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Rezia Arefin’s 
death anniv
CITY DESK

Today is the 
15th death 
anniversary 
of Rezia 
Arefin, wife 
of the late 
Shamsul Arefin of T Hossain 
Bari, Nabiganj, Narayanganj, 
said a press release.

All are requested to pray 
for the salvation of her 
departed soul. 

Tk 6cr Rajuk
FROM PAGE 3

portions of the building, 
the sources added.

Several Rajuk officials, 
wishing anonymity, said 
it was largely due to the 
authorities’ negligence that 
it could not lease out the 
building and thereby incur 
losses in the last three years.

“We had leased out the 
parking building once 
through an open tender, 
but the company was 
not interested in it later. 
So Rajuk has decided to 
confiscate their security and 
lease it out again. We have 
already issued a notice in 
this regard,” said Ashraful 
Islam, chief town planner 
and spokesperson for Rajuk.

“After completion of the 
tender process, we will hand 
it over to the leaseholder 
company,” he added.

Jhenaidah-1 
by-election 
on June 5
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court 
yesterday cleared the 
way for the Election 
Commission to hold the 
by-elections to Jhenaidah-1 
constituency, which was 
scheduled to be held on 
June 5. 

Chamber judge Justice 
M Enayetur Rahim halted 
a High Court order that 
stayed for 21 days the 
process of holding the by-
polls to the constituency.

He passed the stay order 
following a petition filed by 
Awami League candidate 
Md Nayeb Ali Joardar, 
challenging the HC stay 
order.

On May 6, the HC stayed 
for 21 days the process of 
holding the by-polls to 
Jhenaidah-1 constituency.

The HC bench came 
up with the order after 
Nazrul Islam Dulal Biswas, 
an independent candidate 
who got the second highest 
votes in the January 7 
national election, filed a 
petition.

In the election, AL 
candidate Md Abdul Hye 
was declared winner. After 
his death in March, the 
constituency felt vacant. 

On April 23, the EC 
declared schedule for 
holding the by-election 
on June 5. In the national 
election, Hye got 94,379 
and Nazrul 80,547 votes.

Clean energy goal a far cry
FROM PAGE 3

Bangladesh has not seen a 
similar expansion in solar 
and wind, reaching a share 
of only 0.8 percent in 
2023. India, on the other 
hand, reached 10 percent 
share of solar and wind in 
2023.

Bangladesh has mostly 
met the growing demand 
for electricity with gas, 
but solar energy can help 
reduce reliance on costly 
imports, said the report.

It states that Bangladesh 
relied on fossil fuels for 98 
percent of its electricity in 
2023. 

The country aims to 
generate 16 percent of 
electricity, using renewable 
energy sources by 2030.

Ember’s analysis shows 

that an ambitious plan 
to focus on solar energy 
could help reduce fossil 
fuel import costs for 
Bangladesh significantly.

According to the 
report, Bangladesh now 
faces the dual challenge 
of meeting its growing 
electricity demand, while 
ensuring that its power 
sector emissions don’t 
follow a similar growth. 
Ramping up public and 
private investments into 
the country’s renewable 
energy sector is therefore 
crucial.

Experts have suggested 
focusing on rooftop solar 
panels, streamlining 
the process of opening 
letters of credit (LCs), 
and reducing or waiving 

import tax on rooftop solar 
panels to help transition to 
renewable electricity.

Shafiqul Alam, lead 
energy analyst at the 
Institute for Energy 
Economics and Financial 
Analysis (IEEFA), said the 
country signed letters of 
intent or contracts for 
10,000-12,000 megawatts 
of electricity from 
renewable energy.

“It is important to 
implement the conversion, 
and the most challenging 
issue is to procure land 
for the projects along with 
the enormous cost of the 
long transmission lines, 
for which it sometimes 
gets tough to feasibly 
implement the project,” he 
said.

If the government 
provides land for some 
projects and bears the 
transmission line costs, 
it would be easier to 
implement the projects, he 
added.

Talking about the 
report, Ember’s Asia 
Programme Director 
Aditya Lolla clarified that 
increasing clean electricity 
isn’t just for the purpose 
of reducing carbon 
emissions.

“It’s also needed to 
meet the rising electricity 
demand in an increasingly 
electrified economy 
and decouple economic 
growth from emissions, 
which is crucial for 
tackling climate change,” 
he added.
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When learning becomes 
life-threatening

169 out of 798 govt primary school buildings risky in Barguna

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

At least 169 out of 798 government 
primary schools in Barguna 
district are in a dilapidated 
condition.

According to the district’s 
primary education office, 41 out of 
227 buildings in Sadar upazila, 31 out 
of 152 in Amtali, 24 out 129 in Betagi, 
19 out of 62 in Bamana, 33 out of 149 
in Patharghata, and 21 out of 79 in 
Taltali have become risky.

With cracked pillars, plasters 
falling off ceilings and water leaks 
being common in these schools, 
classes are carried out amid risks, 
said school teachers, students and 
other staffers.

Visiting several of these schools 
recently, this correspondent found 
most buildings were constructed 
with the Local Government 
Engineering Department 
funds between 1994 and 2002. 
Most school roofs were seen 
in dilapidated conditions with 
almost all windows and doors 
being broken.

Students of the government 
primary school adjacent to 
Gaurichanna High School in the 
district Sadar have been studying 
at an abandoned building, 
declared risky about two years ago.

“We are in constant fear, 
attending classes in this risky 
building,” said Nusrat, a fifth 
grader at the school.

Assistant teacher Mainul 
Hossain said, “We have no 

alternative building. We wrote to 
the authorities several times, but 
to no avail.”

Students of the upazila’s North 
Patakata Government Primary 
School are in greater peril as their 
school, located next to a dyke, 
will be devoured by the Bishkhali 
river any minute, said the school’s 
headteacher Runa Laila.

The old school building was 
lost to erosion last year. Since 
then, classes are being held at a 
tin-shed makeshift structure, she 
mentioned.

Croke Government Primary 
School was declared abandoned 
three years ago. Its two-storey 
building was auctioned off and 
demolished, and a temporary tin-
shed room was constructed for the 

students.
However, the promised new 

buildings are yet to be built, said 
the school’s head teacher Abdul 
Alim.

“We have sent a budget proposal 
for the new school buildings and 
are waiting for approval,” said 
Saiful Islam, LGED engineer in 
Barguna Sadar.

Contacted, Golam Sarwar Tuku, 
member of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Ministry 
of Primary and Mass Education 
and lawmaker of Barguna-1, said 
the schools will gradually be 
brought under the cyclone shelter.

“Once the Directorate of Relief 
and Disaster and LGED finish 
constructing the shelters, the 
problem will be solved,” he added.

ULAB holds 7th 
convocation
CITY DESK

The University of Liberal 
Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) 
held its 7th convocation on 
May 7 at the Bangabandhu 
B a n g l a d e s h - C h i n a 
Friendship Exhibition 
Center, said a press release.

The chancellor’s 
representative, Dr Kamal 
Abdul Naser Chowdhury, 
education and cultural 
affairs adviser to the prime 
minister, presided over the 
ceremony.

Prof Muhammed 
Alamgir, acting chairman 
of the University Grants 
Commission, was present 
as the special guest.  Kamal 
Quadir, founder and CEO 
of bKash Ltd, delivered the 
convocation speech. 

Dr Kazi Anis Ahmed, 
president of the ULAB 
Board of Trustees; and 
Prof Imran Rahman, vice 
chancellor of ULAB, also 
spoke on the occasion.

A road to suffering
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road quite narrow. After 
crossing the Bangladesh 
Bank, it was seen that 
the road from there to 
Madhumita Cinema Hall 
had been dug recently. 

The road from Shapla 
Chattar to Tikatuli was dug 
along the middle by DPDC, 
which is now filled up 
with soil but not cast with 
bitumen yet, with large 
potholes here and there. 

Speeding vehicles often 
fall victim to accidents while 
using this road. The road on 
the east side of the Tikatuli 
road -- stretching from 
the Ittefaq intersection to 
Hanif Flyover --  was also 
seen dug. 

Besides, there were no 
safety measures taken for 
the work other than a flimsy 
yellow tape separating the 
project site and the road. 

The DPDC also started 
digging the road in front of 
the Dhaka Stock Exchange 
building on Monday. 
Moreover, the road on the 
west side of Bangabhaban 
has also been cut for some 
development work.

All these works going on 
simultaneously have left 
the residents of the areas in 
dire straits regarding their 
everyday commute.

Talking to this 
correspondent, Belal, a 
worker involved in the 
DPDC project, said, “It 
may take one or two more 
months to complete our 
work.”

However, no 
representative of DPDC 
or the contractor for the 
project was found in the 

construction area.
Contacted, DPDC 

executive director 
(engineering) Morshed 
Alam Khan said they are 
working on connecting 
underground cables from 
Bangabhaban sub-station 
to English Road sub-
station.

“We are trying our 
best to lessen suffering of 
the residents. However, 

the road from Hatkhola 
intersection to Rajdhani 
Super Market is narrow, 
due to which commuters 
using the road are facing a 
lot of hassle,” he said.

“We hope to complete 
the road work within the 
next three-four days and 
the entire project by May 
20,” he added.

Speeding vehicles 
often fall victim 

to accidents while 
using this road. The 

road on the east 
side of the Tikatuli 

road -- stretching 
from the Ittefaq 

intersection to 
Hanif Flyover --  

was also seen dug.

Twelve boats 
capsize due 
to nor’wester
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

At least 12 boats capsized 
near Moheshkhali, 
Banshkhali, and Anwara 
at the Bay of Bengal due 
to a nor’wester yesterday 
morning. Bangladesh Coast 
Guard rescued 26 boatmen 
who were adrift in the bay 
after the boats capsized.

Around 30 boats left 
Kutubdia for Chattogram, 
which faced the storm 
around 8:30am, said Coast 
Guard media officer Lt 
Commander Suaib Bikash. 

He said they had no 
information on any 
boatmen being missing, as 
some local trawlers claimed 
to have rescued several 
floating boatmen.

CITY

Unity can ease 
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Hasina called upon the 
Muslim countries to work 
together, saying unity 
among them can also 
help reduce misery of the 
Palestinians.

Today, if all the Muslim 
countries worked together, 
forming an alliance, they 
would have been in a much 
better position, she said.

The PM also said people of 
all religions would continue 
to enjoy equal rights to 
follow their respective 
religion in the country.

She asked the pilgrims 
to pray for Bangladesh and 
its people while performing 
the hajj.

This year, a total of 
85,257 pilgrims from 
Bangladesh are going to 
perform hajj.

The PM also exchanged 
greetings with the pilgrims 
at the hajj camp.

Hajj is expected to be 
held on June 15, subject to 
sighting of the moon.


