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acres of land and construct 
two bridges over Halda and 
Ichamati rivers.

“We submitted the 
report of the feasibility 
study in October 2018. 
Since then, BR couldn’t 
contact us over the 
matter,” said Anwar 
Hossain, chairman of 
the JPZ Consulting 
(Bangladesh) Limited, 
which conducted the 
feasibility study.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Bangladesh Railway had 
sent a letter to the ERD 
seeking sourcing of funds 
in 2021.

ABM Fazle Karim 
Chowdhury, chairman of 
the parliamentary body 
on railways ministry, is 
working for the project 
from the beginning.

 “We are knocking ERD 
continuously to find new 
donors for this project,” he 
said.
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and cryptocurrency.
The unit has identified over 2,000 

websites, apps, and social media pages 
and flagged them to Bangladesh 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission for necessary action.

Meanwhile, Transparency International 
Bangladesh (TIB) has urged the government 
to crack down on online gambling to 
prevent money laundering.

“Despite clear directives from the apex 
court, there appears to be a lack of visible 
measures to curb this trend. Instead, 
gambling is being advertised under new 
guises on satellite channels and social 
media platforms,” said TIB in a statement 
yesterday. 

“Despite all forms of gambling being 
illegal under the country’s laws, it is being 
promoted using different strategies. 
Flashy advertisements for different 
betting sites are disguised or presented in 
‘surrogated’ formats in traditional media 

during broadcasts of popular sporting 
events like IPL, BPL, or others. This year, a 
surrogated advertisement for a betting site 
was even observed on a BPL team jersey,” 
they added.

While most online gambling sites are 
based in Russia, Malaysia, and Indonesia, 
local agents in Bangladesh facilitate 
transactions through mobile banking, 
leading to millions laundered abroad, said 
TIB.

The statement quoted TIB’s Executive 
Director Dr Iftekharuzzaman as stating, 
“We are witnessing a surge in online 
gambling in the country. Exploiting 
legal loopholes for profit cannot be 
deemed responsible broadcasting. Even 
city billboards are promoting online 
gambling.”

TIB urged for the immediate restriction 
of gambling-related advertisements, turning 
the draft of Gambling Prevention Act, 2023, 
into law, alongside proactive measures by 
relevant law enforcement agencies.
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from 1977 to 1980.
He was awarded the 

“Padmashree” in 1972, a 
civilian award given for the 
body of works he produced 
on Bangladesh refugees 
and the war.

In 1992, he was 
awarded “Photographer 
of the Year” in the US 
for the story “Human 
Management of Wildlife 
in India” published in 
National Geographic. 

In 2009, he was 
conferred the Officer des 
Arts et des Lettres by the 
French Government, and 
he received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 
2016 in India.
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She announced £12 million 
of new humanitarian 
assistance for the Rohingya 
and host community in 
Cox’s Bazar.

Asked how the UK can 
support Bangladesh in the 
transition period of LDC 
graduation, Trevelyan said 
the UK and Bangladesh are 
building a modern, resilient 
economic partnership 
to support Bangladesh’s 
ongoing development 
and transition to middle-
income country.

“We are sharing technical 
expertise to ensure 
Bangladesh has a robust, 
sustainable economic 
and trade policy to see it 
through this transition. 
That includes the £4 million 
trade policy programme 
I am announcing on this 
visit,” she said.

The two countries are 
also boosting economies 
through the UK’s Developing 

Countries Trading Scheme, 
which means greater access 
for Bangladeshi goods to 
the UK market, Anne-Marie 
Trevelyan said.

Asked about the UK’s 
suggestion for Bangladesh 
to draw more FDI, she 
said financial services, 
education, and aviation are 
among the sectors where 
the UK can take trade and 
investment relations to new 
heights.

“On education, we are 
already doing a lot together 
on this front -- particularly 
in support of women’s and 
girls’ education,” she said.

“This includes £38 
million in funding up to 
2029 to increase access 
to education for 360,000 
marginalised children, 
including 216,000 girls, 
as well as a six-year 
programme to support 
primary and secondary 
education reforms,” she 
added. 
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BURAGAURANGA RIVER EROSION

Erosion fear grips  
200 families

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Around 200 families from four unions under 
Patuakhali’s Rangabali upazila are passing 
days in fear of losing their lands and homes to 
erosion of Buragauranga river. 

Nestled on the banks of the river, in the 
vicinity of the Bay of Bengal, the four unions -- 
Montaj, Boubazar, Hindugram and Kheyaghat 
-- were developed on shoals and have always 
suffered from erosion over the years. 

An embankment constructed around five 
decades back to protect the areas from erosion 
is now on the verge of collapse. 

With occasional minor repairs by Water 
Development Board, the embankment barely 
manages to serve its purpose. 

“I lost all my ancestral property to the river. 
I relocated here as the authorities said it would 
be safe. However, as the old embankment is 
vulnerable, my present location is also at risk,” 
said Suren Mandal, 45, an erosion victim.

“The dyke was constructed to protect 
people from erosion and arable lands from 
accumulation of saline water. It is gradually 

collapsing due to strong river currents,” 
said Mosharraf Matbar, a union parishad 
member.

Several applications have been submitted 
to the BWDB. However, only doing repairs to a 
dilapidated dyke will not lead to a sustainable 

solution, said Ayub Khan, a local social 
worker.

Rakib Hossain, executive engineer of BWDB 
in Kalapara, said, “A 32.5-kilometre stretch of 
the embankment in Boubazar union has been 
damaged by the currents. Repair efforts are 
underway.” 

To protect Karnaphuli from pollution and encroachment, environmentalists launched a 
three-day campaign called “Bini Sutar Mala” in Abhaymitra Ghat area of the port city 
yesterday. As part of the programme, they organised a “Sampan (boat)” procession in 
the area. PHOTO: COLLECTED


