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Ex-BNP MP 
Giasuddin 
sent to jail
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
sent former BNP lawmaker 
from Narayanganj-4 
Mohammad Giasuddin 
Ahmed to jail in a case filed 
by the Anti-Corruption 
Commission over amassing 
Tk 1.41 crore illegally.

The court passed the 
order after Giusuddin 
surrendered before it 
seeking bail, said his lawyer 
Anwar Zahid Bhuiyan.

According to the 
prosecution, the ACC 
issued a notice asking 
the lawmaker to submit 
his wealth statement on 
November 2, 2020. When 
he submitted his wealth 
statement to the ACC on 
December 23 of the same 
year, the ACC found that 
the former lawmaker 
amassed a wealth of Tk 
1,41,86,931 illegally.

On December 19, 2021, 
ACC Deputy Director 
Jahangir Alam filed a case 
against Giasuddin with 
its Integrated Office-1 in 
Dhaka.
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ANIRBAN LIBRARY IN PAIKGACHHA

Extending support 
to those in need
SHEIKH TAJUL ISLAM TAJ

After being admitted to the Khulna University of Engineering and 
Technology, Krishnapada Roy from Raruli union was struggling to bear 
the cost of education, due to his family’s financial constraints.

As such, uncertainty shrouded his aspirations for higher education. 
“When I first came to Khulna, I searched for tuitions to earn enough 

to bear my educational expenses. However, I couldn’t find any,” he said.
It was then that a ray of hope appeared, as Roy received a scholarship 

of Tk 30,000 from Anirban Library. 
“The scholarship helped me to bear my expenses and thrive in my first 

year at Kuet,” he added.
Anirban Library is a platform for educational, cultural and social 

services based in Paikgachha upazila. It also provides computer training 
to youths, runs a language club, conducts tree plantation to create 
habitats for birds, alongside various other initiatives.

The platform gives financial assistance to meritorious students from 
poor families. More than 100 students from secondary and higher 
secondary levels have so far benefitted from the initiative.

Anirban Library has also supported 25 girls in rural areas, by providing 
them with bicycles so that they can attend schools that are far from their 
homes. 

Brishti Ghosh, a student of Kapilmuni College and resident of 
Mahmudkathi village, received one of these bicycles. Now, she can easily 
go to her college, which is five kilometres from her house. 

Moreover, the platform provided 25 sewing machines to rural women 
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‘Can’t wait to 
be home’
Says crewmember of MV 
Abdullah; vessel likely to 
reach Kutubdia tonight
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The Bangladeshi ship MV Abdullah, which was 
released by Somali pirates on April 14, may 
reach Kutubdia anchorage with 23 sailors and 
crewmembers tonight.

Meherul Karim, chief executive officer of the 
ship’s owning firm SR Shipping Limited, told The 
Daily Star that the ship was around 350 nautical 
miles away from Kutubdia around 3:50pm yesterday.

At its current speed the ship may reach 
Kutubdia by tonight, he assured.

Once it arrives, a new batch of sailors and 
crewmen will be sent to the ship to replace the 
current crew, said Karim.

All 23 crewmembers will be brought to KSRM 

Lighter Jetty at Sadarghat in Chattogram by a 
lighter ship tomorrow (Tuesday).

From there, they will be sent to their respective 
homes, he added.

The crewmen on board the ship are overjoyed to 
be returning home after a long voyage. They were 
held captive by Somali pirates for around 33 days.

Meanwhile, this correspondent contacted 
Tanveer Ahmad, the 4th Engineer of the ship.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

OBSTRUCTION OF INFO

No departmental action 
against the UNO yet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

More than a month has passed 
since the Information Commission’s 
recommendation to take departmental 
action against Sherpur’s Nakla Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer Sadia Ummul Banin for 
misconduct with a local journalist, but 
no action has been taken against her so 
far. 

Following such a recommendation, 
the officials concerned usually 
get removed from the post, and a 
committee is formed to investigate 
such misconduct.

However, the public administration 
ministry has not paid heed 
to the information ministry’s 
recommendation as of now.

On March 7, local journalist 
Shafiuzzaman Rana of the Bangla daily 
Desh Rupantor applied to the Nakla 
UNO office seeking information. Instead 
of providing information, UNO Sadia 
directed an assistant commissioner 
(land) to set up a mobile court, and the 
journalist was sent to jail.

Information Commission 
investigated the incident and found 
evidence of the UNO’s reluctance 
to provide information, which is 
tantamount to misconduct.

According to sources, the 
commission has only investigated the 
issue of not providing information, as 
the matter of the mobile court is not 
under their jurisdiction.

Information Commissioner Shahidul 
Alam Jhinuk investigated the incident.

On April 2 last month, UNO 
Sadia appeared at the hearing of 
the Information Commission and 
presented her argument. Later that day, 
the commission made its decision.

The investigation found evidence 
that Sadia obstructed the delivery of 
information as a UNO of the upazila.

The decision taken by the Information 
Commission states, “The Commission 
has investigated the matter of its own 
volition. After reviewing the hearing 
and investigation proceedings, it was 
found that the Designated Officer 
(RTI) refused to accept the request for 
information without any reasonable 
reason under Section 27(1) of the Right 
to Information Act, 2009.”

The commission, in its decision, also 
said UNO Sadia, and the RTI officer 
in charge have obstructed access to 
information mentioned in Section 27(3) 
of the Right to Information Act, 2009.

“It was recommended to the senior 
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Juri, a river turned 
into wasteland

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

The Juri river in Moulvibazar’s Juri upazila has 
transformed into a wasteland over the years 
due to negligence.

The trans-boundary river originates in 
the Jampui hills of India’s Tripura 
and enters Bangladesh through 
the Fultala union of Juri upazila 
and flows through Hakaluki 
Haor, eventually falling into the 
Kushiyara river.

Over time, villages and 
bazars developed along the 
banks, ruining its serenity.

“The Bhabaniganj and 
Kaminiganj markets are situated 
on opposite banks of the Juri river. 
None of these markets have any waste 
disposal systems, not even waste bins. So, all 
sorts of wastes are thrown into the river. The 
town’s garbage is also dumped along the river’s 

banks, which are washed away by rainwater,” 
said Khursed Alam, a local resident.

Visiting the area recently, this correspondent 
saw shocking amounts of waste -- including 
plastic and polythene -- have accumulated 

there. A number of dead animals were 
seen floating in the water, producing 

a putrid stench. A huge pile of 
garbage was also seen under the 

bridge on Juri-Fultola road.
“Although polythene was 

banned in the country in 2002, 
it is still being used. Rather, 
use of polythene has risen over 

the years,” said Lutfur Rahman 
Shahan, an environmentalist.

Dr MA Aziz, professor 
of zoology department at 

Jahangirnagar University, said, “Plastic 
and polythene wastes are non-biodegradable, 

so these don’t mix with soil. It accumulates 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

2nd Edition


