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US almost 
ready with 
KSA rewards  
for Israel 
normalisation
Says US Secretary 
of State Blinken

AFP, Riyadh

The United States is nearly 
ready with a security 
package to offer Saudi 
Arabia if it normalises 
relations with Israel, 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said yesterday, as he 
seeks incentives for Israel to 
support a Palestinian state.

Blinken was visiting the 
kingdom on his seventh trip 
to the region since Israel’s 
October 7 offensive in Gaza.

President Joe Biden’s 
administration, while 
supporting Israel, has 
sought moderation 
from its government by 
dangling the prospect of 
formal relations with Saudi 
Arabia -- a potential game-
changer, because the Gulf 
state is guardian of Islam’s 
two holiest sites.

As part of any deal, 
Riyadh is expected to insist 
on a path to statehood 
for the Palestinians as 
well as alliance-style 
security guarantees from 
Washington, which has 
repeatedly tried -- with 
limited success -- to shift its 
focus out of the Middle East.

“The work that Saudi 
Arabia, the United States 
have been doing together 
in terms of our own 
agreements, I think, is 
potentially very close to 
completion,” Blinken said.

“But then in order 
to move forward with 
normalisation, two things 
will be required -- calm 
in Gaza and a credible 
pathway to a Palestinian 
state,” he told a meeting 
of the World Economic 
Forum in Riyadh.

DAM BURSTS

Floods kill 42 in 
central Kenya
REUTERS, Maimahiu

At least 42 people have been killed in floods in 
central Kenya’s Mai Mahiu area after a dam burst 
early yesterday, and the number of deaths could 
rise, police said. Pictures posted on the X accounts 
of Kenyan media, Kenya Red Cross and the highway 
authorities showed scenes of the aftermath of 
the flooding, with broken trees and at least one 
car stuck among logs and mud. “We have so far 
recovered 42 bodies, which include 17 minors, 
following the early morning incident where a dam 
burst its banks in Kijabe area,” Naivasha police 
commander Stephen Kirui told reporters.

Khalistan slogans 
at event attended 
by Trudeau
India summons Canada 
envoy

REUTERS, New Delhi

India summoned the Canadian Deputy High 
Commissioner yesterday and expressed “deep 
concern and strong protest” after separatist 
slogans in support of a Sikh homeland were raised 
at an event addressed by Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau. Bilateral diplomatic relations soured 
last year after Trudeau said Canada was “actively 
pursuing credible allegations” that Indian agents 
were potentially linked to the June 2023 murder 
of a Canadian citizen. Hardeep Singh Nijjar, 45, 
was shot dead outside a Sikh temple on June 18 
in Surrey. Nijjar supported a Sikh homeland in the 
form of an independent Khalistani state and was 
designated by India as a “terrorist” in July 2020. 

Container 
ship targeted 
with missiles 
near Yemen’s 
Mokha
REUTERS, Dubai

A Malta-flagged 
container ship was 
reportedly targeted with 
three missiles while on 
route from Djibouti to 
the Saudi city of Jeddah, 
British maritime 
security firm Ambrey 
said yesterday.

The United 
Kingdom Maritime 
Trade Operations 
(UKMTO) agency said 
it was informed by the 
Company Security 
Officer of an explosion 
in close proximity to a 
merchant vessel.

UKMTO added that 
the vessel and its crew 
were safe and authorities 
are investigating the 
incident.

I r a n - b a c k e d 
Houthi militants have 
repeatedly launched 
drones and missiles 
against international 
commercial shipping 
in the Red Sea region 
since mid-November, 
saying they are acting 
in solidarity with 
Palestinians.

Ambrey assessed 
that the vessel was 
targeted due to its listed 
operator’s ongoing 
trade with Israel, it said 
in an advisory note.

CNN-SRSS SURVEY

Biden’s tenure has 
been a failure
CNN ONLINE

The majority of American voters feel that President 
Joe Biden’s tenure has been a failure, according to the 
latest CNN-SRSS survey.

The survey found that 61 percent of registered voters 
believe Biden’s term has been a failure, with just 39 
percent terming it a success.

In the run-up to the US presidential election, the 
survey found that Trump has continued to maintain 
lead over Biden. It also found that the support for 
Trump among the Republicans is much stronger 
than the support for Biden among his Democrat 
constituents.

Overall, Trump has support of 49 percent registered 
voters whereas 43 percent voters support Biden, 
according to the survey.

While Trump’s support has remained steady since 
the January’s figures, the support for Biden has since 
further waned from 45 percent.

Burkina Faso 
suspends 
more foreign 
news media
AFP, Ouagadougou

Burkina Faso has 
suspended a swathe 
of international news 
organisations, some 
indefinitely, for airing 
accusations of an army 
massacre of civilians, with 
the communications 
regulator CSC adding 
more outlets over the 
weekend.

Among those 
named are French 
newspaper Le Monde, 
British publication 
The Guardian, German 
broadcaster Deutsche 
Welle (DW) and French 
broadcaster TV5 Monde.

They were suspended 
for reporting on a 
Human Rights Watch 
statement accusing 
soldiers of killing at least 
223 people in revenge 
attacks on two villages 
on February 25.

Other news media 
named by the CSC in 
an order dated Saturday 
were Ouest-France, 
APAnews and the Swiss-
based Agence Ecofin.

Smoke billows following Israeli bombardment in a position northwest of Nuseirat in the central Gaza Strip 
yesterday. The Israeli attacks come amid renewed international efforts to broker a ceasefire in the nearly 
seven-month-old offensive. PHOTO: AFP

‘We’re living in hell’
Displaced Palestinians in Gaza’s Rafah city struggle with heat, 

garbage, insect swarms

AFP, Rafah

As garbage piles up and 
the heat rises in Gaza, 
flies and mosquitoes 
proliferate in 
crowded Rafah 
city and life 
becomes even 
more grim for 
displaced people 
living in tents.
Last week, 
t e m p e r a t u r e s 
already topped 
30 degrees Celsius 
(86 degrees Fahrenheit), 
turning the makeshift shelters 
made from plastic tarps and sheets 
into sweltering ovens.
On a sliver of land on the outskirts of 

the far-southern city on the Egyptian 
border, about 20 of these 

tents have been erected, 
all shaded by a large 

sheet stretched 
above them.

But the thin, 
dark cloth is 
no match for 
the blazing sun 
that has sent 
t e m p e r a t u re s 

rising fast in late 
April, making it 

harder to preserve 
scarce potable water 

and food.
“The water we drink is warm,” 

Ranine Aouni al-Arian, a 
Palestinian woman displaced from 
the devastated nearby city of Khan 

Yunis, told AFP. “The children can’t 
bear the heat and the mosquito and 
fly bites anymore,” she told AFP.
She was holding a baby whose face 
was covered in insect bites and 
said that she struggles to find “a 
treatment or a solution”.
Around her, swarms of flies 
and other insects were buzzing 
incessantly.
“We’re living in hell,” said Hanane 
Saber, a 41-year-old displaced 
Palestinian whose children can no 
longer bear the steamy tent.
“I’m exhausted from the heat, on top 
of mosquitoes and flies everywhere 
that bother us day and night,” she 
said, her voice barely audible above 
the sound of Israeli drones and 
planes.


