Mymensingh in 2002 
for training under the leadership of 
Maulana Abdur Rauf, a leader of the 
banned militant group Harkat-ul-Jihad 
(Huji) and death row convict, said DB 
chief Harun Or Rashid.

In 2003, Rana, along with 18 
others including his father, uncle, and 
brother-in-law, was arrested by police 
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Alarming failures
51 institutions, mostly madrasas in rural areas, record zero pass rates in SSC

ARAFAT RAHAMAN

Fourteen students appeared in this 
year’s Secondary School Certificate 
exams from Ghagoa Girls High School in 
Gaibandha’s Sundarganj. However, none 
of them passed.

Similarly, at Khayerbari Mirzapur 
Madrasa in Dinajpur, 24 students sat 
for the SSC exams this year. Hopes were 
high, as the recent past pass rate of the 
institution was 87 percent. But all of this 
year’s examinees failed.

The institution has been affiliated 
with the Madrasa Education Board since 
1985.

The government released the results 
of SSC and equivalent examinations 
on Sunday, revealing that over 83 
percent of students passed nationwide, 

but data indicated that 51 educational 
institutions, including 42 madrasas and 
nine schools, had a 100 percent failure 
rate.

Analysis of the result data and reports 
from our correspondents nationwide 
revealed that the number of examinees 
was low in the majority of these 
institutions, predominantly located in 
rural areas.

Take the case of Uttar Keshabpur Girls 
Dakhil Madrasa in Patuakhali’s Baufal 
for example. 

Established in 1984, it still lacks the 
necessary infrastructure. This year, only 
one student took the public examination 
from the institution but failed to pass.

According to Latifa Begum, a teacher 
at the madrasa, their tin shed room for 
students was recently destroyed by a 

storm.
“How can we provide education to 

students if we don’t even have a place to 
teach?” she asked.

Two more madrasas from Baufal 
upazila in this district -- Uttar Daspara 
Dakhil Madrasa and Poshchim Kalishuri 
Girls Dakhil Madrasa -- saw zero pass 
rates.

The situation in Sirajganj’s Ullapara 
upazila area is no different than in 
Bogura, Dinajpur, or Patuakhali. Some 
four madrasas saw the same fate among 
the 53 madrasas in this upazila.

These institutions, too, only have a 
few students who appeared for SSC.

For example, Elengjani Dakhil 
Madrasa and Boro Koyaliber Dakhil 
Madrasa have only 12 students each, Haji 
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Holding his child, a man walks past piles of waste extracted from a drain. The waste has been carelessly kept 
beside the road, obstructing pedestrian movement. The photo was taken on Khulna-Jashore road yesterday.

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Every morning, this man sets off on his van to sell his hand-crafted baskets at a market in Khulna. The bamboo-made 
baskets are sold at a wholesale rate of Tk 50 to Tk 150, depending on their size. The photo was taken from Khulna’s Dumuria 
upazila recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

‘It felt like 
33 years’
MV Abdullah crew members 
recall days of horror
FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN

Exactly a month after being freed from the 
clutches of Somali Pirates, crewmembers of MV 
Abdullah returned to Chattogram port yesterday. 
They arrived via lighter vessel MV Jahan Moni-3.

Md Atik Ullah Khan, chief officer of MV 
Abdullah spoke to The Daily Star about their 
harrowing experiences before their release.

“The pirates were carrying heavy weapons -- like 
rocket launchers, mortar shells and AK-47 rifles. At 
times they would test their firearms for maintenance 
using blank shots,” said Md Atik Ullah Khan.

“Just half an hour before releasing us, the pirates 
took all of us on the deck of the ship and made us 
form a queue. Despite spending a month with us, 
joking and laughing, the pirates were in a serious 
mood that day. They informed us that they would 
leave around midnight in the cover of darkness. 
But when they saw naval ships nearby, they halted 
their plans. At one point, they even asked the navy 

to move away, but they refused,” Atik added.
“They then lifted the anchor of the ship and 

moved it some distance away, before leaving via 
a speed boat. Then the navy boarded our ship 
within a few minutes.”

Regarding the group photo they took on the 
day of Eid while in captivity, Atik said, “We were 
using internet services secretly. I had a camera 
with which their interpreter took that photo. But 
when it appeared in the media, the pirates’ leader 
wanted to know how the photo was leaked.”

“They understood that we were using the 
internet and so they confiscated our laptops and 
other devices,” he added.

Crew member Shamsuddin said, “I don’t want 
to recall the 33-day of captivity. It felt like 33 years. 
We passed each day amidst fear and anxiety as 
they were armed. We even had to offer our Eid 
prayers at gunpoint,” he added.

MV Abdullah came under attack of Somali 
pirates on March 12, while transporting 55,000 
tonnes of coal from Maputo port of Mozambique to 
Al Hamriyah port in UAE. The pirates released the 
ship on April 14 after reportedly receiving a ransom.

I don’t want to recall the 33-day of 
captivity. It felt like 33 years. We 

passed each day amidst fear as they 
were armed. We even had to offer 

our Eid prayers at gunpoint.

SHAMSUDDIN

Crew member of MV Abdullah

Two students 
assaulted for 
taking snaps 
of felled trees
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Two students from Chittagong University 
of Engineering and Technology (Cuet) 
were allegedly assaulted by a contractor 
while they were taking pictures of felled 
trees on the campus.

Shovon Lal Sarkar, a third-year student 
of the Architecture department, and 
Sammaul Islam, a second-year student 
of the Electronic & Telecommunication 
Engineering department, filed a complaint 
against the contractor, Nayeem Khan, with 
university authorities. 

NK Traders, a construction firm owned 
by Nayeem, is building a laboratory on the 
campus where the trees were felled. 

Shovon told reporters, “While I was 
taking photos, the contractor and his 
associates started hurling expletives at me. 
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Turn child 
labour policy 
into a law
Demand speakers 
at event

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The policy on child labour 
should be formulated into a 
law, said 12 eminent citizens 
at an event yesterday.

They also said the 
age limit for employing 
children in labour should 
be increased to 18 from 14.

They said this while 
speaking at a press 
conference, seeking a fair, 
impartial, and speedy 
investigation into the 
death of teen house help 
Preeti Urang, who died 
after falling from The Daily 
Star’s former executive 
editor Syed Ashfaqul 
Haque’s flat on February 6.

They urged the 
government to raise the 

SEE PAGE 4  COL 4

CITY


