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Ensure their 
constitutional 
rights: speakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dalit and cobbler communities face chronic 
discrimination and social exclusion with limited 
access to education, economic opportunities, and 
justice, said speakers at a roundtable yesterday.

They demanded that the government ensure 
constitutional rights for these communities, as 
well as access to social empowerment processes to 
put an end to the discrimination.

Counterpart International, an NGO working 
for marginalised communities, organised the 
roundtable at a city hotel. 

Kanka Das, a representative of the cobbler 
community, recommended the establishment 
of the National Commission for Minorities and 
the enactment of the Special Protection of 
Minorities Act to combat discrimination against 
marginalised communities. 

She also proposed the establishment of a caucus 
in parliament to advocate for minority rights. 

MA Mannan, chair of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Ministry of Planning, 
said, “It is not possible for the government to bring 
a change alone. We all need to work unitedly for 
the betterment of the marginalised communities 
and their advancement.”

Lawmaker Mohibur Rahman Manik echoed the 
same. 

Reed Aeschliman, USAID mission director, 
emphasised the significance of good governance 
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51 journalists  
attacked in April 
Says MSF report
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Extrajudicial killings are illegal, unconstitutional 
and criminal offenses that can never be justified, 
said human rights body Manabadhikar Shongskriti 
Foundation (MSF) yesterday.

“There were 4 cases of extrajudicial killings or 
shootings by law enforcement in April,” read the 
monthly report of MSF signed by its founder Sultana 
Kamal.

The report was based on news articles published 
by 18 media outlets, which were then verified by 
human rights activists.

It said 182 activists and supporters of ruling 
Awami League were injured in 42 incidents of 
political and violence. Of them, 9 were killed. On the 
other hand, 146 leaders and activists of opposition 
political parties -- BNP and Jamaat -- were arrested 
in old cases.

The report said 51 journalists were tortured 
and attacked in various ways in 31 incidents while 
performing their professional duties.

Additionally, the report stated that two cases, 
involving journalists among others, were filed under 
the Cyber Security Act, and ongoing harassment 
persists with several cases pending under the Digital 
Security Act.

In April, there were 278 reported incidents of 
abuse targeting women and children, resulting in 
76 fatalities, it added.

With loads of hay stacked on his makeshift vehicle, a trader hits the Chuknagar road in Khulna’s Dumuria 
yesterday afternoon. Selling each bundle for Tk 3-4 as cattle feed, he roams around the upazila, making short 
stops at the houses of cattle rearers. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Barrister 
Khokon’s 
expulsion 
order revoked
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi 
Ainjibi Forum (BJAF), a 
pro-BNP lawyer’s body, 
has withdrawn its decision 
to relieve BNP leader and 
Supreme Bar Association 
President AM Mahbub 
Uddin Khokon from the 
post of its senior vice-
president.

BJAF Office Secretary 
Md Ziaur Rahman issued 
a letter on April 29 to 
this effect saying that the 
decision has been taken 
with the consent from BNP 
acting chairman Tarique 
Rahman.

Meanwhile, Khokon on 
April 29 sent a letter to 
BJAF Secretary General 
Kayser Kamal, expressing 
sorrow for making 
“unexpected” comments 
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36pc domestic 
conflict due to 
climate change
Says study on coastal areas
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

About 36 percent of domestic conflicts in coastal 
areas are attributed to climate change, reveals a new 
study published yesterday. Additionally, climate 
change is responsible for 26.7 percent of social 
conflicts.

The study also suggests 25 percent of the coastal 
population experience moderate to severe anxiety, 
depression, stress, PTSD, and insomnia.

The study was conducted by the Center for 
Climate Change and Environmental Research, 
BRAC University and Bangladesh Health Watch.

The study associated  22.48 percent depression, 
49.52 percent stress, and 20 percent PTSD at 
Munshiganj union in Shyamnagar of Satkhira to 
climate change.

The study, including 653 participants, 
emphasised Shyamnagar’s vulnerability to climate 
change, citing its low-lying geography prone 
to cyclones, floods, sea-level rise, and erosion. 
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ONGOING HEATWAVE

‘Govt, greed behind 
current situation’

Speakers tell event; blame urban sprawl for rise in temperature

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unplanned urbanisation is one 
of the main factors behind rising 
temperatures in the city, said green 
activists at a programme yesterday.

The city’s greenery has also been 
facing danger due to lack of proper 
planning and preservation, they 
said at a press conference organised 
at the capital’s Dhaka Reporters 
Unity by Bangladesh Poribesh 
Andolon (Bapa).

“Water bodies and greenery are 
being destroyed to make way for 
concrete constructions,” said Iqbal 
Habib, vice president of Bapa.

Reading from a written statement, 
Iqbal said while the country should 
have greenery across 25 percent 
of its total area, the current figure 
stands at only 12.8 percent according 
to the forest department.

“We are suffering the 
consequences of this, but sadly 
it is the common people who are 
bearing the brunt,” he added.

He said apart from the 
government, personal greed is also 
responsible for the ongoing heatwave. 

Iqbal outlined eight-point 
demands, including strict punishment 
for violators and awareness campaigns 
for tree plantation.

Prof Mihir Lal Saha, chairman of 
the Botany Department at Dhaka 
University, said the heatwave situation 
could worsen in the upcoming year.

“The government should 
immediately formulate a plan to 
undertake large-scale tree plantation 
through its five-year plan,” he urged.

Abdus Salam, professor of 
Chemistry at Dhaka University, 
criticised the anti-environmental 
activities taking place in the city, 
saying that various government 
projects for greenery have yielded 
no positive results.

Prof Shahidul Islam, chairman 
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Comilla 
univ closed 
sine die
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Authorities of Comilla 
University yesterday 
announced the closure 
of the institution for 
an indefinite period, 
in the wake of ongoing 
demonstrations by 
teachers.

This decision came 
following the 93rd 
emergency syndicate 
meeting held between 
7:00pm and 9:00pm 
yesterday.

All the residential 
halls of the university 
will also remain closed.

In the syndicate 
meeting, it was decided 
to form two committees 
-- one will discuss and try 
to resolve the demands 
raised by the protesting 
teachers and the other 
will investigate the 
events that took place on 
the campus on April 28.

On the day, a complaint 
was filed alleging that 
Comilla University VC Dr 
AFM Abdul Moyeen and 
20 others assaulted some 
teachers of the institution.

The university’s 
teachers’ association 
filed a complaint with 
Cumilla Sadar South 
Model police station.

DRIVES AGAINST KNF

‘Make sure 
no civilians 
are harassed’
CHT body to write 
to home ministry

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chattogram Hill Tracts 
Accord Implementation and 
Monitoring Committee will 
write a letter to the home 
ministry urging to ensure no 
civilians are harassed during 
the ongoing operation 
against Kuki-Chin National 
Front (KNF).

This decision was taken 
at the committee’s meeting 
held at the parliament 
yesterday. 

Committee Convener 
Abul Hasanat Abdullah, 
chaired the meeting, 
participated by committee 
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