
CITY  
Teachers suspend 
work stoppage
STAR REPORT

The Bangladesh Secondary Assistant Teachers’ 
Association has opted to suspend its planned one-
hour work stoppage scheduled for today.

The association’s vice president, Mohammad 
Yasin, confirmed the information through a press 
release yesterday.

The movement was originally intended as a 
protest against the government’s decision to keep 
all secondary schools open on Saturdays.

Earlier, in protest of keeping schools open on 
Saturdays, they had announced a one-hour strike 
from 10:00am to 11:00am on May 11.

They said the exact duration, or the number 
of Saturdays for which schools will remain open, 
has not been clarified by the ministry. This lack of 
clarity has led to dissatisfaction and unrest among 
teachers, students, and parents.

Fisherman dies 
in Bhola trawler 
capsize
UNB, Bhola

A fisherman died after a trawler capsised in the 
Meghna river after crashing into two anchored 
barges early yesterday, river police said.

The victim, Harun Majhi, 55, was a resident 
of Ward-6 under Kachia union of Bhola Sadar 
upazila.

Locals said Harun and his two sons went to fish 
in the river with the trawler early in the morning.

The trawler crashed into the barges anchored 
in the river when the three of them were pulling 
fishing nets amid tides in the Dhania Kathirmatha 
area of Sadar upazila around 5:30am, they said.

His two sons jumped into the river and swam 
ashore but Harun went missing, said Md Yunus 
Munshi, inspector of Bhola River Police Station. 

CDA’s debt burden 
gets heavier

It borrowed total Tk 1,698cr from govt in last decade

SIFAYET ULLAH, Chattogram

With an aim to mitigate the 
sufferings of Chattogram 
residents from waterlogging and 
traffic congestion, as well as to 
facilitate tourism, the Chattogram 
Development Authority borrowed 
a total Tk 1,698 crore from the 
government for implementation of 
four projects over the past decade.

However, the agency so far 
managed to generate revenues 
from only two of those projects, 
since there is no scope to generate 
revenues from its Outer-Ring Road 
development and waterlogging 
mitigation projects.

As such, its burden of debt has 
kept getting heavier over the years, 
leaving its officials worried about 
repayment of loans taken for the two 
non-revenue generating projects.

CDA officials have already 
informed the matter verbally to a 
state minister and higher officials 
concerned of the government.

The agency took around Tk 753 
crore loan from the government to 
implement a Tk 8,626 crore project, 

that began in 2017, to mitigate the 
port city’s waterlogging woes.

As per the loan terms, CDA has 
to repay it with five percent interest 
after 20 years.

It also borrowed Tk 388 crore loan 
for the Tk 3,324 crore Outer Ring 
Road project on the shore of the 
Bay of Bengal, to be repaid with five 
percent interest. A Tk 524 crore loan 
was taken at two percent interest 
to implement the Tk 4,298 crore 
Chattogram Elevated Expressway 
project in the port city.

Lastly, Tk 33 crore was borrowed 
to complete the Tk 353 crore project 
to construct a link road between 
Faujdarhat and Bayezid Bostami’s 

Shrine area.
“We will earn revenue from the 

elevated expressway and link road 
projects as commuters will have 
to pay a toll to use those. However, 
we have no way to generate income 
from the two other projects,” said 
Kazi Hasan Bin Shams, CDA’s chief 
engineer and spokesperson.

The matter has been informed to 
Waseqa Ayesha Khan, state minister 
for finance, and some higher officials 
of the government.

Kazi Hasan noted that the 
waterlogging mitigation project 
deadline has been extended four 
times, while the Outer Ring Road 
project has been revised four times.

The cost of implementing the 
link road and expressway projects 
also increased twice, he added.

“Extensive delays due to lack of 
proper planning in implementing 
these projects increased costs,” said 
Shahinul Islam Khan, a former city 
planner of the CDA.

The debt burden will eventually 
slow down the development and 
deprive dwellers of the benefits, he 
added.

The agency took around 
Tk 753 crore loan from 

the government to 
implement a Tk 8,626 

crore project, that began 
in 2017, to mitigate the 

port city’s waterlogging 
woes. 

Three  BCL 
men hurt in 
factional clash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
B’baria

At least three Chhatra 
League activists were 
injured in a factional clash 
in Brahmanbaria town 
yesterday.

The followers of district 
BCL organising secretary 
Md Mohsin Mollah and the 
supporters of its another 
organising secretary Ruhul 
Amin Afridi scuffled during 
a meeting organised by the 
district unit. 

Housing and Public 
Works Minister RAM 
Obaidul Muktadir 
Chowdhury was present 
during the meeting in front 
of Samobay Market.

Police rushed there and 
dispersed the activists with 
batons.
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UPAZILA POLLS

Defeated candidate 
held for beating 
winner’s supporter
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Police arrested a defeated chairman candidate and 
his driver on the charge of beating a supporter of an 
elected chairman in Natore on Thursday night.

Shariful Islam Ramzan, secretary of the district 
Awami League, was elected chairman of Sadar 
Upazila Parishad with “cup-saucer” symbol on 
May 8.

The arrestees are Jamil Hossain Milon, a 
contractor and son of a local AL leader, and his 
driver Bashar, said Md Mizanur Rahman, officer-in-
charge of Natore Sadar Police Station.

Milon and his supporters took Rubel Islam, a 
supporter of Ramzan, from his house to Milon’s 
office at Taltola around 9:00pm. 

At that time, Rubel was beaten there, said the 
OC.

On information from locals, police rushed to spot, 
rescued Rubel and detained Bashar. Milon, who was 
not available there at that time, was arrested later, 
said Mizanur.

Rubel’s father Alam Gazi filed a case against 11 
people including Milon and around 15 unnamed 
persons.

Meanwhile, a Natore court granted the arrestees 
bail when they were produced before it yesterday, 
said the OC.

They are investigating the incident, added the 
police officer.

Md Tariqul Islam, superintendent of police in 
Natore, said they are trying to arrest the other 
accused.
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BORO HARVEST IN RANGPUR DIVISION

Farmers worry over fair price
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

With Boro paddy harvesting going 
on in full swing, farmers from eight 
districts under Rangpur division are now 
concerned whether they would get fair 
price for their produce so that they can 
recover their cost of production. 

The production cost went up 
significantly this season due to the recent 
heatwave that swept across the country.

According to the Department of 
Agricultural Extension in Dinajpur, Boro 
paddy was cultivated on around 1.74 lakh 
hectares of land in the district this year, 
while on 5.08 lakh hectares of land in five 
other districts in the division -- Rangpur, 
Nilphamari, Kurigram, Gaibandha and 
Lalmonirhat.

So far, four percent of 
the paddy has been 
harvested since the 
beginning of May and 
the harvesting will 
continue till mid-
June, said DAE 
officials.

V i s i t i n g 
different areas in 
Dinajpur recently, 
this correspondent 
saw a large number 
of labourers engaged 
in harvesting paddy 
from the crop fields in 
Chirirbandar, Parbatipur 
and Nawabganj upazilas.

The farmers are trying to harvest 
their paddy as early as possible before the 
monsoon starts.

Talking to this correspondent, farmers 
said they got better yield than they had 

expected, but 
the increased 

production cost 
has left them 

worried whether 
they would earn 

enough to recover the 
costs.

“Despite the hot spell and 
adverse weather conditions towards the 
end of Boro season, my paddy output on 
five bighas of land exceeded expectations. 
However, additional expenses for 
operating irrigation pumps and using 

medicines raised the cost considerably,” 
said Latif Mia, a farmer of Razabasar 
village of Dinajpur’s Parbatipur upazila.

“Unless we get fair prices for our 
produce in the market, it will be difficult 
to recover the costs borne for the 
cultivation,” he added.

Shahidul Islam, a farmer of Sadullahpur 
village of Mithapukur upazila of Rangpur, 
echoed him.

Md Hamidul Rahman, additional 
director of DAE in Dinajpur, said they 
are expecting over 8 lakh tonnes of rice 

production from 1.74 lakh hectares of 
cultivated land in the district.

However, it seems the actual yield will 
exceed the target unless rain affects the 
paddy harvest, he added.

“Farmers had to spend more to irrigate 
their croplands during the heatwave, and 
use medicines to save the plants. As such, 
the production cost went up this season,” 
said Md Reaz Uddin, depudy director of 
DAE in Rangpur.

He hoped that farmers would get a fair 
price for their produce.


