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members Jyotirindra 
Bodhipriya Larma (Santu 
Larma) and Sudatta 
Chakma.

State Minister for 
Chattogram Hill Tracts  
Kujendra Lal Tripura and 
Member of Hill Chattogram 
Regional Council Gautam 
Kumar Chakma were also 
present on the special 
invitation.

In the meeting, a seven-
member committee was 
reconstituted under 
the State Minister for 
CHT Affairs to discuss 
the problems and issues 
related to the matters of 
the departments/offices 
handed over to the three 
hill district councils.

Barrister
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about him.
The BJAF on April 20 

relieved Khokon from BJAF 
for taking responsibility as 
SCBA president ignoring 
the forum’s prohibition.

BJAF termed the reasons 
for the action against him 
“violation of the party 
discipline”. 

On April 20, Khokon at a 
press conference made some 
“unexpected” comments 
about Kayser for removing 
him from the organisation.

‘It’s an insult 
to our culture
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that they have “hurt 
religious sentiments” is 
turning into a trend, said 
the press release, adding 
that this violates civic 
rights.

“Religious sentiments 
are subjective. Associating 
someone’s opinions 
with the act of ‘hurting 
religious sentiments’ 
is ill-intentioned 
communalism,” said 
Naripokkho. 

It is an abuse of the law 
to arrest someone based 
on such complaints, they 
added.

Naripokkho demanded 
that Sanjoy’s case be fully 
dismissed.

High Court
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Islam and Justice Md 
Atabullah issued the 
order and rule following 
a writ petition filed by 
Shamsud Doha, managing 
director of Grameen Krishi 
Foundation, challenging 
the legality of the filing and 
proceedings of the case.

Citing the petition, 
Barrister Abdullah-Al-
Mamun said Golam 
Mostafa cannot file the  
case with the labour court 
as he was an administrative 
officer of Grameen Krishi 
Foundation.

He should have filed 
the case with a civil court 
under the Code of Civil 
Procedure, the lawyer said.

Deprived at every turn
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cooking oil, let alone rice. 
Sometimes, we even have to 
skip meals altogether,” said 
an emotional Sukon. 

Ruplal Harijan, a 
37-year-old sweeper, shares 
Sukon’s outrage over their 
negligible pay. “Day in 
and day out we clean this 
town -- through scorching 
heatwaves, monsoon rains, 
and howling storms. Yet, 
the wages we receive are 
barely enough to survive, 
let alone thrive,” he said.

“We aren’t provided with 
basic equipment like shoes, 
raincoats, or even safety 
gear. Most times we buy our 
own brooms!” Ruplal added.

Dilip Basfor, president 
of the Sreemangal 
Upazila Committee of 
the Bangladesh Harijan 
Yokkha Parishad (BHYP), 
explained the community’s 
long history. 

“Our families have resided 
in the Sreemangal sweeper 
colony since the British era 
around 1938. While the 
municipality covers the 
colony’s electricity and water 
bills, residents have no claim 
to the houses or land they 
occupy,” he said. 

Sagar Basfor, general 
secretary of the BHYP 
Sreemangal, provided 
details about the colony’s 
demographics. 

“Currently there are 85 
families residing in this 
colony across 1.2 acres of 
land. After independence, 
the municipality 
constructed 27 single-room 
houses of approximately 224 
square feet each. While these 
houses accommodated 

27 families initially, the 
population has grown 
steadily, placing immense 
strain on the limited 
housing resources,” he said.

Many have resorted 
to building makeshift 
structures out of tin sheets 
right next to the existing 
houses for more space.

The existing houses, built 
by the municipality decades 
back, are in a state of severe 
disrepair. Years of neglect 
has caused metal roofs to 
rust and walls to crumble. 
Leaks are a common 
problem during monsoon.

Currently, the 
Sreemangal municipality 
employs around 37 Harijan 
workers. Of them, 33 work 
as sweepers, three on 
garbage trucks and one as 
Jamadar (Sardar). 

The Jamadar is the 
group leader, who earns Tk 
580 monthly.

Md Mahsin Mia, mayor of 
Sreemangal municipality, 
said, “Although their salary 
is low, we provide them 
with accommodation and 
other facilities. I have asked 
them to do more tasks 
like regularly cleaning the 
drains. Then I will pay them 
Tk 350 daily. But they don’t 
agree to do such work.”

The claim of providing 
accommodation facilities 
is nothing unique, as all 
city corporations and 
municipalities provide 
various facilities such as 
housing to the community.

Compared to the 
situation in Moulvibazar, 
the minimum wage for 
Harijan sweepers increased 
to Tk 3,500 per month 

from Tk 500 in last eight 
years alone, according to 
Fozlur Rahman, mayor of 
Moulvibazar municipality.

Philip Gain, a researcher 
and director of SHED, said, 
“Even Bangalee cleaning 
staff employed on a daily 
basis receive more, (Tk 
400 per day). Government 
leadership must take 
proactive steps to rectify 
these injustices,” he added.

Economist Dr Hossain 
Zillur Rahman expressed 
outrage over the abysmal 
wages paid to Sreemangal’s 
Harijan sanitation workers. 
“A mere Tk 550 a month is 
simply unconscionable in 
2024,” he said.

Rahman offered a two-
pronged approach to 
address the issue. 

“Firstly, we need to shine 
a light on this injustice. 
Secondly, we must hold 
those in power responsible 
for ensuring fair treatment 
of essential workers,” he 
said at an event yesterday. 

Dr Tanzimuddin Khan, 
professor of International 
Relations at Dhaka 
University, argued, “Instead 
of setting wages for each 
sector individually, all 
worker unions should unite 
to establish a universal 
minimum wage.”
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Seraj Uddin 
Ahmed’s 
death anniv
STAR REPORT

Today is 
the 39th 
d e a t h 
a n n i v e r -
sary of 
S e r a j 
U d d i n 
A h m e d , 
founder chairman of Elite 
Paint Group of Companies, 
said a press release.

He was also founder 
director of Arab Bangladesh 
Bank Ltd, former president 
of Chittagong Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries 
and former chairman of 
Tea Traders Association of 
Bangladesh.  A milad mahfil 
will be held at Golf Garden, 
Army Golf Club, Dhaka. 
Similar programme will 
also be held in Chattogram.

36pc domestic
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Accessing healthcare, 
especially mental health 
services, is challenging 
there due to shortage 
of facilities, skilled 
professionals, medicine, 
and diagnostic centres, 
alongside unaffordable 
private healthcare options.

Professor Emeritus at 
BRAC University Ainun 
Nishat said climate change 
has lasting effects on people 
and their livelihoods. 
Nishat also highlighted 
the importance of research 
beyond baseline studies.

Helal Uddin Ahmed, 
associate professor of 
National Institute of Mental 
health, Danial Novak, first 
secretary (health sector) 
of Embassy of Sweden 
and Jesmin Nahar, deputy 
secretary of environment 
ministry, also spoke at the 
event.

Following lunch break, farm workers go back to fields in Jamtoli village under Dinajpur Sadar. Working from 
dawn to dusk, they earn Tk 200-300 daily. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: KONGKON KARMAKER
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The ‘confession’ of an AL leader
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objections,” he assured.
The video of his speech 

went viral on social media.
Contacted, Gias 

Uddin, who contested 
independently against 
Mahbub for Chattogram-1, 
said, “AKM Jahangir 
Bhuiyan is the general 
secretary of Mirsarai 
upazila unit Awami League. 
I have been saying since 
January 7 that voters were 

not allowed to exercise 
their rights freely… all the 
misdeeds have been done 
under his leadership.”

Regarding Bhuiyan’s 
confession, Gias, a former 
upazila chairman and 
member of the executive 
committee of Chattogram 
north district unit AL, said, 
“I feel that he wanted to 
lighten the burden of the 
crime by confessing to the 
public.”

Contacted, Jahangir 
said he came up with 
the statement to assure 
voters no irregularities 
will take place in the 
upazila polls. He said 
he did it to encourage 
the voters to exercise 
their rights to franchise 
against BNP’s campaign 
of polls boycott.

This correspondent 
could not reach Ruhel for 
comments.

Ensure their
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in fostering prosperity 
and catalysing economic 
growth in Bangladesh. 

He highlighted the 
importance of upholding 
basic freedoms, fostering 
pluralistic dialogue, and 
advocating for the rights of 
all people.

Katie Croake, chief 
of party at Counterpart 
International, also spoke.

Gwendolyn Appel, vice-
president at Counterpart 
International, presented 
the Dalit and Gram 
Bikash Schaok Songstha 
(GBSS) organisations 
with Counterpart 
International’s inaugural 
Civic Champions Award in 
recognition of their efforts 
to support and expand the 
civic participation of Dalit 
and Cobbler communities.

Govt, greed
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of the Geography and 
Environment Department 
at Dhaka University, said 
the lack of greenery, water 
bodies, and open spaces are 
primary reasons behind the 
ongoing heat wave.

He said the state is 
directly accountable, and 
failure to restore greenery 
would lead to further issues.

Presiding over 
the programme, Nur 
Mohammad Talukder, 
president of Bapa, 
said, “It is crucial for 
politicians to become 
more environmentally 
conscious.”


