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Not so long ago, many decades-old trees used to stand proud along the roadside and provide shade to
commuters. However, at least 298 such trees are being felled for road expansion work at Bochaganj upazila in

Dinajpur. Around 150 have already been already axed, according to locals.

Road expansion at
the cost of 298 trees

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

While Dinajpur residents are
grappling with the sweltering heat
amid mercury soaring between 39
and 41 degrees Celsius, at least 298
trees, all around 35 years old, are
being felled for road expansion work
in Bochaganj uparzila.
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been felled.

Around 150 already axed
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fell the trees, clarified that they are
doing so as per directive of the upazila
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commissioner’s office.”

CTG-KAPTAI RAIL LINK

Project yet to
start for lack

of

funds

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

3 killed, 45 hurt
in Habiganj clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Three people were killed and at least 45 others
injured in a clash between two groups of villagers
over a trifling matter in Agua village of Habiganj’s
Baniachong yesterday.

The deceased are Zilu Mia, 50, Kader Mia, 32,
and Siraj Mia, 25.

OC Delwar Hossain of Baniachong Police

Despite completing a feasibility study nearly five years
ago, the Chattogram-Kaptai rail link project has

remained stuck due to a lack of funds.

Officials of the Bangladesh Railways said the
Economic Relations Division (ERD) is yet to find donors

for this project.

“We are waiting to get funds from foreign donors.
But we have yet to get any confirmation from the ERD,”
said M Salimullah Bahar, chief planning officer of the

BR.

He said without foreign funds, implementation of
this project can’t be possible as it’s a costly venture.

BR conducted a feasibility study in 2018 to bring
Chattogram Hill Tracts under the rail network as
the state agency’s ongoing masterplan (2016-2045)

proposed to establish this rail line by 2022.

According to the study, titled “Janalihat-CUET-
Kaptai Dual gauge Rail Tracks”, the BR planned to
implement the 42.17km long rail track in two phases at

an estimated cost of Tk 8,926 crore by 2026.

In the first phase, a 14.31km rail track, Janalihat to
Raozan, will be constructed at an estimated cost of Tk

4,142 crore.

In the final phase, 27.86km of tracks will be
constructed, from CUET to Kaptai, at an assessed cost

of Tk 4,784 crore.

To implement this project, BR needs to acquire 862
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Station said an altercation broke out between
Kader, an auto-rickshaw driver, and Badrul, a
staffer at the auto-rickshaw stand, over taking
passengers around 11:00am.

Around 2:00pm, supporters of both groups
attacked each other, leaving two people dead on
the spot and around 46 injured.

CHITTAGONG COLLEGE

6 BCL men hurt
in factional clash

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

At least six activists of Chhatra League were
injured in a clash between two of its factions at
Chittagong College yesterday.

According to eyewitnesses, the group backed by
Mahmudul Karim, president of the college unit of
BCL, and another faction loyal to Subhash Mallick
Sabuj, general secretary of the unit, attacked each
other with sticks and rods. However, both of them
blamed each other for initiating the attack.

OC Sarwar Azam of Chittagong College Police
Outpost said police brought the situation under
control.
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