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Two students
FROM PAGE 5

Later, Sammaul supported 
me. Then they became 
angry and pushed us.” 

When asked, Nayeem 
declined to comment on 
the matter. 

Cuet student welfare 
director Rezaul Karim said, 
“We will take action after 
investigating the incident.”

Turn child
FROM PAGE 5

age of children protected 
under the welfare policy for 
domestic workers from 14 
to 18.

Shamsul Huda, executive 
director of the Association 
for Land Reform and 
Development, on behalf of 
the group, also called for 
prompt enforcement of the 
court’s 2017 directive to 
establish monitoring cells 
nationwide to safeguard 
the rights of domestic 
workers.

Govt to cover RMG
FROM PAGE 3

Convention No 121 (C-
121) requires countries to 
define industrial accidents, 
including the conditions 
under which a commuting 
accident is considered to be 
an industrial accident, said 
the press release. “Adapting 
this measure brings the 
Bangladesh EIS one-step in 
closer alignment with the 
requirements outlined in C 
-121,” it added.

The press release said 
that occupational diseases 
are yet to be covered in the 
scheme, but it is in process.

International brands 
voluntarily contribute to 
the fund of this scheme, 
which is limited to workers 
in export-oriented RMG 
factories.

According to the EIS 
website, the families of a 
total 18 deceased have been 

supported with over Tk 16 
lakh since the inception of 
the programme.

Besides, over Tk 10 
lakh has been paid out 
to 12 cases of permanent 
disability.

“Since June 21, 
2022, the EIS Pilot has 
been compensating 
injured workers and the 
dependents of deceased 
workers in the ready-made 
garments sector for work-
related accidents. With this 
inclusion of commuting 
accidents, the initiative 
is expected to provide 
enhanced protection 
to workers and improve 
industrial relations, 
which are often disrupted 
by accidents involving 
workers on their way to or 
from work,” said Tuomo 
Poutiainen, ILO’s country 
director for Bangladesh.

Alarming failures
FROM PAGE 5

Ahmed Ali Dakhil Madrasa 
has 14 students, and 
Bogura Dakhil Madrasa 
has 15 students.

Furthermore, only one 
student passed from each 
of the following madrasas 
-- Khondokar Nurunnahar 
Dakhil, Udhunia Dakhil, 
and Haji Abed Ali Women 
Memorial Dakhil madrasas.

Asifur Rahman, 
superintendent of Bogura 
Dakhil Madrasa, said 
majority of students 
enrolled in the Dakhil 
curriculum hail from 
remote areas, often 
showing a tendency to skip 
classes, while their families 
display a lack of seriousness 
regarding their education.

Prof Tapan Kumar 
Sarker, chairman of 
Dhaka education board 
and president of the 
inter-education board 
coordination committee, 

said when institutions 
have 100 percent failure 
rates, the government 
usually issues showcase 
notices, and if satisfactory 
reasons are not provided, 
the institutions are shut 
down. 

He added that last year, 
the Dhaka board closed 
four schools and merged 
their students into nearby 
ones.

However, Education 
Minister Mohibul Hassan 
Chowdhoury said, 
“Taking action against 
these schools cannot be a 
solution. Instead, we need 
to explore alternatives to 
address the underlying 
issues behind the failure. 
If we take action against 
these schools, only the 
students will suffer.”

(Our correspondents 
from Pabna, Dinajpur, 
Bogura, and Patuakhali 
contributed to this report.)

It is burdening countries
FROM PAGE 3

smooth and timely 
support to Direct Access 
Entities (DAEs) and 
National Designated 
Authorities (NDAs) during 
accreditation, project 
planning, and resource 
mobilisation phases, it 
reads.

Overall, the ownership 
of vulnerable countries is 
severely undermined by 
GCF, it also said, adding 
that GCF initiatives for 
national-level engagement 
are negligible.

“Bypassing country 
priorities and defying its 
targets, GCF allocates more 
funds for mitigation than 
adaptation and prioritises 
loans over grants. This 
imposes additional debt 
repayment burdens on 
already overburdened 
c l i m a t e - v u l n e r a b l e 

countries, which are 
contradictory to the 
‘polluters-pay principle’,” 
reads the study.

The study provided 
15 recommendations for 
GCF and stakeholders 
concerned.

It also came up with 
eight recommendations for 
Bangladesh government 
and relevant stakeholders, 
which included increasing 
NDA’s technical capacity.

The workforce should be 
recruited from individuals 
with relevant knowledge 
and experience in climate 
change and GCF, the study 
recommended. 

A permanent and 
specific position for 
officials concerned in 
NDA’s organogram 
should be created to 
manage GCF activities, 
and the government 

should increase grants 
and technical support to 
improve the capacity of 
national organisations to 
enhance direct access to 
GCF, the study suggests. 

Discussing the study, 
TIB Executive Director 
Iftekharuzzaman said 
GCF’s performance 
is disappointing and 
discriminatory.

“GCF was founded to 
financially support climate-
vulnerable countries. 
Instead, it is now preferring 
international development 
organisations, depriving 
the most climate-affected 
countries,” he said.

“After finding 
corruption in some of 
UNDP’s GCF projects, 
it pledged to take steps 
against the institution. 
Instead, GCF renewed its 
accreditation,” he added.
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Recruiting militants
FROM PAGE 5

in Boalmari of Faridpur 
while meeting with Huji 
leader Rauf. Mashiur 
received military and 
combat training at Rauf’s 
madrasa in Mymensingh 
from 2002-2023.

In 2013, he was again 
arrested with grenades 
along with other Huji 

leaders in Jhalakathi and 
was sentenced to four and a 
half years in jail, said Harun.

From 2021, Mashiur 
spent two years at the KNF 
hideout in Bandarban.

Meanwhile, Habibur, 
who worked under Rana 
at the insurance company, 
was a new recruit for the 
outfit. Rana was preparing 

to send him to Bandarban.
According to officials, 

Jama’atul Ansar was 
formed with the released 
and fugitive members of 
the Huji, Ansar al-Islam, 
and Jamaatul Mujahideen.

With the latest arrests, 
49 members of  Jama’atul 
Ansar  have been caught by 
law enforcers.

Leather sector 
stymied by 
mismanagement
Speakers tell conference
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh’s economy could greatly benefit if 
the leather industry is revived and reaches its full 
potential, said speakers at a programme yesterday. 

The leather sector has huge potential to 
contribute significantly to export growth. However, 
mismanagement and environmental issues in 
tanneries are currently holding it back, speakers 
added. 

The comments came at a press conference 
organised by Solidar Suisse, OSHE Foundation, 
and Prokriti O Jibon Foundation at the capital’s 
Channel i Studio. 

OSHE Foundation’s Chairperson Saki Rezwana 
said the period ahead of Eid-ul-Azha is the perfect 
time to collect raw leather, as over half the annual 
demand is met during this festival.

“During Eid, raw leather is collected and salted -- 
a process that increases water usage in tanneries,” 
she said. “The central treatment plant has a liquid 
waste capacity of 25,000-30,000 cubic meters. But 
during Eid, 40,000-50,000 cubic meters of waste 
has to be discharged.”

As a result, the excess untreated liquid waste 
pollutes the environment, with chromium-
laced water entering streets and causing public 
disruption and health hazards, Rezwana added. 

She said through the project on workers’ rights, 
health, and improved industry position, they are 
addressing that issue.

Ishrat Shabnam, programme manager at 
EU Delegation to Bangladesh, said the leather 
sector is very promising, but not remotely close 
to the US $10-20 billion export potential, due to 
lack of certifications which ensures social and 
environmental compliance. This project will help 
factories get certified.

Aman Ullah, country director of Solidar Suisse, 
said the tannery industry’s poor performance is 
due to lack of knowledge about its environmental 
impacts. “Our lack of awareness and technology are 
damaging nature,” he said.

“This industry could have moved our country 
forward, but is lagging due to mismanagement. 
If this sector improves, the economy will be in a 
better position,” said Muqeed Majumdar Babu, 
Chairman of Prokriti O Jibon Foundation

The organisations will hold a “National High-
Level Dialogue for Greening the Tannery and 
Leather Sector in Bangladesh” in the capital 
tomorrow, under a project funded by the European 
Union titled “Building a Sustainable Leather 
Industry Sector in Bangladesh”.

BORO CULTIVATION

Yields high, prices low
MINTU DESHWARA, from Habiganj

Muhibur Rahman of Noapara village 
under Ajmeriganj upazila of Habiganj 
cultivated Boro paddy on his eight 
acres of land this season with high 
hopes.

He spent Tk 50,750 per acre for 
the cultivation, including the cost of 
seeds, fertilisers, and irrigation. His 
hard work saw a bumper harvest of 
more than 70 maunds of paddy per 
acre, putting a smile to his face.

However, once he took his harvest 
to market, the prevailing low price of 
paddy took away his joy and left him 
amid uncertainty.

“I got a price of Tk 730-750 per 
maund for my paddy. Last year, it was 
between Tk 850-900. How are we 
going to survive and keep cultivating 
if the price drops despite higher 
production costs?” he asked.

Farmers Mifta Mia, Hosein Mia and 
a dozen others of the same upazila 
echoed him.

Paddy cultivation in the upazila 
exceeded the target for this season, 
according to sources at the upazila 

agriculture department.
Farmers said they paid Tk 

7,000-8,000 per acre for harvester 
machines. Some even took loans to 
meet such production and harvesting 
costs. Now they are worried whether 
they could cut any profit due to the 
low price.

The government’s purchase of 
paddy from farmers started from May 
7 in Habiganj district.

“Paddy cultivated in the low-
lying, haor areas in the upazila has 
been harvested completely. Field 
workers of the upazila agriculture 
department are monitoring the haor 
areas regularly,” said Lutfe Al Mueez, 
agriculture officer of Ajmeriganj 
upazila.

“The government has fixed the fair 
price of paddy to purchase directly 
from farmers. There are 38 harvester 
machines in the upazila. We have 
asked for those to be used to harvest 
the farmers’ paddy at the right price,” 
he added.

According to the Department of 
Agricultural Extension in Habiganj, 
Boro paddy was cultivated in a total 

1,23,737 hectares of land in the 
district this year, with a target of 
5,20,650 tonnes.

In Ajmeriganj upazila, farmers 
cultivated Boro paddy on 14,625 
hectares of land.

“About 95 percent of paddy 
cultivated in haor areas has been 
harvested. A total of 14,760 tonnes 
of paddy will be purchased from the 
district by the government,” said Chai 
Twai Pru Marma, food controller of 
Habiganj district.

Pijush Chakraborty, president of 
the district’s citizens’ platform, said, 
“The government purchases around 
18-20 percent of paddy produced 
in Habiganj every year, while the 
rest of the paddy has to be sold to 
middlemen.” 

“If the government fixes the price 
of paddy at wholesale level in the 
beginning of Baishakh, then the 
farmers will get a fair price for their 
paddy. Otherwise, they have to sell 
paddy at a low price of Tk 700-800 
per maund, while being held hostage 
to the middlemen against their will,” 
he added.

PHOTO: STARA farmer harvesting boro paddy in Habiganj.
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