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NEWS

UPAZILA POLLS

Only children and
spouses categorised
as relatives: Quader

STAFF CORRESPONDENT i

When Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
said relatives of party lawmakers
and ministers should stay out of the
upazila polls, by relatives she meant
their children and spouses, Awami
League General Secretary Obaidul
Quader said yesterday.

“About my statements on upazila polls, many thought
I'was speaking on my own. But yesterday [Thursday], the
leader herself spoke about it. She categorised wife and
children as relatives,” said Quader at a press conference
at the AL president’s political office in Dhanmondi.

“No interference or influence will be allowed [in the
upazila polls]. The administration cannot be influenced.
She [prime minister| has made it clear,” said Quader.

Many of the candidates who are either children
or spouses of ministers and lawmakers have already
started withdrawing from the polls, said Quader.
“There is still time for others to do the same,” he said.

About his brother’s candidature, he said neither the
party nor he supports it. Therefore, it cannot be stated for
sure that his brother will not withdraw eventually, he said.

Pointing towards BNP, he said, “Those who wanted
to keep us under pressure are now under pressure
themselves as Arab spring has also gone beyond Atlantic.”

RAINFALL IN SYLHET
Major rivers seeing
rise in water level

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Water level in the rivers Surma and Kushiyara is rising
due to water from upstream and continuous rainfall
in Sylhet, causing the forecast of a temporary flood
situation in the district’s low-lying areas.

At 9:00am yesterday, Surma was already flowing 13
centimetres above the danger level at Kanaighat point
in Sylhet district, while at Sylhet city point, the river
was flowing 11 centimetres below the danger level -
122cm higher than Thursday.

The Flood Forecast and Warning Centre of
Bangladesh Water Development Board published the
development in their Friday morning bulletin.

The water levels of the Kushiyara, Puratan Surma,
Jhalukhali, Jadukata, Patnai, and Mahasingh rivers in
Sunamganj district are also rising quickly.

On Thursday, 53 millimetres of rainfall were
recorded in Jaflong area of Sylhet’s Gowainghat.
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WANTED

A leading trade body in Bangladesh seeks applications
for the following position :

Chief Executive Officer

The ideal candidate should be excellent and thorough
knowledge on secretarial affairs, multinational
business, public relation and be capable to represent
the organization to the offices of Government, NGO's
and others.

Retired high official Government officer's background will
be given top priority. Attractive salary to be given for
deserving candidate, Candidates may apply with CV, one
photograph, experience certificates, copies of transcripts
by 15 May, 2024 to E-mail : bffea@dhaka.net / BFFEA,
Skylark Point (10" Floor), 24/A Bijoynagar, Dhaka-1000.
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Igbal  demanded  that
the park’s operations
be ensured with

representatives of all ages
and classes, and that the
park be free and open to all,
alongside the immediate
removal of illegal structures
from the park.

Speaking at the event,
Prof Mohammed Zakiul
Islam, professor at
Architecture department
of Buet and also one of the
designers of the park, said
the space has now been
divided into two parts,
defying the original design.

“When we designed
the park, the two parts
were merged. We talked to

Urgent steps
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highlighted the
significance of language
preservation for  small
ethnic groups. He also
acknowledged the
government’s efforts
through  the  Mother
Language Institute (o

safeguard these languages
and suggested that further
modifications might be
needed to enhance these
preservation efforts.

“Our national language
is Bangla, which serves
as a common language.
However, there are different
mother tongues among
people from many different
communities, including
the small ethnic groups,”
he said.

“When 1 learnt that
only (wo women in
Bangladesh could speak
Kharia language and no
one else could, I came
here. The government
should take initiative so
that this language can be
preserved. The books that I
have seen here are a result
of the initiatives taken by
the government, but more
has to be done in order to
preserve Kharia language,”
he said.

Attorney General
AM  Amin Uddin and
Moulvibazar Deputy

Commissioner Urmi Binte
Salam were also present.
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experts, locals, and many
other  stakeholders to
design the park, intending
to make it natural,” he said.

“Each park in our area is
like a fan or AC. If we do not
keep it as it is, we have to
face the consequences,” he
said, demanding that the
park be brought back to its

carlier design.

Yesterday, while visiting
the park, this correspondent
found a restricted ground
adjacent to it that was
previously part of the park.

When one enters
the park, they will see a
structure that is used as
Gulshan  Youth  Club’s

B, ofalps 4

Water woes worsen
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“This year too, two or
three of us distributed
water among the locals.

Later, the district Red
Crescent Society and the
Public Health Engineering
department’s office
extended support with
100 jars of water [five litres
each],” Banting added.
Amal Kanti Das, general
secretary of Red Crescent
Society’s Bandarban unit,
said their initiative will
continue till monsoon.

Anupam De, executive
engineerofthePublicHealth
Engineering  department
in Bandarban, said, “Aimed
at mitigating the water
crisis in Bandarban, two
projects funded by Asian
Development  Bank are
ongoing in Sadar and
Lama upazilas. Also, two
more projects have been
proposed to the CHT affairs
ministry for approval. If the
projects are approved and
implemented, the crisis will
reduce significantly.”

Rab rescues victim
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He had sent seven
consignments of illegal

items o his Indian buyer
between 2015 and 2017, he
added.

The victim’s brother-in
law Mustafa Hawladar used
to collect statues and coins
and in return, he used to
get Tk 30,000 per month.

In 2017, Khokon tasked
Mustafa with collecting
Tk 95 Ilakh worth of
touchstone idols and metal

[llegal brick kilns
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Hossain, assistant director
of  Bangladesh  Water
Development Board in
Pabna, said the entire shoal
area has been occupied by
brick fields, harming the
flow of water.

“No step has yet been
taken to stop the illegal
operation of brick Kkilns,”
said Abdul Hamid Khan,
secretary of Bangladesh
Poribesh Andolon’s Pabna

coins, but Mustafa provided
fake idols and coins and
grabbed the money, which
irked Khokon, said the Rab
officer.

“Since then, Khokon
has been trying to nab
Mustafa, who has been on
the run. Upon receiving
information that Mustafa’s
brother-in-law Anwar is in

Another park getting encroached?

PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

office, which was not in
the design. Meanwhile,
an artificial football turf
is being built as an open
space in the park, while
the remaining small part
was kept as a park for
children, which is also now
surrounded by nets.

The Daily Star called and
texted Dr Wahiduzzaman
Tamal, general secretary of
Gulshan Youth Club, for his
comments, but his phone
was found switched off.

This correspondent also
visited the club office but
did not find anyone there.

Contacted, Ajmal, an
administrative officer
of the club, declined to
comment on the issue.

Jahanara
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The museum will initially
maintain  its  existing
schedule, opening to
visitors from 10:00am to
5:00pm every Saturday.
There is no fee to enter the
museum.

Md Kamruzzaman said,
“We have sent a letter to the
Ministry of Cultural Affairs
seeking manpower. After
getting full manpower,
we will keep the museum
open six days a week and
a decision will be made
on tickets. Until then, the
museum will be operated
as before.”

Naheed Ezaher Khan,
state minister for cultural
affairs  ministry,  who
was present at the press
conference, said, “After
we takeover the museum,
we will see how much
manpower is needed. Then
we will forward the letter to
the public administration
ministry to request more
manpower.”

Those BNP leaders
taking partin UZ
polls are ‘misguided’

Says Rizvi, warns of action

UNB, Dhaka
BNP  Senior Joint Secretary
General Ruhul Kabir  Rizvi

yesterday criticised their party
leaders for participating in the
upcoming Upazila Parishad polls
against the party’s decisions.

“These misguided individuals
may choose to participate in the elections. The party is
taking measures against them,” he said.

Speaking at a press conference at BNP’s Nayapaltan
office, Rizvi warned that the opposition leaders seeking
to participate in the election under Awami League are
living in fools’” paradise. Rizvi said people will not accept
the local body polls like the January 7 national election.

Rizvi urged opposition leaders and workers to
boycott the “so-called” upazila elections. He told BNP
leaders and supporters not to be swayed by the Al's
attempts to spread fear or confusion.

Rizvi said their party is expelling those leaders who
are joining the upazila polls going against its decision.
“Those who are going against the party decision at this
moment are not the party’s people... organisational
action is being taken against them.”

RAPE OF STUDENT
Fugitive death row
convict held in Dhaka

UNB, Natore

Rab early yesterday arrested a fugitive convict who was
sentenced to death in a case filed over the rape of a
college student in Natore in 2012.

Tipped off, a team of Natore Rab with the help of
Rab-1 conducted a drive and arrested Sabbir alias Abu
Sayed in Dhaka airport area.

According to the prosecution, Sabbir was in a
relationship with a college student in Natore’s Baraigram.

On October 19, 2012, Sabbir and his friends raped
her. Later, Baraigram police registered a case following
a complaint lodged by the girl. Police pressed charges
against 11 people. On April 5 last year, a Natore tribunal
sentenced six people, including Sabbir, to death and
four to life imprisonment. A few accused, including
Sabbir, have remained absconding since then.

alleged that Bodi and others
launched an attack on him

Bodi accused
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the matter. I managed to
return safely after police
arrived at the scene,” he
added.

According to local
sources, Nurul Alam
is known to be Bodi’s
opponent in the local
political scene. Bodi is
rallying in favour of Zafar
Alam in the upazila polls.

His name is on the home

However, in the GD, Nurul

and threatened him with his
life. He did not mention the
shooting incident.
Bodi could not be reached
despite repeated attempts.
Contacted, Zafar Alam
denied his involvement.

ministry’s list as a sponsor of
drug trade, alongside at least
26 members of his family.
Contacted, OC Osman
Gani of Teknaf Police
Station said they are
looking into the incident.

Tushara area, Khokon and
his associates kidnapped

him on Wednesday,” he
added.

unit.

Subir  Kumar  Das,
Ishwardi upazila nirbahi
officer, said they could not
stop the illegal brick kilns
from operating despite
conducting several drives,
as the owners have political
support.

“We are seeking support
from higher authorities
and political leaders to
stop this menace,” the UNO
added.
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ADMISSION SUMMER 2024  poires
MS in Economics T“Eﬂ
e

» A four-year Bachelor's of a three-year Honors degree in Economics of in
a related discipline

p A minimum CGRA of 2.76/4.00 or at least a Second Class in all exams
Undergraduate appeared students may sit for the admission test upon
approval

»

The first accredited graduate program In Economics in Bangladesh (US
based ACBSF); 30-credit program; up to @ credits additional foundation
courses depending on background

»

Apply Online
http:/fapply.nerthsouth edu

Application Deadline :- 15 May 2024
Admission Test :- 17 May 2024

Dr. Sadat Reza

Associate Professor

S ECD 2002

Mamyang Business School, Singapore

"I benefitted immensely from the groduate Economics
BrOGIom O North South University.

The progrom provided rigorous troining thar | belffeve
wirs instrumeantol in my relotively stroightforword
tronsition ta o North Amesicon groduote prograrm.

Highly recommend the progeam, particularly to thoss
with on ocodemic bent.”

Invitation to submit proposals for the below
Request for Proposals (RFPs) issued by UNICEF Bangladesh

RFP No. LRPS-2024-9189667 "Development of Strategic Communication Plan and
SBC packages to raise awareness on project activities and training opportunities
regarding Alternative Learning Opportunities for out of school adolescents”.

UNICEF-Bangladesh is inviting interested companies with a strong track record and
professional credibility of providing the above-required services under one contract. To
receive the detailed scope of work and procedures to submit the bid response, please
email: supplybangladesh @unicef.org

Pre-Bid Session: Tuesday, 07 May 2024 at 12:00 HRS
Submission Deadline: Wednesday, 22 May 2024 at 11:00AM

Please note UNICEF does not charge any fee at any stage of the solicitation process.
www . unicef.org/bangladesh

for every child

Master in Development Studies (MDS)

)) Eligibility
* A four-year Bachelor's or a three-year Honors or @ Master's

degree in Economics, Business, Environmental Studies, Social
Welfare, Statistics, Engineering or other related disciplines

¥ A minimum CGPA of 2.75/4.00 or at least a Second Class in all
exams

¥ Undergraduate appreared students may sit for the admission
test upon approval

PR Specil Feoture:  Q

¥ 39-credit program with maximum waiver/transfer of 2 courses

» Financial ald for deserving students

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

NSU

THE™=
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g ] | SCHOOL OF BUSINESS -
. ’ AMND ECONOMICS fl\(_ B 5 1'

EXPERIENCE LOCALLY. LEAD OLOBALLY.
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Bangiadesh Apply Online

http:/fapply.narthsouth.ady
Application Deadline :- 15 May 2024

Admission Test - 17 May 2024

2024
T
Somen Dutta
MNSU MDS 208
Senbor Auditor,

Office of the Auditor General of Canada

“The MDS program at NSU familiarizes
students with theories and practices of
development and helps them master various
research and intervention fechniques

specific fo the field. | have greatly benefited
from this program. "

Shegufta Shahriar

NSU MDE 2019

B

Shimsad Narmeen

¥ Financial aid for deserving students MEECO 2018

W, a dlity and
Learning Specialist at Christian Aid

“The M5 program ot NEU furthered my coreer
growth immensely. it set my CV apart from the
other applicanis for the jobs | wes opplying to

and fast rocked me into the pasition I'm in
roday.”

RN

3 Scholarships based on admission test
One 50% and Two 25%

¥ Weekday evening and weekend classes

¥ Internationally recognized degres

¥ Free access 1o international academic resources throwgh the library

¥ All faculty members have PhDs from reputable foreign universities,

Graduate Application Helpline

01886271722

ic / sba / soonomics tmd

» All classes are offered between Thursday evening and Saturday
evening.

¢ Internationally recognized degres

» Free access to international academic resources through the
library

» All faculty members have PhDs from reputable foreign
universities,

* Dual degree award agreement with the University of Adelaide

Graduate Application Helpline

01886271722

Taam Associate, The World Bank

“N5U's MDS program provides a comprehensive
idea an how the development sector has evolved

around the globe and In Bangladesh. The
program will help build the bridge betwesn the
social, economic and political sector, *

3 Scholarships based on admission test

One 50% and Two 25%

Department of Economics
Email: odiba.otig@nerthsouth edu
Phone: +B80-
Web: www.northsouth e

S5668200 Ext: 1815/1874 -
ademic /abe feconomics htmi Y




